EC wants Bosnian leader to opt for putt 

~ TIk European Cmunniiily (EC), under Ere o»^ 

forSce "esotiating table as the only chance 

SertTS'ctonr j?.5l y*8°y’°-' who has rejected new 

republic, made no^SSSt 


salvase softvrhSna^"* V * “O’,""** 12-nation eonmuoiiy, trying to 

desw^^L oew^i' ™“* *®“““ * *overc!gn state 

I>iploina& the 

IhTp^ „i._ would be that he most agree to dboiss 

ttet the war can be eSS soon and 

in BcSS^^^^wd! do cv^ng to preset 

>s “o neat, tkfy solution and it wUI only be reached 
^n those who are doing the firiitino nr». «*nm- »« 7!^ 


in Booria u X 

>S “O neat, tkfy solution and it wUI only be reached 

it ” nSSf **“ fitting are willing to sit down and leadi 

MWKlay. It cant be imposed frcHn outside.’* Id 
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Israelis, Palestinians 
t^^^toattend Milan talks 

J A J MILAN (AFP) - A tliroe-day 
.^‘6, ij^ international conference bringing 


Palestinian representatives will 

- open in Milan Tlmrsday, the Ita- 
liaih Centre for Peace in the Mid- 

. die East said Mon^y. Some 60 
. internatioiia] delegates will join 
Israeli pariiamentariaiis and rep- 
p resentatives of the Palestine Li> 
i; beration Organisation (FLO) and 
*12S ^ ^ oomipied t(>nitories to discuss 
^ toe sitnatioa in the West Wanb 
*>' 03(2 Gaza Strip, the peace process 
and Europe's role in developing 
^ giMiji the repon’s economy. Those 
‘^liert( ftttfizKKng the meeting June 24-26, 

- chanty pl^ at the same time 

Tlk ^ as the Axab-Israeli peace foiifg in 
lllioi] ( Washington, mil indude Israeli 
afierjjL MP Yael Da3ran, Israeli Deputy 
•^'nscg.. Agricoltnre Minister Walid 
I 0! ^ Zadik, PLO Exeuctive Commit- 
he teh member Y^r Abed Rabbo 
Van (^. and Hanna Siniora, a prominent 
ield tigune in East Jerusalem arid edf- 
j \\ tor of the duly A1 Fajr. 

s'^^udges rules against 
Iran oil payments 

hurnv wm.MINGTON (AP) — A 
1 still : f(^ral court order has released 
iilios. an OJclaboma oil re finer y fr om 
iiiiijr pa^g the $10.1 million it owed 
Ani;n: the government-owned natkMolal 
rcoisi: banian Oil Co. for crude oil 
Its! of : shifmients. U.S. District Court 
'ai^r. Judge Roderick McKelvie ruled 
:i>h-;;r time had niQ out for Ira^an Oil to 
‘ seek a legal remedy for its 14- 
year-old claim against the refin- 
I ery, Mapco foe. In 1979 Ii^'an 
oil sold Mapco 369,000 barrels of 
crude ml t^en in two deliveries 
at Khaig Iriand in Ii^. Majxx) 
arranged payment through a 60- 
Tne : day letter of credit with an Anwir - 
Hoil^ lean bank. Between detiveiies, 
in MI- Iranian students seized the tl.S. 

*' ^ p embassy in Tehran on Nov. 4, 
>r S6$; 1979 and took some 90 bosta^, 

1 Acadi IndtKfing ; ^ Americans. After 
:jui?r: the incrarat, Mapro's bank ro- 
iti uv fused to Irauian c^'s InB, 
■ni:>h!!:: saying the invoice was incom- 
jrr.1 nr plete. 

itfiw. ■ Kravchuk suspends 
lioii t'. decree on power 

> (R) — President Leonid 

$:2nis- Kravchuk on Monday resdnded a 
decree {riaemg himself at the head 
A:.i of Ukraine's government, a mea- 
sure which set him at odds 
ve2J c urith his prime minister. A new 
k:t decree issued by Mr. Kravdiuk 
said tbe country’s leadership had 
pir. V to work out thie relationship be- 
mHi - tween tbe former Soviet repnb- 

2r-nur>Hc’s institutions. 

■ 

iN:r jis Lissouba meets 
-;:JflQPPosition demand 

?J BRAZZAVILLE (AFP) — Con- 

:oT > • go's Prerident Pascal Lissouba 
"‘'^budded under oppotition press- 
' <.'[£»■' (ire Monday by offering to annul 
' results cfl the disput^ second 
i of national elections which 

£f '^vP«^ged the oountiy into political 
M2> and commerdal criris, fneaden- 
3 09! tid sources said. Mr. lissouba’s 
3T> c^mbdown after his camp eariier 
me F^iised to negotiate came foliow- 
ortu":. Hig an emergency meeting Sun- 
day ni^t with cqspe^tion leader 
Uiei *'■' Bernard Kolelas mmd continuing 
post-dection violence which has 
paral^ed tbe cafMtal dty for 10 
days. 

I .^nib defused near 
cr3»* Ceiro newspaper 

j|, CAIRO (AFP) — Disposal ex- 
)p|dU’ pQits Mcnday defused a bomb 
ydf P^ar the semi-official A1 
* Gbmfauriya newspi^ier in central 


1^ ?. C^To, bnngjng to four tiie nnmb- 
\ij P6 t of bombs neutralised since a 
daatily bla^ on Friday, police 
Vivfl^d. A street sweeper foond the 
in a rubbish bin 10 meters 
I ^ .ftpin the nempaper building and 
. X deited security forces, who 
evacuated die area before defns- 
^ \,r lag the txNnb. Two bombs were 
defiised Sunday in the northern 
* Cairo slum distiict of Sbobia (see 

.*«; 

riJ” ;; Hundreds of women 
arrested in Tehran 

k ■ . 

'J^HRAN (AFP) — The Iranian 
^ciyseemky forces Monday arrested 
bundr^ of women here in a 
crackdown to imjxise a strict Isla- 
, n;); iBic dfKs code and dosed about 
boutiques. Alined policemen 
in Madar Squ^, in residential 
^^/«‘noitheni Tehran, rounded up 
r^^r^^veral women and forced them 
join^O others in a bus which 
diem to a police station, 
v^^witnesses said. Several women 
,]^-^ke down in tears and others 
't'l^’resisted arrest* 


Intense consultation 
precedes bilaterals 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Arab 
and Israeli negotiators met with 
U.S. officials lor intenave con- 
sultations here this weeke^ be- 
fore the current round of Middle 
East peace talks resumes for a 
second week Tuesday. 

Eliakim Rubinstein, head of 
I 'Israel’s delegation, told AFP 
Monday that he h^ foUow-op 
consoltations with State Oepait- 
ment offidals about last week’s 
negotiations but without adiiev^ 
tng any significant developments. 

The de^ity chief of the Palesti- 
nian ddegation, Saeb Erakat, 
said for hs part that “die U.S. 
and Palestinian concepts diverge 
OR all the aspects of the peace 
process,” and that there bad been 
no progress during their contacts 
over & extended weekend. 

No sessioas of tbe peace talks 
are scheduled Fridays, Saturdays 
or Sund^ to take account 
reHpons observances by Mus- 
Ums, Jews and Christians. 

The talks would normally have 
resumed Monday, but thm was 
no room at the St^ Depaitnent 
because tbe meeting rooms were 
required for an annual U.S.- 
MOTcan meeting. 


This 10th round of Materal 
Middle East talks opened last 
Tuesday and was scheduled to 
last three weeks. 

U.S. officials are ti^’ng to 
readi an agreement with tite 
Palestinians on the text ctf a dec- 
laration of prind}^ for auton- 
omy in tbe occofried territories. 

Falestiatans rejected tiie first 
U.S. fuoposal in May on the 
grounds it reflected larMli views. 

The Israeli-Palestinian deo- 
laration of prindpte would basi- 
cidly define tiie extent of powers 
of tiie Palestinians’ f u t u re auton- 
omous aotiiority in die occupied 
territories and tbe limits of its 
jmisdictioD. 

Pfobiems have arisen in pai^ 
ticular over the status, of East 
Jerusalem (see 2$. 

Another major obstacle is 
Israel’s settlements in die occu- 
pied territories, where about 
120,000 braelis 1^, not counting 
the 150,000 who have settled in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Israel wants to keep control of 
its setdements and their land. 

U.S. offidals also met at the 
end of the week mtfa Aria’s diief 
n^otiator, Mnaffok Allaf. 


London Club talks on June 29-30 


By Wafo Amr 

Spedal to tbe Jotdan Times 

AMMAN — The steering 
commitree of commercial 
banks in the Londep Chib and 
Jordanian officials wiQ mceOin 
London on June 29-30 to ^ree 
on an agreement oatHning the 
tenns that wifl cover tbe resr 
diedulingand redncticHi of JcR^ 
dan’s $800 million commercial 
debts, offidaJ and commercial 
sources said Stmday. 

After long and ardeous dis- 
cussions between the Jorda- 
nian government 9nd the Lon- 
don Qub, the terms offered by 
the London Oub for' repay- 
ment would enable Jordan to 
obtain a debt reduction pack- 
age similar to, if not better 
Iran, that offered to Argenti- 
j na. an informed sonree saiil 
j Aocordiiig to the improved 
j terms offered to Jordan, offi- 
I dais estimated that JorcUm will 
be able to reduce its commer- 
ciai debts in an amonot of 
about $250 million. 

Jordm’s commercial debts 
originally totalled $1^ mil- 
lion whi^ were spent on either 
armament or to finance tbe 
budget without earmarking: 
The Kingdom's commercial 
debts are part of its $7 billion 
foreign debts. Economists 
noted that the percentage of 
tbe Kingdom’s commerdal 
debts in total debts are low 
compared to other countries. 

Joixlan started rescheduling 
hs d^ts in 1989, as part of an 
economic readjustmrat prog- 
ramme. Ofiidals said that Jor- 
dan obtained the support of 
the International Monetary/ 
Fund (I^^ after it started 
implen^ting its own econo- 
mic adjustment programme, 

. aimed at reducing the balance 
of payments deficit and con- 
snmpton,. increasing exports, 
reducing unemployment and 
inflati(Mi and ^ying off its 
foreign debts. 

Informed sources said that 
tbe idea in the London Qub in 


pursuing a Brady-plan-type 
q^iro^ was to obtain a 
reduction from foreign com- 
mercial hanlrs against giving 
them collateral in die form of a 
zero coupon bond nutfining 
after 30 years covering the 
principal of tbe loan and in- 
terest for 12 months. 

They safo Jordan agreed 
with tbe Lrnidon Qub, after 
long discussions, to obtain a 
package similar to Argentina's 
package which consists of the 
followmg structure: par bonds 
' (bonds ^ nmninal rwue, dis- 
counted bonds, buyback at 
imoes to be determined by the 
borrower, Jordan's treatment 
of interest in arrears. 

The sources said that the 
banks wanted Jordan to agm 
to another structure which 
would have given Jordan some 
temporary d^t relief that 
would have been capitalised 
for payment at a later date. 

However, after Jordan 
agreed with tbe commercial 
banks on the structure, there 
were long discnssioiis with re- 
gard to die details of the par- 
bonds and discounted bonds, 
nhereas Jmdan was willing to 
convert its debt to bonds at a 
dboount of 35 per cent of the 
prinopal, it was wflUng to con- 
vert it to disooonted bonds at 
65 per cent at die emrent 
interest rates. 

Offidals said that, however, 
when it came to parbonds,the 
commerdal banks were not 
willing to ^ve Jordan tbe be- 
nefit resntting from tbe feet 
that the structure of tbe in- 
terest rate has declined since 
Argentina’s deal was con- 
cluded. 

“Jordan was worried that 
dioaid it accept reduced dis- 
counted bonds at 35 per cent 
while accepting tbe structure of 
interest proposed by the 
banks, the rednetioo in debt in 
the parbemds will not be tbe 
equivalent to 35 per cent, and 
thus, the buyba» equivalent 
price for parbonds will be high- 


er than that for discounted 
txHids, and hence banks will 
opt for pari^ds, and Jordan 
not obtain a debt reduction 
equal to 35 per cent,” a banker 
safo. 

Last month, the diainnan of 
the steei^ oommittee of tbe 
commerdaJ banks made Jor- 
dan an dffier the struc- 
ture of tbe rate of interest and 
tbe other terms of parbonds 
were improved to the advan- 
ta^ of Jordan in a manner 
where Jordan would be be- 
nefitting frtmi the reduction of 
the interest rate structure, an 
informed source said. 

Moreover, the banks win 
also guarantee that if the debt 
to be exchanged by non- 
Jordanian banks for parbonds 
exceeds 65 per cent of all the 
overstanding debt owed to 
them, then their entidement to 
receive parbonds be re- 
duced proportionately to main- 
tarn die ratio. 

“The improvements were in 
the structure of rate of interest 
applied in tbe pstfbonds as well 
as on coUateralisatioD of in- 
terest of sudi bonds,” he said. 

Hence, tbe source said, with 
diese irnfMOvements, the terms 
offered by tbe commercial 
banks will make both the dis- 
counted bonds at 35 per cent 
and the parbonds the new 
terms almost equal and 
perhaps the discounted bonds 
are more advantageous to tbe 
commercial banks, and there- 
fore, practically Jmdan vrill get 
35 per cent reduction in its 
debt with the commercial 
banks. 

Officials confirmed that tbe 
improved terms that have been 
offered to Jordan by tbe steer- 
ing committee of tbe foreign 
commercial banks are 
tmpropriate and better than 
those that have been agreed 
upm with Argentina and die 
estmuted bnybacfc eqoivalent 
price for the offer to be in the 
range of 40 per cent to 42 per 
cenL 


Crown Prince hails King Hussein’s Arab 
mission, pursuit of peace, democracy 


The State D^nuiuient officials 
offered security guarantees to the 
Syrians and the Israelis as part of 
an Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

Syiian-lnaeli discusaons last 
week centred on tbe question of 
security for the Golan. Syria de- 
mands a total Israeli wididraw^ 
from the area before agreement 
can be readied on security. 

The U.S. administration 
nommated Friday the assistant 
secretary of state for Near East- 
ern affete, Edward Djerejian, as 
ambassador to Israel. The 
nomination of Mr. Djerejian, 
who has previously been ambas- 
sador to Syria, awaits Smiate 
confinnation. 

Denis Ross, an adviser to | 
Seoetaiy of State Warren Christ- I 
opher, been nominated to the 
new post of special coordinator 
for the hfiddle East. 

Both the Israeli and Palestinian 
delegations sard the nomination 
of th^ tvro men, nlio played a 
major role in tbe laundi of 
talte in Madrid in 1991, shows the 
importance tbe United States as 
placing on the peace process. 


Anti-U.N. Mogadishu protests continue 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Handreds of Somali deuKHidra- 
tors staged anti-U.N. and anti- 
U.S. protests here Monday, as 
food aid distribution resumed 
under tight security in tbe south- 
ern Mogadishu stronghold of 
fugitive Somali warlord ^fofaam- 
mad Farah Aideed. 

DemonstratoR shook their fists 
at U.N. belicopteR overhead and 
screamed hatred of U.S. Presi- 
dent Bfll Clinton, as just offrhore 
four U.S. ships carrying 
thousands of marines lay at 
anchor and U.N. forces planned 
General Aideed's capture. 

While the demonstrates threw 
up barricades and spilled across, 
the road outside a wrecked sports - 
stadium, thousands of destitnte 
women and children queued a 


few Idlometres away for rations 
of wbMt supgilied by aid 
for the fust time since five Pakis- 
tani peacekeepers were killed at a 
food distribution point on Jane S. 

“Down witii Bfll Clinton, down 
with (U.N. Secretaiy^Geoeral) 
Boutros Gbali, down with (U.N. 
Somali force) UNOSOM,” 
dianted tin dewnstratOR, pro- 
testing the attack on Gen. 
Aideed’s headquarters last 
Thnrs^y. 

U.N. spedal representative 
Jonaffian Howe has ordered Gen. 
Aideed’s arrest over the June 5 
irilKnp of a total of 24 Pakistani 
peacdceepeis, ailqgedly by Gen. 
Aideed’s mflitiamea. 

Pakistani troops were out in 
foice Monday at tiie food dis- 
tribution centres, surrounefing 


them with coils of razor wire, 
armoured vehicles, truckloads of 
blue-helmeted soldiers and 
guards stationed on rooftops. 

Paldstani Captain Zahid Hus- 
sain, who was in cbai^ of secur- 
ity to eight feeding sites beftue 
June 5, said some of them must 
be moited a short distance be- 
cause snipers could use nearby 
buildings- 

“There was a time I used to go 
out of the compnmd without a 
weapon,” he said. “Tbe biggest 
problems we had was someone 
(Hilling a bag oft the back of a 
truck or throwing a few nx^. 

“Times have dianged. Instead 
of 10 or 12 men, which used to be 
fine, Fm gping to have 10 on the 
gronnd, fully annonred, and 
another 20 on the roofs." 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan, 
along with the rest of the Isla- 
mic world, Moncto celebrat^ 
the felamic New Year. 

On the occasion, His Majes- 
ty Kir^ Hussein reemved the 
following letter from His Ro^ 
Highness Grown IMiioe Has- 
san, the Regent: 

“On the occasion of the Hi- 
jri New Year, whidi com- 
memorates the em^ration of 
the Pn^ibet (peace be npm 
him), fitun Mecca to Medina 
so that the Almighty may grant 
His truth triumph over felse- 
ho^, I am honoured to extend 
to Your Majesty ray rincerest 
congratulations. In so doing, I 
pray tbe Almighty to protect 
Your Majesty and grant you 
success in all your endeavours 
to fulfil tiie aqHxations of the 
Arab Nation; the misaon Your 
Majesty inherited frm your 
hoDoni^ ancestors and the 
resfionsibflity which you have 
pmnstaldngly and unsparingly 
strived to shoulder. 

“Such are tbe basics that 
(nmniited Your Majesty’s in- 
itiative of last year to sboolder 
the resfionsibi^ of tbe Islamic 
UmmaJi towards the Dmne of 
tiie Rock, the A^sa M^ne 
and the Holy City of Jeru- 
salem, as well as ifee renova- 
tion of tbe mosques of the 
Companions of the Prophet 



The same principles ( uoa ip ted 
Your Majesty’s nnmeroiis no- 
ble gestures and yonr reffireo- 
tion of the course of tiiis conn- 
try towards more (Xipnlar par- 
ticipation, democracy and the 
pursuit of peace. It is no won- 
der that so many should flock 
to Jratfen from afl over the 
Islamic World; emigtwts who 
are destitute or displaced, 
wrongly evicted from their 
homes and denied tbdir worid- 


Israelis shoot and 
wound 5 in Gaza 


I GA21A OTY, OccufHed Gaza 
j Strip (Agencies) — Israeli troo()5 
I Monday shot aod wounded five 
: Palestinians including two diil- 
dren and a cameraman worl^g 
for a British television station, 
^ilestinian sources said. 

A 10-year-old duld and a 12- 
year-old were shot in the legs 
when the troofK opened fire on 
demonstrators in the Shatti re- 
fugee camp. Two other Palesti- 
nians were also hart 

Palestinian cameraman Majdi 
AlHaralxt, 26, v4io was filming a 
protest for tbe British tdeviaon 
WTN in Gaza City, was also shot 
in the legs when he leftued to 
heed orders by an officer who 
asked him to stop filming. 

In the Jabaliya refugee camp, 
masked men meanwhile shot and 
ItiUed a Palestinian suspected of 
ooll^ioratuig with the Israeli au- 
thorities, the sources added. 

EzBe wauls to go bme 

A Palestinian expellee to be 
returned to hb home in the Gaza 
Strip because of illness smd Mon- 
day that if the Red Ooss was 
going to hand him over to feraeH 
autiiOTTties he preferred to stay in 


exile in Lebanoo.. 

All Abu Ajwcdi, 37, an Aialnc 
lecturer from the Iriannc Uni- 
versity in Gaza and a fattier of 
seven, has been diagnosed the 
camp’s physician as suffering 
from schizophrenia, said Dr. 
Abdul Aziz Rantisi, a physician 
from Gaza and spokesman for the 
395 men expelled 1^ Israel ax 
months ago from the occupied 
teftitories. 

“If die ICRC fe goii^ to take 
me to jail, then I prefer to stay 
here,” Mr. Abu Aju^ ttfld re- 
port^ “They are grangtotake 
me borne, then I want to go 
today.” 

The Palestinians have been 
trappy between Lebanese and 
Isr^li army lines since th^ ex- 
pulsion on Dec. 17. Tliey were 
accused of instigating violrace in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
and Israel said most feil jafl time 
if they are lettuned. 

Mr. Abn Ajweh dmiied re(XMls 
identi^ug hm as tbe son-in-law 
of Sheikh Awwad Yasrin, the 
spiritual leader of tbe felamic 
Resfrtance Movement (Hamas) 
who was jailed for life in laael in 
1991 for murder. 


Deri scandal raises 
fears for Rabin coalition 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — An 
Israeli cabinet minister warned 
Monday that corraption charges 
facing another minister from an 
altra-reHDoas pa^ could des- 
tabilise nime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s ruUng coalition. 

lauel's attorney general said 
on Sunday he had decided to 
bring bribery, frand and abuse of 
pubuc trust charges agai^ In- 
terior Minister Aiye Deri, who 
has served two governments 
under the shadow of a three-year 
police probe. 

However, Tourim >fiojster 
Uzi Baram of Mr. Rabin’s 
Labour Party said on Monday tbe 
coalition must include a partner 
like Mr. Deri’s Shas Parly to 
cany out its policies in Muddle 
East (leace and economic 
lefbnns. 

Mr. Baram said Mr. Deri is the 
“cement” of Shas’ tie to foe 
government Shas holds six seats 
in Mr. Rabin’s 62-58 parliamen- 
tary majority. 

“Only time will tell what the 
fete of tins government will be,” 
Mr. Baram told army raffio. 

Tbe badmig of five leftist de- 
puties outside the coalition blocks 
any immediate threat to Mr. 
Rabin’s centre-left government 
but a Shas withdrawal would 


undermine his aUlity to imple- 
ment controversial policies. 

When Mr. Rabin swcfit the 
former Likud government from 
power a year ago, Mr. Deri — the 
only ndnister left over from Yit- 
riiak Shamir’s right-wing cadiinet 
— pledged to suspend his cabinet 
role if lAarges were ftmnally filed 
against him. 

Charges have yet to be filed in 
court. 

Shas member of parliament 
Aiye Gamliel said on Monday 
the party should “absolutely” 
bolt the government. 

He called diarges against Mr. 
Deri a “base libel” and an exam- 
ple of discrimination against 
Shas, formed by Sephardic Jews 
of Mediterranean and Middle 
Eastern descent. 

"We are under constant 
(lersecution, and the estabUrii- 
ment wants to wqie out Shas,” he 
said of accusations party figures 
diyer^ funds to Sli^luik^ in- 
stitutions and individuals. 

One fbnner Shas legislator is in 
jail to fraud, and a d^nty mini^ 
ter is under police investigattoi 
for alleged corruption. 

Mr. Lferi, who is a rabbi, has 
^d be would woric to keep Shas 
in the government even if be 
faced charges. 


ly possesrioos; to reemve the 
hearty welcome of Jordamans 
and ffieir generons support and 
help, sharing what mde tb^ 
tiionselves have with them in 
order to safeguard the dignity 
of Muslims. Their stand edhoes 
the path followed by the 
Preset’s descendants — A1 El 
Bait — whom the Koran 
addresses witii the Holy verses: 
The virtuous feed poor, 
the orphaned and the cqitive 


for tiie love of Allah assuring 
tbttn with tbe words *we feed 
you not to receive anything in I 
return nor for your thanks.' I 

‘The Jordanians who have i 
great afiection to Your Majes- . 
ty (iray the Almighty to your ' 
well-bring and many happy re- ' 
turns of &s glorious occasion. 
They pray that God grant you 
lopg life to cootiniie yoat work . 
to fulfil the mission of tbe | 
Great Arab Rerival based on I 
tbe merits of Isl^ and Arrii j 
nationalism, which is the pro- j 
rince, indeed tiie destiny of tbe 
Hashemites. Thus may beads ^ 
remain high and eyes continoe ' 
to look forward in search of ' 
new prospects for tbe welfare 
and progress of die nation and 
so that we may be what God 
inteoded us to be:i The best 
ununab. 

“Devek^Miient, democraqr 

jwid h wm an n^ltS aiC teOCtS 

that Jordan has always npheld 
and p rote cted. Inde^ a de- 
cade ago, Jordan i uitiaUnd the 
caD to a new ndeniatiooal 
humanitarian order. 

“On the occaskm, we recall 
the flood of Jordanian afiec- 
tic« that gashed forth rriien tiie 
nation received Your Majesty 
back home. May yon remain 
the bearer of our banner and 
tbe head of our house.” 


Ghali, Aziz meet, 
say talks to continue 


GENEVA (AP) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Berntres Gbali 
and Iriup Dt^Nity Prinm Minister 
Tareq Ariz h^ talks Monday on 
the coatinouig deadZoefc betweea 
Baghdad and the worid body over 
implementing tbe tenns of die 
Golf ceasefire. 

Both men described the 90- 
minate meeting as “constractive” 
and said tiiey had agreed to con- 
tinue discussions at all {political 
levels. 

“Notiuz^ has been derided but 
we accqited the principle of omi- 
timnng tbe talks,” Dr. Gfaali told 
reporters. 

Before the meetii^, tbe U.N. 
chief reitet ated that Iraq most 
omn}ily until U.N. Seemity Cotm- 
cQ res^otions before there could 
be any lifting of the 
embai^. 

Iraq b accused of staDing over 
a number of U.N. resolutions 
aimd at cUsmantfing its weapons 
of mass destrnction and alnlity to 
produce them. Tliese indude 
biological weapons, a nuclear 
weapons programme and long- 
range baui^ missiles. 

The U.N. Seenrity Conncil last 
week critidsed Baghdad for 
blocking weapons inspectors’ re- 
quests to install sorveillance 
cameras at missfle test sites. Tbe 
inspectois say tins is n eces sa ry to 
make sure Ii^ does not devdop 
missfles with a range greater toan 
ISO kilometres. 

Baghdad said Saturday it 
would be willing to consider long- 
term U.N. minitoring of its 
weaixins systems only if it bad 
assorances this would lead to a 


lifting of economic sanctions. 

Tbe Iri^ economy is reeling 
under the impact of die sanctioits, 
ioaproed afto the August 1990 
invasioa of ^wait. Iraqi dvflians 
have been worst tut. 

Food and medkane are exempt 
from the sanctions, but the Iraqi 
gover n ment says it has no money 
for imports because of the trade 
embai^ and the freezing of ftue- 
ign assets wortii about M InUioa. 

Baghdad has so far refused to 
acc^t a proposal to sell $1.6 
billiOD in oil — hs most important 
export — to pay to food and 
medicine. The sales would be 
super rised by the United Nations 
and one-third of the proceeds 
would be used to compeosaie 
victims of the in vasi on and meet 
UJf. costs. 

Mr. Am, who tiie 

meeting, said it was *Yonstrnctne 
and cordiaL” He said it wiehMiMt 
all aspects of lelatioBS between 
the U.N. and Iraq bat dU not 
elaborate. 

Arafat flies to Geneva 

Pafestine Leberation Oiganisn- 
tion (PLO) Qiairmao Yasser 
Arafet left Tunis to ' Geseva itae 
he is expected to meet Mr. Aziz, 
senior PLO officials said. - 

Senior PLO officiab denied 

press reports that Mr. Arafat bad 

resigned from the leadership of 
the central com mi t te e of PLO’s 
mainstream movement Fateh 
daring meetings whidi started on 
Satnrday (see page 
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usalem looms 
h in peace talks 


WASHINGTON (AF?) — Jeru- 
salem emerged this past week as a 
stumbiliig: block in the NGddle 
East peace talks after neggtia- 
■tions sidestepped the sensitive 
issue for 20 months. 

- '‘Tilers can be no settlement 
'without Jerusalem." Hanan 
Ashrawi. spokeswoman for the 
Palestinian delegation, said in an 
inteniew with Israeli reporters. 

The Palestinians see autonomy 
for the occupied territories of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as 
necessarily also including the 
eastern pari of the city. 

In Dr. .-^shrawi's view, Israel 
has forced Palestinians to put the 
dty's status on the negotiating 
table with its policies in the area, 
particularly by cutting off Arab 
East Jerusalem from the other 
occupied territories. 

Since the tenth round of talks 
began between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours on June IS. the 
Palestinians consistently have 
‘raised the Jerusalem issue, both 
with the Israelis and officials with 
President Bill Ginton*$ adminis- 
tration. 

Israel's foreign minister, Shi- 
mon Petes, accused the Palesti- 
. nians Sanirday of using the Jeru- 
salem question to block the peace 
. talks. 

“Every time they want to hold 
up the negotiations', they raise the 
question of Jerusalem, knowing 
full well that negotiations can not 
^t going much less be concluded 
when Jerusalem is brought up," 
he said. 

The Israelis reject the Palesti- 


nian demand that autonomy be 
extended to Arab East Jeru- 
salem. but are prepared to agree 
to allow East Jerusalem residents 
to vote in the election of a prop- 
el -autonomous council. 

Israel “anRexed" the Arab Jeru- 
salem in 1967. 

In 1980, Israel unilaterally de- 
clared Jerusalem its capital. 

The move was not widely rec- 
ognised by the international com- 
munity, and a hostile divide still 
separates the Arab and Jewish 
quarters. 

Israel has been keen to'keep 
the Jerusalem question off the 
agenda since the marathon series 
of peace talks began in Madrid. 

At Israel's request, the invita- 
tion letter sent by co-sponsors 
Washington and Moscow to all 
sides on Oct. 18, 1991, did not 
mention Jerusalem. 

But the United States wrote to 
the Palestinians saying Jerusalem 


must never go bMk to beiM a 
divided citv. and that its nnal 


AMlquity agents battle an 
©M crime — grave robbing 


By Arieb O'Sullivan 
The Associated Press 


HURBAT SfN^. Israel — Two rangers, pistols drawn, slip through 
a Dine forest at dusk to the mouth of an ancient burial cave. 

but a mound of earth spills from the nanow opening. The cave's 
precious artifacts are gone. This time, the agents of Israel's 
antiquities authority were too late to halt one of history's oldest 
crimes — grave robbing. 

To combat a multi-million dollar illegal trade in ancient artifects. 


Israel assembled a corps of 20 combat veterans. Using a network of 
informants, comouters. jeep patrols and ambushes, they battle the 


informants, computers, jeep patrols and ambushes, they battle the 
loss of the Holy Land's heritage. 

Aerial photographs. tpU them of fresh digs. Night vision and 
movement sensors pinpoint the grave robbers in action. 

“But as quickly as we improve our technology, the robbers learn 
to adapt," says Reuven Berko, head of the Antiquity Corps, 
of^dally the unit for p^venting robberies. 

Robbers try to empty an entire tomb in one night. Forget the 
brushes, photographs or drawings used by archaeologists. Artifacts 
are pried out with bare hands and screwdrivers. Broken pieces get 
tossed aside, history ignored. 

David Danino, a ruddy, 28-year-old former commando, says 
agents usually must catch grave robbers red-handed to get a 
conriction. llie evidence is gone once an ancient coin or jar 
disappears into the maze of antiquities dealers in Israel and abroad. 

After the foiled operation at Hurbat Siv — in central Israel only 
metres from the occupied West Bank — Mr. Danino pointed out a 
hole about a metre deep and explained how the robbers work. 

A head man, usually with archaeological knowledge, makes 
preliminary excavations seeking a square cut stone, sign of a burial 
cave entrance. His gang then waits for a quiet night to start digging. 

Niohammad — an admitted fomier grave robber v/ho asked that 
hit last name not be used — explained how the robbery works. 

“We'd go in and wouldn't leave until we cleaned out the whole 
cave." he' said. “We never talked about getting caught, never 
thought about the punishment." 

Hov.- did he feel when he came upon, say. an intact Byzantine- 
cre glass jar? “I saw a piece and I saw dinars" he said, referring to 
Jordr.nian currency. 

Lender a 1978 law. objects from before the year 1700 belong to 
the state. Grave robbing or dealing in pilfered artifaas is 
punishable by up to three years in Jail plus fines. 

Cff.cially, the antiquities unit cannot operate in the West Bank, 
though agents acknowledge (he border between Israel and the 
occupied 'territories can get hazy on raids. 

.Agents believe they have put a dent in the robberies. But they 
arc critical of the low priority the crimes warrant in courts and the 
iiah: jail sentences often given. 

~To try to control the trade. Israel has licensed about 100 dealers 
in everything from tiny coins to statues. 

Archaeologist Uzi Dehari, who helped set up the special unit in' 
1985. csticnates 100.000 artifacts change hands each year. Most are 
sold Iccallv 


Tnc lirtiquities dealers in Jerusalem's Old City and clustered 
arcend hotels maintain they deal only in legal items found before 
:ht 1?7S lav,-. 

“People 'ristt ancient sites and get the urge to touch and hold and 
own something ancient. So we can sell them a 5.000-year-old pot 
for about SI50-S200.'' said dealer Daoud Barakat. 

“Tl:c muscu.’ns have thousands of artifacts." he said. “What are 
thev going to do. stack them in a warehouse where no one can 
enjoy ihem?" 
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divided city, and that its nnal 
status should be agreed at the 
negotiating table. 

Washington also reminded tbe 
Palestinians it has not recognised 
Israel's “annexation" of the east- 
ern part of the city, and that it 
recommended that ail parties re- 
fira'n ftom taking unilateral ac- 
tions. 

Palestinian deputy chief nego- 
tiator Saeb Erakat put his team's 
^stration this way; “Israel has 
taken us to a pennt of no return 
with its poIiQT of intense colonisa- 
tion and the isolation of Jeru- 
salem. 


HOME IN RUINS: A Lebanese woman and her caused by an Israeli h^coptcr raid Sunday in Jabal 

diildren Monday hade at the to their honie Al Bolnif village in South Lebanon (AIV photo) % 


Guerrillas 
clash with 
UNIFIL 


Israelis to meet N. Korean 
officials over missile sales 


TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Guerrillas dashed with United 
Nations peacekeepers in South 
Lebanon overnight, wounding' , 
one and holding an officer captive 
for four hours, tbe U.N. reported ' 
Monday. 

The inddent followed a guer- 
leilla rocket attack on northern 
Israel. 

Timor Goksel, spokesman for 
United Natio ns In terim Force in 
Ld>anon (UNIFIL) said a Fijian 
peacekeeper suffered a bullet 
wound in the leg. 

He said a U.N. jeep rushing in 
reinforcement was ambushed by 
Hiztollah guerrillas and riddled 
with 50 bidlets. 

Guerrillas fired six Katyusha 
rockets into northern Israel Sun- 
day evening and a dozen into 
Isi^li controlled South Lebanon. 
No damage or injuries were re- . 
ported. 

A few hours later, Mr. Goksel 
said, Fijian soldiers at a roadb- 
lock in Ghassaniyeh village ques- 
tioned three Hi^llah guerrillas 
and found eight Katyusha rockets 
hidden in their pickup truck. 

While two guerrillas aigued, 
the driver escaped, carrying a 
walkie-talkie radio. He apparent- 
ly alerted other members of tbe 
^up, Mr. Goksel said. 

A Hjian officer and two sol-, 
diers headed for Ghassaniyeh to 
reinforce the roadblock but their 
jeep was ambushed. Some SO 
bullets hit tbe jeep, Mr. Goksel 
said. Guerrillas captured the 
officer and the two soldiers with 
him fled. 

One, who was missing for six 
bouts, was found with a bullet 
wound to his leg. He was taken tt> 
a hospital and Mr. Goksel said 
was in stable condition. 

More Fijian reinforcements 
sent to the checkpoint came 
under fire from Hizbollah. Mr. 
Goksel said. No one was hurt. 

The officer was released four 
hours later after contacts between 
UNinL. Lebanese army officers 
and Hizbollah. he said. 

Guerrillas had fired 12 
Kat\-usha rockets that crashed 
harnilessiy in northern Israel and 
Israel's self-designated "security 
zone" in South Lebanon earlier 
Sunday. 

In retaliation. Israeli forces 
mounted a helicopter attack and 
unleaded a heavy barrage of 
artillery fire against Hizlrollah- 
controlled villages north of the 
“security- zone." No casualties 
were reported in the clashes. 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Two Israeli 
diplomats will meet senior offi- 
cials in the North Korean Com- 
munist Party in Peking in the 
coming days in a bid to halt 
Pyongyang’s missile sales to the 
Middle East, officials said 
Monday. 

The foreign ministry deputy 
director-general, Eytan Benzur, 
and his aide Avi Sitton will travel 
to China at the end of the week, a 
ministry spokesman said. 

“We expect the discussions to 
be long and without immediate 
results/* (he spokesman said, 
without specifying the date of the 
talks. 

Israel is particularly concerned 
that Iran will buy a new North 
Korean missile capable of hitting 
the Jewish state. 


Pyonnang successfully test 
.unchra on Mav 29 the Nodone- 


launchedon May 29 the Nodong- 
1. a ballistic missile with a 1,(X)0- 
kilometre range that could carry a 
nuclear warhead, according to 
the Japanese government. 

Tehran has already bought 
Scud-C missiles, which have a 
range of 600 kilometres from the 
Noi^ Koreans, who also sell to 


|Syn‘a. Iraq fired 59 Scud missiles 
Israel during the 1991 Gulf 


as part of tbe U.S. Strat^'c 
Defence Initiative dubbed “Star 
Wars.” 

Reports that the United States 
had approved Israel’s moves to 
contact ' Pyon^ang over the 
missile fears have raised concern 
in South Korea, whidi is worried 
that the secretive Stalinist state 
may be develofiring a nuclear 
bomb. 

Although North Korea has sus- 
pended its withdrawal from the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea- 
ty, it has not accepte d interna- 
tional inspection or its nuclear 
facilities. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
informra his South Korean coun- 
terpart of the Israeli overtures 
last week on the sidelines of a 
U.N. human rights conference in 
Vienna in a move aimed at calm- 
ing concern in Seoul, officiais 

iaid. 

The Haaretz newspaper re- 
ported Monday that Mr. Benzur, 
who is leaving the Middle East 
peace talks in Washington to go 
to China, would travel on to 
Tokyo and Seoul after Peking to 
report on his meeting with the 


North Koreans. 

T Mr. Benzur is number two in 
the Israeli delegation negotiating 
with the Palestinians at the bi- 
lateral talks. 


Israel has recently successfully 
test-fired an anti-missile missile 


Debt, famine, AIDS and 
civil war on O AU agenda 
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-CAIRO (Agencies) — African 
foreign ministers met Monday to 
discuss major challenges facing 
their continent, including stagger- 
ing foreign debt, famine and 
AIDS, and destructive internal 
conflicts. 

The ministers from the 52- 
nation Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) are to meet for five 
days to prepare for a summit of 
Affican heads of state starting 
June 28. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mu)»t^ is to take over the 
presidency of the OAU for a 
year. 

On Monday, Egyptian Prime 
Minister Atcf Sedki warned of. 
the challenges facing Africa at a 
90-minutc opening ceremony at 
the international conference hall 
in suburban Nasr City. 

“There is poverty and deserti- 
fication. starvatimi and foreign 
debt as well as conflict areas that 
hold back development and 
which we must find ways to re- 
solve.*' Mr. Sedki said. 

He urged the ministers to sign a 
treaty creating an African econo- 
mic community to coordinate 
policies acro.ss the continent. 
Twenty-seven of the necessary 35 
African nations have so far 
approved the pact. 

“We have no choice where this 
is concerned in light of the huge 


Time-bomb 
defused in 
Cairo slum 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
. security fon»s dismantled a time- 

V bomb near a mosque in a Cairo 
J slum, security sources said Mon- 

, . 


They said the bomb was fwnd 
Sonday night in the north (miro 
neighboDiliood of Shubra, wpere 


a bomb lulled seven people Fri- 
day ni^t and wounded 15. 

Tbe sources said* tbe bomb, 
wrapped in newspapers and a 
nylon bag, was spotted outside 
ttie Omar Ben Al Khattab Mos- 
que a resident who alerted 
security forces. 

They did not say how many 
pounds of explosives the bomb 
contained but said it was a time- 
bomb. 

Four bombs have exploded in 
Cairo since February. 

Over the last 14 months. Mus- 
lim militants have attacked 
police, Christians and tourists in a 
campaign that has wrecked 
Egypt's tourist industry. More 
than 142 people have been killed. 

On Saturday, secunty forces 
dismantled a time-bomb oontain- 
ing five kilommmes of explo- 
aves and mub outsit a bazaar 
Shop in the southern tourist resort 
of Aswan, 690 kilometres south 
of Cairo. 

A top interior ministry official 
Sunday denied that the army was 
ready to join the battle against 
tbe militants. 

“The police still control the 
situation,” General Bahaeddin 
Ibrahim, an assistant to Interior 
htinister Hassan Al Alfi, told 
foreign journalists at the Sea 
resort of Taba. 


Gen. Ibrahim said there were 
no '‘teiTOrist” groups able to 
seize power in any part of Egyfrt, 
and therefore the authorities did 
not need to resort to the army, 
but he added that the pmlice 
asked the army to help train its 
forces. 

On Friday, tbe defence minis- 
ter, General Hussein Tantawi, 
warned the army would be de- 


ployed “if necessary” to combat 
Muslim militants, accordine to 


Muslim militants, according to 
remarks appearing in pro- 
government newspapers. 

Gen. Ibrahim said police 
needed the help of the people 
more than that of the army to 
catch militant leaders. 


There were no moje than 3,000 
med militants, theitiinistryoffi- 


international groups,” Mr. Sedki ; 
said, referring to the European i 
Community, the Asian tradiny 
bloc and other groupings. II 

The ministers also are to di» 
cuss forei^ debt, whidi amounta 
to $288 billion for African na| 
dons, as well as the civil war^ 
plaguing the continent, creating* 
refugees and undermining efforts . 
against famine. ' 

The delegates will consider 
4 creating a system for resolving 
conflicts. But some member 
states fear such a mechanism 
would be too costly and could 
interfere with individual nation's 
sovereignty. 

The spread of AIDS in Africa 
is another topic. According to the' 
draft agenda. 7.5 million out of 12 
million HIV-infected persons 
worldwide arc on the African 
continent. It estimated that 14 
million HIV infections will have 
occurred in sub-Saharan Afric% 
by the year 2000. 3 


armed militants, the ihinistiy offi- 
cial said, adding that they were 
well organised and were a^d of 
nothing. 

Wlule conceding it was difficult 
to obtain ewdence of a govern- 
ment financing militant opera- 
tions, he charged that fun- 
damentalists recently admitted 
: during interrogation that they 
’ had received money from Iran. 

t Gen. Ibrahim said Islamic mili- 
tants have committed 64 attacks 
— including 17 apinst tourists — 
since the iKginning of a wave of 
violence in March 1992. 


Gora Ebrahim, a rwresenta-j 
live of the Pan-AMcan Congress, ' 


urged OAU members not to relax 
sanction.*; against South Africa 
until it abandons its apartheid, 
policies. 

“The pace of negotiations has 
to be accelerated." Mr. Ebrahim 
said. “The major stumbling block 
is the regime.** 


r These attacks have killed 165 
people, including 65 militants^ 39 
policemen, 29 Coptic Christians, 
and 29 bystanders hit by stray 
bullets or ei^losions, and three 
foreign tourists, according to an 
AFP toU. 

Egypt's Prime Minister Atef 
Sedki complained Monday at the 
opening of an Organisation of 
African Unity foreign ministers' 
•meeting some African countries 
.were supporting Islamic fun- 
damentalist violence. 

He said that in some unnamed 
African states, people were trying 
to block development and prog- 
ress "by violence and terror- 
ism.*’ 

Mr. Sedki urged all necessary 
firmness in confronting the 
threat, “above all when this ter- 
rorism and violence enjoy com- 
plicity and support inside Sour 
continent.” I' 

Political analysts said he *was 
refeTTing to neighbouring Sudan 
in-particuiar. Egypt accuses h of 
sheltering and supporting anned 
Egyptian insurgents suspected of 
setting off carbombs and carrying 
out other attacks this year. 
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NEWS IN B WEF 

Lebanon’s Hariri to visit Kuwait Tuesday 


KUWAIT m - Ubanese Prime Minister Rafik Al Ham will 
on offiSi two-dav visit to Kuwait on 'Dicsday, tbe Kuwait 
genS Mr- Hariri, wll he 

dSSi« M^istcr Mohsen Dalloiri,. Displaced 

Walid Jimblatt and Information Minister Michd 
Xal a^ncysaid. Mr. Hariri “1? 

Ahmad^ Sabah, and Crown Pnnee and P^e ftfim^r bheil® 
^ Al Abdallah Al Sabah. He and hisdelg^^l jgw w 
Wednesday. Mr. Hariri last visited Kuwait on Feb. 16 for talks with 
the emir anti crown prince. 


Kyrgyzstan president visits Tehran 


NICOSIA (AP) Kyrgyzstans president, Askar Ataytsv, amved ! 

Sa^ln xSian «onomfo polittc^^d I 

relatioiu between his former Soviet * 

state-run Islamic Republic News 

Akayev as telling reporters on amval that important dooments 
wUlS^siened to «ir wt Tebran-BUhkek ooop^tion. The Mency, 
in Nicosia, said Iranian President Hastemi Rafsanj^ 
S21S Mr.Akayev on arrival. It quoted Mr. Rafeanj^as ^ 
ilToewly independent central Asian 
to Iran. “We are ready to cooperate vnth 

added Iran has been pushing for close ties w^ the former Soviet 
republics and has signed a number of accords with tiieir goveni- 
raents over tbe past two years. 


Rebel Kurds kill oilman in attack in Turkeyk 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — Rebel Kurds killed a Turk^ oil woriw 
and a soldier in an attack on a state oil ng in 
officials said Monday. TTiey said the 

Sunday night when members of the Kurdish Laiwor Party (PAR) 
raided the Barzan oil field in Batman, provmce, Tur key s piemio 
oil area, run by the Turkish Petroleum Corporahon (TPAO). The 
attackers set ablaze two oil tanks, but the fire has sum beea 
contained. The emergency state governor’s office ^ 
from tte attack, the first of its kind reported smoe PKK militaats 
killed two Mobil Oil Turk engineers and wounded fiw w^e^ 

' September in Batman, was about four billion lira (»76,0TO)^^The 
' PKK killed an engineer and seven workers from the 
Aladdin Middle East in 1991. Foreign oil industrialists m 
said earlier they were disturbed by Kurdish ^olence in die 
southeast, where almost all of Turkey's oil activity is concentrated. 
Mobil Oil Turk, the third biggest oil producer in Turkey after; 
TPAO and Shell, applied to have 14 of its 45 exploration licences in j 
i the southeast cancelled after the September attack. ■ I 


Iran denies report of deadly quake 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on Monday denied newspaper reports 
that a deadly earthquake hit the northwestern region of Iranian 
Azerbaijan on Sunday. "No quake was registe^,” insisted tbe 
official news agency IRNA, quoting Tehran University's geo^ty- j 
sics centre and offidais of the province of u^t Azerbaijan. Twe 
newspapers earlier reported 24 people were killed and 49 wounded 
vdien a quake measuring 4.6 on the open-ended Riditer scale 
struck Mandowab. But a local offidal, contacted by AFP, 
dismissed the report as “lies.” 


Djibouti court rejects Ali Aref appeal 

NAIROBI (R) — Djibouti's supreme court has turned down an 


appeal against a 10-year sentence imposed on Ali Aref Bomrfaane, 
he^ of the colonial administration mfore independence in 1977. 


I Mr. Ali Aied was jailed last July after being convicted on charges 
I of threatening state security. Ei^t co-defendants received 10-year 
sentences, while five others were ordered jailed for five years by 
the state security tribunal. Some 47 other p/ropje were sentenced in 
absentia to five years' imprisonment. A Djibouti Radio rqKnter 


told Reuters by telephone the supreme court reached its dedsion 
Friday. Mr. AU Arefs Afor ethnic group has strong support in tiie 
north and backs the rebel front for the Restoration of Unity and 
Democracy (FRUD). Mr. Ali Aref says he is not a meml^ of 
FRUD. He and the other accused were not charged in the name of 
ally poKtical group. Charges agmnst Mr. Ali /Gef and his group 
included threatening state security, . assassination and attempted 
assassination. Mr. Ali ArePs appeal was based on reports 
irregularities in the July trial by international observers. 


'Egyptian authorities detain Sudan convoy' 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Egyptian authorities detained a Sudanese 
food convoy of SO lorries for three days before allowing it rhHvngfe 
to the disputed territory of Halaib at the weekend. Suck's official 
SUNA news agency reported. Egyptian security forces stopped tbe 
convoy last week at Osif, 20 kilometres south of Halaib town in the 
border territory on the Red Sea, SUNA said. The trucks were only j 
allowed to proceed after “lengthy” discussions between those in 
charge of the convoy and Egyptian officers, the agency said. Thirty 
I lorries, despatched by trades unions and profesaonal 

associations, came from Khartoum and the others joined them on 
I the way north. A long-standing dispute over the oil-rich zone 
I to a l^d last year when Khartoum gave a prospecting mnrt>a^ 
to a Canadian company. Relations between the fondamentalist- 
Ncked junta here and the Egyptian government are at a low 
because of alleged Sudanese support for armed Islamic i 

' m Egypt, I 


German court will not hear Ghali on Somalia 


BONN (R) — GcrmMy s highest court has turned down an offer 
from U.N. ScCTetary-Gencral Boutros Ghali to testify at its hearing 
on a bid to bar German troops from Somalia, a government 
spoknman »id Monday. Dr. Ghali. due in Bonn for a pievioasir 
j visit Wedn^ay, had offered in a letter to Ch^lJor 

Helmut Kohl to testify before the court in Karlsruhe on the 

peacekeeping mission in 
® goveromern has started depl^ng 1,700 
frTOps to Somalia but opposition S^al Democrats have asked the 

‘he mission, arguing Bonn is 
constitution.* Gwemment 
Norbert Schaefer told journalists that the court was 
planning to hear testimony about the mission from a U.N. 
deputy sccreiary-gencral, Vladimir Petrovsky. ^ 
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: Jordan still awaits U.N. recommendation on 
establishing new world humanitarian ord 




< dij*,'' • ,AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
^DipaJ ; 'Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
^ Regent, has said that Jordan 
Saiji^ “Was among the first group of 
fiations to demand the establisb- 
V ^ ^ new world humanita- 

order and is ready to uke 

^ ^§^ps towards its hnprementation. 
- Jordan made the demand to 
the world at the start jf the past 
decade and renewed it in January 
of 1992 in an address to the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly, said Prince Hassan Sunday 
'.evening in a lecture delivered at 
*the Royal Police Academy. 

The Kingdom still awaits a 
recommendation by the U.N. 
*Secretary General in this regard 


'for 


an 


‘•Tht • 
sni 


I 

'lani#; 


in order to take the first step in 
implementing such an order, said 
Pnnce Hassan. 

Jordan takes pride in the feet 
that it has bMn contributing to 
the' various international initia- 
tives aiming to s^eguard human 
rights and promoting comprehen- 
rive development, not^ the Re- 
gent. 

Qrrrently, Jordan is recruiting 
a widely experienced team to par- 
ticipate in the 19S6 International 
Conference on Social Develop- 
ment, which will b« held in 
Cc^nfaagen, Denmark, he said. 

in two years, the United Na- 
tions will celebrate its SOth 


anniversary and it is incumbent 
upon the Muslim nation to re- 
mind tile world community of the 
need to safeguard the basic ligjits 
of the diild and the principles of 
human rights which Islam has 

been advocatin g . 

Referring to the rights of dis- 
I^aced people and m^rants, the 
R^nt said, perhaps the new 
Hijra celebration l^nday 
will remind pec^Ie of the forced- 
migration of the Pro^et and his 
sufferings, and the subsequent 
migrations and disj^cement of 
people in our region through wars 
and occupation. 

“This also prompts us to re- 


member Jordan ..sistance to 
the displaced pe/M^ins over the 
past yelua and its recent halting 
of the Bosnian Muslims, whe are 
staying here temporarily until the 
time for their return to their 
bomelaiid, added the Regent. 

During his visit to the 
academy, the Regent listened to a 
Mefing on training courses and 
<fevelo|xnent plans. 

He also listened to a briefing 
on the mission of the police force 
serving trith the U.N. peaceke^ 
ing troops in CrtMiCia. 

Later, the Re^nt attended a 
celebration mari^g the new Hi- 
jra year. 


Hashemite charity to survey 
skills of guest Bosnians 


'^U^MMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Jsh oil J’^wqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Lbeast Tr ' A1 Abbadi, who chairs the 

duriof. • Executive Committee of the 
^ hmn '. tJordanian Hashemite Charity 
rkev'iV ' ■ Orgai^tiOQ, Monday said the 
’ organisation was about to con- 
las si^{, i -.fiuct a study that will help provide 
: &aid |v ; -Eosnian femilies hosted by Jor- 
PKKnt ‘ with^peci^ professional 


fan Television re- 


dan 

fiveW • -Sknis, Jo 

S376.0a' • 

:be Jj s ' ; 

JistsinT ' Abbadi, who was aocom- 

olenct , • Royal Highness 

» concte Sarvatfa Al Hassan on a 

1 Ti^ ' ^ Bosnian families in 

their temporary shelter in Umm 
Teena district in Amman, said 
' tile oigamsation will conduct stu- 
^es on tile Bosnian guests' skills. 
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capabilities and deares in order 
to rehabilitate them professional- 

iy- 

“We are about to prepare a 
study on aU the guests.... in order 
to prepare a rehaUlitation prog- 
ramme for them to make them 
spend their leisure time in useful 
activities that would also make 
them able to serve the project 
and themselves when ttey return 
home,” the minister said. 

Princess Sarvath, who was also, 
accompanied on the visit by 
Minister of Health Abdul Rahim 
Malbas, inspected facilities avail- 
able at the shelters, which are 
housing about 420 Bosnians who 
arrived in Jordan hi the past few 
days. 

They wiO temporarily reside in 


Jordan until the destructive. war 
in their homeland sops. 

On Monday, the Jordan 
Women's Federation provided 
lunch for the Bosnian femilies in 
a Slow of support for government 
efforts. 

Head of the federation Haife 
Abu Ghaaaleh called on all public 
and private institutions to follow 
the lead of the f^eration and 
extend support to the Bosnian 
femilies. 

“I call upon all members of the 
Jordanian fanuly to cany out 
their role and help the govern- 
ment in its endeavours because 
these are not only tiie guests of 
the government, tb^ are the 
guests of our people," she said. 



^SrruiilAE shows: Her Royal H^hness 
' Princess Alia Al Faisal Monday attends a sbow 
of JtM^anian and Palestinian traditional cos- 
tames. The Princess also attended a show of 
Iraqi, Yemeni, Egyptian, Syrian and Arab 


Gulf traditional costumes. The costume design 
evrats conidde with the 11th crmvaitHNi <rfthe 
Arab-American Medical Association whicb b 
contntly convened in Amman. The evente aim 
to acqoaint Aiab-Ameiicaiis with JoiNlanian 
and Arab Inmtage. 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXmBlTIONS 

- Rrfiihitinn of watercoloars, cBtided ‘‘Land- 
scapes of Jordan,*’ by Prof. Efanar INttmaan 
at the Phoenix Art GaDeiy, Gardens Street. 
Ryhaiirtftii «f gjatnringc hj artfate Mawal AhdiiL 
lidi and Dodi Tabbaa at tiie Frendi 

Cultural Centre. 

Rriiihiriii n of Japanese pabiliiigs and photos at 


the Royal Cultural Centre. 

Faintiugs by Salem Al Dabbag^, Himat All and 
Karim Raman at die Abdnl Hamee d Shomaa 
Fonndatioa GaOery (10 a.m.-5 pjn.) 

Art odiiidtioa by 26 Jordanian artists at 
EsfabeeOa Art GaO^, 6th Circle, Amra Shop- 
|dng Centre. 

Photo eriiibidMi entitled “ChOdhood” at the 
Royal Cnttnral Centre. 


Civil 

services to 
accept job 
applications 
July 1 


AMMAN (Pem) — The Qvil 
Service Commission (CSC) mil 
begin aooepting new applications 
as well as af^lication renewals for 
posts in government departments 
as of July 1, according to Abdul- 
lah Ulayyan, the CSC president. _ 

New applicatkms will be dianr ' 
nelled throu^ the post offices, 
and old applications can be re- 
newed at the CSC office in Am- 
man, said Ulayyan Monday. 

The ^rplication renewal pro- 
cess is necessary in order for the 
CSC to determine the number of 
an>licants who are still interested, 
in working for the gpvenimeat, 
Mr. Ulayyan explained. 

In the past yeax, 57,000 of the 
88,000 applicants who originally 
sought employment with the gov- 
ernment through the CSC re- 
newed their ^plications, be said. 
“In the first five months of 1993 
we discovered tiiat nearly 40 per 
cent of the people who had ap- 
plied for work with the govern- 
ment throng^ the CSC had found 
jobs with the private sector," he 
added. 

Referring to the rate of uni- 
versity graduates among the ap- 
plicants, Mr. Ulayyan said they 
account for 30 per cent of the- 
total and these, he added, are 
given priority by govenunent de- 
partments. 

The total number of vacant 
posts in government offices for 
this year is 4,500, said Mr. 
Ulayyan. 

He said so fer the CSC has 
recruited and appointed 2,000 of 
the applicants in various depart- 
ments. 

Three categories of applicants 
were gjven prioriQ' and treated as 
special cases, Mr. Ulayyan 
added. 

These, he said, are sons of 
martyrs, of whom 75 have been 
employ^ in the government, 
haiicficapped persons of whom 52 
will be recruited this year and an 
unspecified number of eli^ble 
applicants from needy families. 


Decision to update voter lists ^routine 
say members of Parliament 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Parliamentarians 
' Monday described as a “routine 
measure'’ a govenunent dedsion 
(o form committees to update and 
revise voter titration lists in 
the country’s 20 voting dist.icts. 

“The government is im- 
plementing the law. The decision 
is a routine one that has no 
serious implications for the date 
of the elections,” member of the 
Lower House of Parliament Mar- 
wan A] Hmoud said. 

Afinister of Interior Salameh 
Hammad Sunday entrusted pro- 
vincial governors with forming 
committees to update voters* lists 
to include voters whose names 
did not appear in the lists for the 
1989 parliamentary elections, d^ 
lete the names of voters who died 
since then and examine the ap- 
plications of voters who have 
chained their place of residence. 

The minister said in a state- 
ment that voters who have 
changed their place of residence 
and wish to register in new voting 
districts should submit their ap- 
plications before August 1. These 
applications should be accqmpa- 
ni^ with documents proving that 
the voter has moved from his/her 
voting district and with his/her 
old voting card. 

The minister’s statement, car- 
ried by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the voters’ committees 
would seek infonnation from 
courts asKl the Ci'^ Status De- 
partment to update voters’ lists to 
account for deceased persons, vo- 
ters who were sentenced by 
courts, thus losing the eligibility 
to vote, and voters whose names 



Jordanians are expected to go to the polls in late 
to elect members of Farlnment in die_first 

did not appear in the previous 
lists. 

“It is a positive step that gov- 
ernment started to update the 
(voteia’) list. But the dedsion has 
no indi^ons for the next elec- 
tions,” sdieduied for later this 
year, member of Ae Muslim 
Brothertiood bloc at the House 
Hammam Said told the Jordan 
Times. 

Along with other political par- 
ties in the Kingdom, the Brmber- 
hood is awaiting the govern- 
ment’s deciaon on a date ^ the 
elections and the law under whidi 
they would be held. 

llie goverrunent is constitu- 
tionally obliged to hold the elec- 


■nolti-party elections 
decades 0^ photo) 

tions before the mandate of the 
current Pariiament ends on Nov. 

23, but it is still not dear whether 
a ^ange in the law is forthcom- 
ing. ■ 

It has been non-commital on 
the issue, only confirming that no 
diango^ould be introduced be- 
fore consnlting ndth “everyone 
concerned," while members of 
the House and political parties 
say no change should be made 
without the approval of Pariia- 
mmit. 

The government can call the 
House for an extraordinary ses- 
sion before its mandate ends and 
the Constitution ^ulates that a 
sessKMi ^nld be held if 41 de- 


in the Kingdom in three 


puties or more request it. 

Deputies earlier said they 
would demand an extraordinary 
session if the government 
chan^d the leg^lation by issuing 
a temporary law. 

A4r. Hmoud said the only thing 
the formation of the committees 
indicates is that elections will not 
be held before August as has 
been suggested by some obser- 
vers. 

No numbers on eligible voters 
for the next elections were im- 
mediately available and Ministry 
of Interior offidals could not be 
reached for comment Monday, a 
public holiday to mark the ^a- 
npe new year. 


3rd Jordanian’s release from Syrian jails 
prompts lawyers to seek freedom of rest 


By Elia NasraDah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With ihc release 
thus far this year of 3 Jor danians 
from Syrian jails the Jord^an 
Bar Association (JBA) is step- 
ping up its efforts to secure the 
release of the re mai n in g Jorda- 
nian detainees in Syria. “Two 
^ys ago. I learned tiiat the Sy- 
rian authorities released Hassan 
Al . Khatib, who has been de- 
tained for ^e past 22 years and I 
am wmting for the others to be set 
free in fulfillment of proiiiises 
made at a meeting in Morocco 
Last month to Jord^an Lawyeis 
by Syrian attorneys who said ^ey 
would seek every possible way to 
secure their release,” smd JBA 
President Kamal Nasser. 

Dr. Nasser told the Jordan 
.Times Monday that he mil bead a 
team next week to Damascus to 
discuss at the highest lev^ with 
Syrian offidals the release of tiie 
remaining Jordanians. 

According to the JBA presi- 



Hakem Al Fayez 

dent, Dafi Jamaani, Hatem 
Zureikat, Saeed Hatamleh and 
other Jordanians are s:^ de- 
tained in Syria. 

Hakem Al Fayez, who served 
22 years in Syrian jails returned 
to Jordan on Jan. 14. Last week 
Mjalli Nasraween crossed tiie 
borders into Jordan ater ^ years 


Mjalli Nasraween 
in detention. 

Asked about the assodation's 
ptaiB to help secure the release of 
the 10 Jordanian and Palestinian 
prisoners sentenced to deatii in 
Kuwait, Dr. Nasser said the JBA 
has tiiTM options: 

'^Fust we are trying throi^ 
the Arab Lawyers Union to exert 


pressure on the Kuwaitis to set 
them free. Second, if this d<^ 
not bear fruit, the assodation is 
planning to hire Kuwmti lawyers 
to contest the dea^ seatenoes in 
higher Kuwaiti courts; and third, 
an assodation team would visit 
Kuwait to disenss the matter with 
the Kuwaiti govemraent," he ex- 
plained. 

Should all three measures fell 
to jneld positive results, the JBA 
wiu call for an emergenqr meet- 
ing in Amman, <rf the Cairo- 
based Arab lawyers Union to 
discuss the sitnation and 
take the matter to the United 
Nations, said Dr. Nasser. 

“Detaining people without trial 
and arbitral sentendng them to 
deatii are violations of basic hu- 
man rights, something which we 
wfll fi^t,” he aded. 

Dr. Nasser said that the bar 
assodation was pursuing tiiese 
efforts wiA the Syrians and the 
Kuwaitis simultaneously, until 
every Jordanian detainee has 
been freed. 


Regent congratulates Luxembourg Duke 

AMMAN (Petra) ^ His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Monday sent a cable to Grand Duke Jean of 
Lnxemtourg congratulating him on bis country’s national day. 
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Peace process will only be successful with 
strong U.S. involvement — former ambassador 


i 

a tiJ*' 




By a Jordan Tinies 
Staff Rqxirter 

■AMMAN — Tbe Middle East 
peace process launched in Madrid 
20 months ago has vritiistood the 
Cii?I xliange of guard at the White 
risTji- '! 'House and the Arab-lsraeli peace 
‘fiegotiations are going in the right 
.direction; but the process may 
'not bear fruit without direct 
'American involvement and use of 
feverage sooner of later, 
.says a veteran American analyst 
and former ambassador. 

. According to Herman Eflts, 
^o retired from active U.S. 
foreign service in 1979 after serv- 
ing as ambassador to Egypt, 
Washington had been frying to 
settle foe Arab-lsraeli conflict 
since foe early 50s, but changes in 
Jftidministrations and preoccupa- 
tions with foe cold war bad con- 
, 'nstently ' aborted successive 
^ 1 ,^! ;^oris everytime a breakthrough 

uTi*' p; jlj 5igt|t. 

Mr. JEdlts, addressing a small 
gathering at foe headquarters of 
foe Al Ahd Parly, said Sunday 
that the jnesent framework of 
J. 'sepmte tiMks o£ bAateral nego- 
A ‘*1 ti^ons between Israel and eadi 
- r the Af^ parties involved in 
^ ‘foe conflict offered the best 
approach. 

'-Z “In my long career, there was 
• '• never tlm omst^tion of ele- 
ments (where) prospects (for a 
'I 9ttlei^t) are said Mr. 

' ^ts, in 70s anddescribed by 
many as a symbol of “liviiig 
American history” because of his 
dose involvement wifo U.S. fore- 
tgn poGcy gnee the 1940s, 

■ said the self-professed 

; ; Republican for life,” unless foe 
'< Qinton administiatiop “put forfo 


tv. 


its ideas and viewpoints on what 
is fair and what is not fmr” at 
certain point in foe negotiations, 
it is difficult to envisi^ foe talks, 
producing positive outoome. 

In a one-hour lecture followed 
by 30 minutes of questions and 
answers, Mr. Eilts presented 
what could be described as a 
thumbnail sketch of how 
Washington looked at foe Arab- 
lsraeli conflict and what conrid- 
erations went into shaping its 
approaches at varioos points in 
time to settle foe conflict. 

The overriding fector, be said, 
was, ‘*whefoer you like it or not,” 

. an unwavering American com- 
mitment to the “welfere and 
security of Israel.” But such a 
stand, he said, did not predeter- 
mine foe shape of an Arab-lsraeli 
peace settlement. 

One gaping element left un- 
addiessed 1^ the former diplomat 
■was why and how foe U.S. could 
adopt a neutral stand of leaving it 
to foe parties to work out a 
settlement at a time when 
Wafoing^’s uneqaivo^ poli- 
tical, military and moral support 
for Israel was giving the Jewish 
state an edge in every phase of 
the conflict. 

According to Mr. Eilts: 

Ilie U.S. commitment to en- 
ding the conflict was made as 
early as the 50s when Harry 
Truman was president. It was 
clear understanding then that an 
American approadi to foe issue 
would be bated on three major 
elements: use of American good 
offices to negotiate and re^ a 
settlement, American economic 
assistance to the parties con- 
cerned and American guarantees 
to srqiport whatever peace agree- 


ment was reached. 

But foe main problem was foe 

S lex nature of foe conflict 
preempted efforts for a 
“comprebenrive” approach and 
divert energies towards “in- 
cremental” solutions. This ex- 
plains the var^ng approaches 
tried by the U.S. sum as focusing 
on foe water problems as was 
d^ by Eric Johnston in tte 
early 1960s, efforts on the 
Egyptian-Israeli track which were 
rebuffed by the late ^yptian 
leader Jamal Abdul Nasser and 
the bid by Joseph Johnson to 
address foe problem of Palesti- 
nians displace by war. 

None of these approaches suc- 
ceeded for one reason or another, 
starting with changes in the admi- 
mstramin, personal attitudes and 
preoccupations of successive U.S. 
presidents. 

The situation was furfoer com- 
plicated vnib foe added element 
of Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank, foe Gaza Strip and the 
Golan Heights in the 1967 war. 

A “comprebenstve" approach 
to the complex situation was 
furfoer set badt because of foe 
teiTitorial question that came into 
existence after the war. 

Furthermore, Washington's 
credibility was also put iuto ques- 
tion since it had not lived up to a 
commitment given to Isrtel in 
1957 that foe U.S. would step in if 
tte Titan Struts were ctosra, as 
Nasser did in May 1967. 

' Anwar Sadat, who succeeded 
Nasser as Egypt’s president in 
1970, wanted a peac^ solution. 
But was told by Henry Kissin- 
ger, secretary of state in foe 
administration, that “you 


cannot hope to get back through 
negotiations what you could not 
get through war.” 

This was interpreted by Sadat 
as an invitation to war which 
could subsequentl]^ engage Israel, 
in peace negotiations, and this 
explains why he went to war in 
19^. “The U.S. was totally sur- 
prised by the war since h did not 
believe Egypt had foe military 
power to do iL” 

Kissinger worked ont separate 
disen^gement amements be- 
tween £rael and foe Arab co'ui- 
tries concerned. 

But peace agreements re- 
mained elurive. Efforts to re^ 
accords through an international 
conference were aborted by dif- 
fering positions and precondi- 
tions set by various parties. 

Finally, it was not until the 
Carter presidency that Sadat, 
“wifo the flair for melodrama,” 
virited oocopied Jerusalem and 
initiated dir^ negotiations info 
Israel. 

Eventually the 1978 Camp 
David agreement was signed. But 
that did not produce any solution 
to the core of the conflict — the 
Palestinian problem — nor 
Israel's ocenpation of other Arab 
territories. 

Outer was determined to posh 
along foe otiier tracks of coifoict, 
but be was defeated in elections 
and Ronald Reagan, who suc- 
ceeded him, was more preoccu-- 
]»ed with the fece^off wifo 
the Soviet Union than the laddie 
East problem. 

Reagan moved a little after 
Israel's invasion of Lebanon in 
19ffi, but “he did not foQow it up 
wifo vigor and let (bis initiative of 
September 1982) whither away.” 


The Bush administration that 
succeeded the Reagan White 
House managed to secure Arab 
and Israeli confidence following 
foe Gulf war over Kuwait, and 
hence the international confer- 
ence in Madrid in October 1991 
foat launched the new peace pro- 
cess. 

“I have to admit foat foe Clin- 
ton administration has done well 
so far in the process, in terms of 
guiding it in foe right direction,” 
said Mr. Eilts. 

Essentially, foe three principles 
set ont during foe Truman admi- 
nistration remain in place, he 
said, “except of course I don’t 
know whether the element of 
, American (economic) assistance 
' is still valid.” 

Following foe lecture, Mr. Eilts 
answered questions from foe au- 
dience and made foe following 
' points: 

— Israel's “Gaza fiist" ofler is 
“inviting trouble." The densely- 
populated strip already has 
enough problems of its own 
rather than to be foe testing 
ground for Palestinian autonomy 
— unless of course Israel wants to 
make foe point foat the Palesti- 
nians are incapable of adminis- 
trating their own a^irs. 

— Some of foe issues foat 
remain stumbling blodcs in foe 
ongoing negotiations in Washing- 
ton were raised during the 
^yptian-lsraeli negotiations in 
1^8 and did not produce any 
solutions. Some parts of the 
Camp David agreement were 
written in haste and left many 
points ambiguous wifo the argu- 
ment or consolation that these 
issura could be crystallised during 


negotiations on Palestinian 
autonomy — talks nliidi never 
materialised because Reagan did 
not pick up where Carter left off. 

— The stuqie of a pe^ settle- 
ment cannot be determined since 
it depends on foe negotiating 
parties themselves and American 
involvement. Washington is talk- 
iilg about a ’^ll-partner” role in 
foe negotiations, but “1 doubt 
whether the administration itself 
knows what it means.” 

— Security Council Resolution 
242 contradicts itself in its provi- 
sions, wifo “preamble language” 
coaflicting wifo “operative lan- 
guages.” The most outstand^g 
point in question is foe omission 
of foe won] “the” in foe English 
text while referring to foe Arab 
territories occupied by Israel. But 
tiie ultimate judgpment on tins 
Hes wifo foe party foat originally 
presented the resolution to the 
coundl in 1967 — Britain and 
Jordan. 

— While its commitment to the 
’welfare and security” of Israel 
remains very much in place, 
Washington's interests in the 
Middle East “are broader than hs 
relationship wifo Israel." This 
should be taken into considera- 
tion by the Arabs while pushing 
foe U.S. 

— Tiie Arabs could and should 
launch a better public relations 
campaign in the U.S. to present 
their case. “It is not a matter of 
winning or losing, but simply a 
matter of presenting the right 
image and right infonnation at 
the ri^t time." Spurts of such 
campaigns will not work; there 
has to be a sustained, long-term 
strategy and objective. 


Jordan elected to panel 
of Non-Aligned Movement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan was 
elected a member of the Non- 
Aligned Movement’s permanent 
information coordination panel at 
a meetix^ of ministiies of in- 
foimatioD of non-ali^ied coun- 
tries, held in Pyongyang, 'North 
Kor^ 

The week-long meeting re- 
viewed resolutions passed by the 
10th conference of the Non- 
Aligned Movement held in Jakar- 
ta in 1992, the current informa- 
tion situation worid-wide and the 
non-aligned countries' informa- 
tion policies, including their in- 
formation and media strategies in 
foe new worid order, cooperation 
among the countries in foe sou^ 


m hemisphere in the infoima- 
doD and media fields, and the 
transfer of modern technology 
related to infonnation to mem- 
bers of foe movement. 

Jordan was among 60 nations 
participating in the meeting and 
was represented by Ibrahim 
Shahzadeh', director of Jordan 
Television and the second secret- 
aiy of Jordan’s embassy in Pek- 
ing. 

The conference, which ended 
Sunday evening, announced that 
foe fifth meeting by foe non- 
aligned conntries information 
ministers would be beld in Niger- 
ia in 1996. 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 
SUMMER SCHOOL 1993 

REGISTRATION STILL 




Registration still open for 1993 & summer school. 

Courses; 

Langu^es (Arabic. English, French) 

Activities: (Woodwork, computer studies, drama, art, 
dance). 

Sports: (Tennis, swimming, skating, squash, basketball). 
Special I.B., I.G.C.S.E. courses (Arabic, math, science). 

For further information, please call 845572 sum- 
mer school section, June 26-July 22, 1993. 
Saturday through Th ursda y 
9:00 &m. - 1:30 p.m. 
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Reunion in healthy style 

.‘^RAU'AMERICAN docton have come to AauiiaB fo^ 
iheir 11th intematioiial medical conveotioo. We wel- 
:oi3ie them with pride, bnt also with mixed e moHo D a 
ind thooght. Fle^higly, we think diat tids maybe both 
a good place and a starting point for Arhb nnlty, 
sofiidarity or at least ho m ecoming. Be c a u s e irre q t e c fl ve 
of their coTutry of origiii, these doctors are boimd by 
professional duty and they leave aside petty politics for 
the sake of Hippocrates’ oaftfa and tiiat of hnmanldnd. 
But the fact that they have ‘*come’* to AnmuDi, in flie 
course of their meetings that take them to dilforent 
.Arab countries each year, somehow brings to os a sad 
thought too. 

Why did so many brillhmt mlnda cod op abroad in 
the first place? So^ because of fndigimee, perhaps. 
Alter all doctors in tiw U.S. are paid fbrir worth in 
goldy as they say. Some no doubt left beamse 
anemployincnt In their countries was too Mgb to a Bo w 
ITor one more skOlfol physician to practise at home. 
Anti most, imfortana^, enrigrated becanse of the 
dream of freedom the “new world” was sore to ghre 
Ihem. Because freedom stands above aiqrtiifaig else and 
3n most Arab countries it is not n commodity avaflaiUe 
in abmidance, some of onr U^hiy edocated men and 
women end op living ootside the mothdiuiid. ; 

In the opening speeches, it was made a point, time 
and again, to mention the democratic pnto Jordto has 
sdopt^ for itself. Jonlanian-Aitterhams were not 
ashamed to fed proud that thdr roots now ^ in a 
ccuntry where human rights are well receded and 
riurtored. 

Educated people are an asset to aiqr country. 
O'oetofs even more so as so many Hves bii^ on thi^ 
skiUs and knowledge. D is nice to host the expatriate 
doctors every now and then, bnt ft would be Just 
Tr-oodeifal to have them here for good. 

And Jordan has started doing its ^are in paving the 
way for a climate devoid of oppression and foar, one 
ce&dccive to development and brnnanitarianism. 
Maybe if other Arab countries followed suit, In a fow 
years’ time we would not have sndi convendions any 
more. 

In the meanwhOe, though, we have to make do with 
what we have. If the AAMA convoitkMi can help 
Jordanian doctors benc^ froOi the cqwrioiee and 
e?^pertise of their compatriots In tile D.S., tiioi tiie 
conference wiD serve a vmy osefhl porpose. U will be 
i:q'j:any important if the conventira b soccessfol in 
establishing ties for the fotnre, where cooperatian and 
f': ’Parity among Arabs and Arab-Ammkans replace 
r^ dry and petty squabbles among governments and 
reahoes iatide the Arab Worid. 

This is an opportunity to do thb and more. To tlib 
vrA, we welcome the conferees and nrge them tospend 
j R little extra time just to see bow tb^ presence 
v:-; practically fits in the picture as a wh^ 


PRESS COlHIHEilTAinES 


^'«.':!.LOWING WEEK-LONG fatUe taUs in Washington, the 
.‘^nd Israeli delegations are now preparing for a acoood week 
' .discussions within the 10th round m the pence prooeas, said Al 
"Aiycr daily Monday. The first week witnessed procrastination 
.’t';! stalling on the part of the Israeli teams, ending in no prog res s 
..'I said the daily. It was rather strange to bear tbe Israeli team 
- it ing complaints, daiming that it is the Arab parties nte impede 
rttlcTTient when it is well-known that laael's occ upa tion of 
I'.ru'n land and its intransigent position oonstitnte ftnini^pg 


before any peaM. the paper pointed out. If tbe Arabs are 
:''‘r;nr:C to international legitnnacy and demanefing tbe Imple- 
; of U.N. resolutions, then th^ are truly commim to 

7:..':-. 3nd do not in any form constitnie an obstade 10 it, 
:r^7nt:cd the daily. It that over tbe past 20 mooilM the 
have been prevaricating and resorting to varions methods 
.-vc:-; direct practical discussion over the end of ocenpation and 
.inge of land for peace. IsraeTs false daims ud futile 
aat. njrL<- to delay the establishment of peace based cm justice, said 
rarer, can ^ no means give impetus to the pence procem or 
o r'n i‘:c two rides attain a settlernent. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dnstour discussed tbe oateome erf the 
jcrdanian economic conference held at die Universl^ of Jordan 
in :h‘j post week, and said that tbe huge pioblems fiKuig tbe 
national economy justify such a meeting and otiien that sbcMud be 
icter in this rqgard. Mohammad Daond said that tbe working 
pspers reviewed by the economists and the specialists revealed 
d»'cr2.Tit views cooceming the appropriate means for dealing 
.viii-. ihe various aspects of the ecmiomy and its problems. Gting 
.v. r.- these problems, the writer said the indebtedness and 
lin.-riT'Vyment were among the main priorities tiiat lecpure 
-:;'ih(rrAr< :tnd these were not ftiliy explored in one oonferenoe. A 
^L ';es r>: meetings should be organised later to handle eadt issue 
:.o> iini.-;; to the economy so that the economists and die 
-L■J^.^^-:;)akers in responsible po si tions can fiml a common 
f y: solutions bated on tbe economists' ideas and lecom- 
v: ;'r<d.'>:ions. said the writer. Further meetings of these specialists 
be given due consideration because are bomid to help 

'.-.L cc-jotn.' handle its economic afl^ in a b^ter and more 
. .-v^;;cheRSkve manner, suggested tbe writer. The writer said t^ 
priv.jte sector ought to 1^ consulted and involved folly in sndi 
> becau-su. he said, this sector does not only have vast 
.-.7.ro-:r..> in economic matters, but also has tbe power and the 
i\‘". I'j help find so'uticns to the unemployment proMem. 


Flaws in the circus and the circusmaster 


The Worid Human Rights Conference bring held in Vienna this 
week under United Nations auspices is a veritable circus, a 
peculiar beast both threatening and hopeful from our perfective 
as a sm^, developing country. The hopeful element is that 
everyone in the world agrees that human rights are a good thing 
and should be assured to all people, though many oilturesTir 
governments disagree on the exact definition of human ri^ts. 
Tbe threatening element is that nortfaern/western industriaJised 
states may be trying to use human rights as a convenient banner 
under wl^ to interfere in the internal affairs of developing 
countries, and to mainiain exploitative potitical/eamomic rela- 
tionsh^ that suit northern/western materialism (while making 
oitc^ectnal pretzels out of nonhern/westem morality). 

The mrin controversy at Vienna and elsewliere seems to be the 
debate about whether human rights are universal or should be 
tailored to particular national cultures and traditions — an 
unfortunate and diversionary debate, in my view, because the real 
issues at stake are so much broader than this. ^ course human 
rights axe nmvertel, bat at the same time tiiey must be defined 
and applied in a manner that is appropriate to any single country's 
cultui^ traditions, values, and current socio-economic condition. 
Would tbe United States object if a Singapore-type top-heavy 
leadership took power in Somalia today and revived economic 
life? Probably not, because the imperative of economic revival 
and national coherence in this case overrides the niceties of total 
pofitical freedom. 

The West's focus on legal and political rights of individuals 
dashes with most of the South's cultural emphasis on tbe conc<^ 
of collective identity and the assurance of a person's dvic, 
economic and buman rights through a more communal structure. 
T1& is not to judge which is a better system, but only 10 recognise 
the very powerful and poIiticaUy valid cultural distinctions that 
distingi^ cultures from one another. 

It is irksome, however, to find the north/west once again 
pontificating to the rest of the world about the importance of 
ap^ying their definition of human rights as a universal standard. 
This was succinctly ^culated by U-S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, who told the Vienna gathering: "We cannot let 
cultural relativism become the last refuge (rf repression." 

This may be a good sound bite and headline quote, but it's 
lousy politics and feulty reasoning — in other woi^, just about 
what we would expect the United States on the human rights 
issue at sta^ of the evolving global situation. It's lousy and 
faulty because it denies the vitality of the struggle for human 
r^ts in much of the developing wofid, it ignores the fact that the 
I^ted States and its Europ^n sidekicks have supported and are 
still supporting most of the developing countries that are seen as 
in human rights and it betrays cultural presumptuousness 
and political arrogance that can only sour the human rigjits debate 
rather than move it forward on the path of success we all seek. 
Our reply to Mr. Christopher is that we cannot let human rights, 
become the latest transnational camouflage for the West's 
neocolonial exploitation, hypocritical diplomatic expediency and 
cultural pomp^ty. 

From our pe rsp ettive, the human ri^ts issue is rather ridi, and 
complex. Human ri^ts demands have generated great passion 
and political activism in the Aiab/Islamic World in recent years, 
mainly as weapons in the strug^e against three perceived 
oppressors: domestic autocratic regimes, regional occupying 
powers and foreign super-powers (all of whom broadly reflect 
American/westera political goals or rely on American/westem aid 
— is it any wonder, therefore, that the U.S. and some of its 
Enropab should be so concerned and defensive about their legai^ 
around the world?) 

The formal human rights movement In tbe Nfiddle East was 
born in the early 1980s. when the Arab Organisation for Human 
Rights was established by a handful of intellectuab and activists to 
be followed by national bodies and Amnesty International 
chapters in Iordan, Egypt. Morocco, Tuniria, Lebanon and other 


countries. These groups focused on improving human rights 
omiditions in their own countries, emf^asising the rights of 
assodation, free speedi, political expression and activism, and 
fair trials, and strutting against inhuman practices such as torture 
and detention without 

Parallel to this, Arab/Islamic activists have long fought against 
the human rights abuses of Israel in the Arab territories it has 
occupied since 1967 — but to tittie avail, because Israel's 
overwhelming U.S. support has allowed it to ignore both Arab 
protestations and dozens of U.N. resolutions criticising its human 
rights record. 

In tbe 1^ five years, however, the human rights debate in the 
Middle Eatf has taken on new dimensions, nuunly as a response 
to the Arab perception that western powers are blatantly using 
human rights as an excuse to interfere in the domestic affairs of 
weaker countries. As was highti^ted during the 1990*1991 Gulf 
crisb, most Middle Eastern countries feel that the U.S.^ed 
western world expediently uses human rights standards, U.N. 
resolutions and ofoer leg^istic or humanbtic criteria in a selective 
and whimsical manner — stressing human rights when it suits 
western interests, but ignoring them when the interests of Third 
World countries are at stake. 

A glaring example of this is the contrast between western 
poHaes in northern Iraq suid Bosnia; the West intervened fiercely 
and continues to provide protection to Kurds in northern Iraq 
because this has been deemed (temporarily) useful to the West’s 
anti-Saddam Hussein strategy, but the West moves with mudi 
more caution and much less speed and force to protect Bosnians 
vriio are dying and suffering en masse. Seveml Arab countries that 
joined the anti-Iraq coalition in the Gulf war (Turkey, Syria, 
Egypt. Morocco, Pakisun) have been repeatedly criticised by 
Amnesty, the U.S. Stete D^rtment, tiic European Community 
and others for their human rights abuses, to the apparent disdain 
of western powers who claimed to fight Iraq on the basis of 
"prindples''. 

Most people in the Middle East reject the narrow Anglo-Saxon 
emphasis on the dvil and political ri^ts of individuals, arguing 
that the western genesis of human rights as protection for 
individuals against the t3rranny of the state is only partially 
rdevant in ^ rest of the world. Most developiiig societies 
certainly do su^r domestic rights denials; but the main source of 
their oppression, exploitation, underdcveloimient, or even 
national collapse in the last century and a half has been from 
foreign (mainly western) powers who have either manufactured 
the states of the south or exploited them through support for 
autocratic regimes. From our perspective, therefim, it is grossly 
ironic that the same world powers that are a leading source of the 
national distress and fragility of the developing world should 
emerge suddenly as the good guys who seek to drive tbe human 


^ V 



Sd“eti«"^iew human ri^ts issues as a 

indepenSnee, non-interference m their 
eer foreign powers, the rights to economic 
conquest of pwerty and debt, a dean 

fom^ occo^tion, racism, apartheid, ethnic cleansing, and 

“T??&ic religion and Arab sodal tractitions also aim to 
ass^ ihe^dividu® s right within bis or her br^r ~mmunal 
fanSfy, the tribe or dan, « the mod^ s^- 

TlSaiWncnt says that the West's excesMve fo<^ h 
Lm is^rSn cause of the breakdown of the family and the nse id 
violence and serious social problems. , 

Therefore, the Arab and Islamic World ^ 

rest of the Third World in demanding three main things 
J^ded definition of homan rights 
co^unal and national concerns alongside mdi^^ 
political rights, a -nivcTsal application of human nghts standwds 
mthout discrimination or seleOTvity, and more 
ing and implementation m^anisms that are not susceptible to 

superpower manipulation. . . , 

One new fear now is that new implementation mechani^ for 
human rights will be placed in the hands of U.N. agena« tfiat^j 
be easily controlled by the U.S. and other powers. The 
mechanisms to strengthen impartial and eff^ve mplemOTtato 
of human ririits standards around the world will be crucial to the 
future of the human rights movement. Many of us ^und hw 
are dubious abiout some proposals such as a U.N. hi^ commt^ 
sioner for human rights or an ombudsperson. be»use „ 

easily be manipulated by superpowers working through the U.N. 
Security Council. The new stiuciures for human ngbts imple- 
mentation must reflect the universality of the international order, 
and not the dominant influence of a few powers. 

Many Arabs and Muslims share the fear that the human rights 
question in the 1990s may go the same way as the ^bate on the 
intereational economic order in the mid-1970s, which was scuttled 
by the West because it did not suit its commerdal imperatives. 
Thai breakdown led to the massive debt crisis of the last decade 
and grinding poverty in many developing states; the same may 
happen on the political level if the South's concerns on human 
rights are not respected and taken into consideration today. There 
is alw fear amongst us that human rights, like the environmem^ 
may be used by the West as an excuse to interfere in the interne- 
^airs of sovereign states. 

Human ri^ts standards should be a force for common global 
action for the good of all people. It would be a shame to allow the 
human rights potential to whither away and die in ideological 
battle. At the same time, it would be a catastrophe for tbe 
developing world to lie down and roll over before the self- 
appointed American circusmaster. It would be a good start to free 
toe human rights debate from the grip of governments and allow it 
to find its course amongst non-governmental organisations and 
concenied ordinary people. 

Tbe deadly combination of governments and the United 
Nations is not a good sign for human rights trends because 
western governments will only repeat their self-serving exploita- 
tion of me U.N. as they did in the Gulf crisis and most Third 
World governments have been proven to be autocratic, incompe- 
tent or ilte^timate in the eyes of their people. The U.N./ 
govenunents combination has already badly damaged the global 
enviromneiit and the economy and it should not be allowed to do 
tbe same to buman rights issues. 

© Rami G. Khouri 1993 ' 
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Critical week for Nigeria after poll result clamp 


By J<riu Owen-Davies 
Reuter 


LAGOS — Nigeria has entered a 
critical week that could deter- 
miiie whether tbe military will 
step aside for an elected president 
in August or extend its decade at 
the helm. 

After arguaUy the mi»t free 
and fair presidential poll ever 
held in Nigeria on June 12, baf- 
fled and upset Nigerians still 
await final results from military 
President Ibrahim Babandda's 
eJecteraJ commission (NEC). 

Many Nigerians deeply con- 
cerned for their country's future 
say only swift government action 


A bizarre series of events in the 
most dramatic few days since 
Gen. Babangjda foiled a coup 
atteimt in April 1990 has also 
raised major questions. 

Does, for Example, the army 
want to ding to power despite 
repeated assertions to the con- 
trary? Why did the government 
become entangled in a legal mess 
when it had a ready-made escape 
route used to ensure that the June 


12 poll went ahead? 

“Nigeria is on the brink of 
disaster today. (This) week will 
dedde whether we enter a new 
dawn or doom and destruction,*' 
said Remi Fani-Kayode. a highly 
respected legal expert. 

“That dedsion is in the hands 
of Professor Humphrey Nwosu 
now," he said in a statement 
.obtained by Reuters. 

NEC boss Nwosu stunned 
Nigerians Wednesday by bowing 
to a court order, won by advo- 
cates of extended army rule, to 
hall the results when Muslim 
business tycoon Moshood Atmla 
was winning. 

It was an extraordinary about- 
face by Mr. Nwosu after he 
brushed aside a similar court rul- 
ing seeking to stop the actual 
poll, citing a military decree 
saying no court could halt the 
process. 

His latest action triggered a 
spate of potentially time consum- 
ing counter-suits demanding the 
immediate release of results in 
high courts in some of Nigeria's 
30 states. 


Several western ambassadors 
say they have been assured by the 
government it will try to deal 
quickly with legal issues and that 
uen. Babangid^a's planned Au- 
gust 27 handover date is un- 
changed. 

But some politicians are not so 
sure, pointing to a lack of any 
overt legal moves from the gov- 
ernment side last Tbutsday and 
Friday before a weekend meak. 

lyorchia Ayu, presi^nt of the 
elected senate, and House of 
Representatives speaker Agunwa 
Anaekwe urged General foban- 
pda to order tiie NEC to rdease 
results without delay in the “in- 
terest of unity, peace and sta- 
bility*'. 

Mr. Abiola, whose Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) controls 
both national a.sscmbly houses, 
declared himself (he poll winner 
on Friday and urged Cfen. Baban- 
gida to order the NEC to give the 
outcome “to safeguard the corpo- 
rate existence m our beloved 
country’’. 

Bashir Tofa. Mr. Abioia’s riv- 
al, has kepi a low profile. Many 


Nigerians believe he lost an uni- 
que opportunity to concede de- 
^t last Monday when official 
results from 14 of Nigeria's 30 
states put him in an ^most hope- 
less position. 

Some membeis of Mr. Tofa's 
embittered National Republican 
Convention (NRC) have issued 
demands to the NEC, including 
that Mr. Abiola be disqualified 
and fresh elections held. 

Uncertainty has added to un- 
ease in Mr. Abiola's mainly 
Christian western bastion and in 
the largely Muslim north, Mr. 
Tofa's re^on. 

“As a citizen, 1 am very much 
concerned about the situation in 
the country." said Yu»if Maita- 
ma Sule, a senior member of the 
previous 1960-66 and 1979-83 re- 
publics toppled in coups amid 
charges of corruption, poll fraud 
and engendering rivalries. 

So for, peaceful demonstra- 
tions by NRC members have 
been reported in nortittem Kano. 
Niger and Sokoto states. Kano 


was the scene of bloody sectarian 
and ethnic violence in 1991. 

Tension has also been fanned 
paitiy by the inability of some 
politicians and their followers to 
accept defeat in a nation nearly 
torn apart by rivalries in the 
1967-70 Biafran civil war. 

“Nigeria is presently on the 
verge of chaos and the NRC 
could easily lend itself to be uted 
^ an instrument of destruction if 
it does not accept defeat now," 
said Mahmud Waziri, an NRC 
presidential hopeful in aborted 
primaries last year. 

In Kano, where Mr. Abiola 
beat Mr. Tofa on his home turf, 
trader Yusuf Ojo said: *‘We will 
never accept defeat. We believe 
Tofa did not lose. We will go to 
any length to ensure that either 
the result is cancelled or fresh 
elections are called." 

Many northerners were stung 
by signs that the presidenc>’ was 
going to be wrenched from' their 
after providing almost all 
Nigeria's leaders since independ- 




Ibrahim RntMingf fi|| 

enre from Britain in I960. 

Both parties were created by 
the army for its civilian rule prog- 
ramme. already delayed three 
times. 


The tragedy of Gaza in one family 


By Robert Mahoney 


JABALYA, Gaza Strip — 
Mohammad Al Kurdi is a strap- 
ping former wrestler. 

Birt today he ats slumped and 
sobbing as be tells how be lost his 
baby son to an army bullet, his 
job to an anny closure of the 
ooenpied territories and a family 
borne to anny dynamite. 

For Mr. Kurdi, the resumption 
of Middle East peace talks in 
Washington this month and 
Israeli proinises of better condi- 
.tions in the territories ve an 
inelevattce. 

A huge photograph of his 20- 
month-old son Fares looks down 
on the sparsely-furnished room of 
his dsdCT-blo^ house in lab^ya 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip. 

He vas sanding beside Fares 
on May 16 when a soldier spun 
around and fired a bullet without 
waroiag into the toddler's chest. 
Tbe anny said tbe soldier was 
ainung at stone-throwers. 

Fares was the 34th child under 


Reuter 


16 to be !'.illcd by mldicis in five 
months. .1 toll unprecedented in 
the fire-\‘ear-old Arab uprising 
against Israeli occupation. 

“The army commander came 
here and apolo^sed." said Mr. 
Kurdi. his head in hb hands. “I 
asked him why did they do that, 
why don't they leave us alone?" 

“They took away my job. then 
my son. ..they apolo^sed but 
even until today they will not give 
me a permit (to work in Israel) 
because they fear 1 will take 
revenge for the killing of my 
baby.” Mr. Kurdi said. “Nobody 
has suggested this is the reason 
but I understand Israelis, for them 
security is everything." 

Would he seek revenge? *'I 
don't know what to do. It is hard 
to express to you the feeling 1 
would have if I went to Israel 
ag?in and saw Jews,” Mr. Kurdi 
said. “(But) I have to work there. 
There are no jobs in Gaza.” 


Mr. Kurdi, like lens of 
thousands of Palestinians, lost his 
job in Israel 11 weeks ago when 
the government sealed off the 
occupied territories after attacks 
on Jews. 

It has since gradually eased 
some restrictions to prevent an 
eruption of poverty-driven unrest 
but only about a quarter of the 
40,000 Gazans who worked in 
Israel before (he closure have 
been allowed back to thdr jobs. 

“1 go every day to the (army- 
run) dvil ai^inistration lo ask 
for a permit," said Mr. Kurdi, 37, 
who had worked for IS years on 
Israeli construction sites earning 
up to S40 a day. 

"I have signed up for street 
sweeping," he said, referring to a 
government make-work project 
brought in since the closure. “But 
I don't know if I'U be hired." The 
government pays each man S9 a 
day for a maximum of two weeks 


to shovel sand and garbage off 
the streets or dig cable trenches. 

Like many Palestinians, Mr. 
Kurdi has sold bis wife's gold 
jewellery, a traditional form of 
sarings. and he has run up a debt 
of S3JXI0 sinoe April. 

“People I have borrowed from 
do not want to lend me any more 
money but we are borrowing to 
eat," he said. 

In better times his father-in- 
law, who is also his unde, mi^t 
have helped. But 73-year-old 
Zttki Murad has been camping in 
a tent in his sand-blown garaen in 
Gaza City since the army dyna- 
mited his house and his savings 
on April 20. 

Mr. Murad lived with three of 
his married sons in the home 
which sappers blasted as part ^ 
what flic army called a search for 
wanted men. Mr. Murad, like 
scores of other Palotinians who 
have had their homes destroyed 


during “searches" in the last six 
months, colled the armv action 
collective punishment. 

"There were no wanted men in 
our house. The army knew that. 
They just wanted to take revenge 
on us as Arabs." Mr. Murad said. 
Tiie army blew up 22 houses and 
apartments in the neighbourhood 
that day. 

Mr. Murad's eyes well with 
teais as he shows a photograph of 
his slain grandson. Fares. “You 
know, they would not let my wife 
back in to the house to get our 
money,” he said. "It burned " 
The money, about S30,(XX) in 
«h, was what was left from an 
insurance pay-out he received af- 
ter being run over by a car. His 
tegs are 80 per cent paralysed and 
he no longer has the money to 
pay for physiotherapy. 

"After this,” he said, noddine 
tmrds the rubble of his home, 
they took away our baby. I can't 


stand it." 

“Maybe the pe: 
lead somewhere. I 
get rid of this wai 

His son-in-law h 
the 19-month-old 
will lead nowhere 
said bitterly. “We > 
nian state but we 
Israelis arc strong 
thc)^ve up anytl 
They have ma 
dent on them and I 
My child ca 
don't you 
clothes for the fea 
answer him," Mr, ] 
eyes red with tear 

un'“c’ 

“p- Fares was not 

jn not be the last. 
^“getvTOisebecai 

not want to leave 
what wc want is t] 
our backs. 
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Decentralisation 


First steps are taken in Egypt 
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By Katia Sabet' 

CAIRO — Housed on the 10th 
floor of the premises of the Minis- 
try of Agriculture, the Ministry 
for Local Government looks like 
Ae most frugal government office 
in terms of the space that it 
■occupies. Its concern for effiden- 
cy is also reflected in the small 
number of personnel it employs. 
In contrast to the over-manned 
offices of other institutions, each 
employee here knows exactly 
what to do and how to do it. 

At the helm is Dr. Mahmond 
Cherif, a timous surgeon who 
one day dedded that the prophy- 
lactic and curative procedures of 
his profession could be applied to 
the state. He announced it him- 
self, when journalists asked him 
rather sarcastically about the re- 
lationship between politics and 
surgery. 

,*‘No difference,” the minister 
replied. ”As a surgeon I cared for 
individuals, as a jMlitician I will 
try to remedy the ills of sodety." 
Since he came to office two years 
ago. Dr. Cherif has worked reten- 
tli^ly to implement his heavy 
programme. "Egypt is a unique 
country with a very particular 
kind bf structure,” he explained 
in a recent interview. "Often, 
nations come into being over the 
centuries by the uniflcation of a 
certain number of independent 
states, whereas Egypt's system 
has been one of complete centra- 
lisation for 7,000 years. This was 
due to the clear need for the 
country to watch over the flood- 


ing of the Nile and plan the 
irrigation of the land right from 
the far south to the northern 
Mediterranean coast.” 

In fact, Egypt was — in the 
past — a huge farm , controlled by 
an army of clerks and governed 
by a monarch uith whom abso- 
lute power began and ended; 
7,000 years of this system have 
obviously shaped mentality and 
customs. It is no simple matter to 
come today and try to decentral- 
ise by distributing parts of power 
and duties to &e 26 regional 
govemorates. The heaviest bur- 
den is borne by the Cairo area 
threatened daily by the suffocat- 
ing influx of people who flock 
there to find work and housing, 
or amply to resolve some person- 
al problem. 

'*Tbe Egyptian must lose the 
instinct of turning to the capital 
each time be needs the aufoor- 
ities to take some action for 
whatever ii may be,” said Dr. 
Cherif. "This is what used to go 
on, but we have been trying to 
change that since 1961 when the 
decentralisation plan came into 
being. Thirty years on, we have 
laws — still to be refined — which 
give local authorities a lot of 
power,” but the people's way of 
thinking has not changed. 

The legislature and judiciary 
remain the prerogative of centrsd 
government. In other areas, de- 
centralisation is more subtle. For 
instance, the A1 Azhar (the high- 
est Islamic authority) retains its 
central links, while Ae Ministry 
of Religion which administers in- 


alienable ireligious .properties, 
has delegated its responsibilities 
to different locgl governments. 
The school curriculum is set by 
Cairo, but other educational 
components are left to the discre- 
tion of regional directors for 
education who are appoint^ by 
central government. In ev- 
ery regional director is appointed 
by the relevant minister accord- 
ing to criteria which, according to 
Dr. Cherif. are changing fast. In- 
stead of being made on the basis 
of social connections, these 
appointments are increasingly 
going to the most qualified. 

"We want to see that profes- 
sional staff are appointed within a 
scientific and pragmatic 
framework. That is why we are 
organising seminars and refresher 
courses at the Institute of Admi- 
nistrative Training for all levels of 
staff and for all provincial gov- 
ernors,” said Dr. Cherif. ‘To 
date, 200 town leaders and 1,000 
village leaders have followed 
courses of one to six weeks. 
Appointments, upgradings and 
promotions for such staff will now 
be linked to their performance 
during these seminars as much as 
to an overall appraisal of their 
achievements while in office.” 

The appraisal will be based on 
a report ffom the governor of the 
province and on a report from the 
civil servant himself. ‘Tt is not 
easy to write a good report about 
yourself if you do not have any 
tangible achievements... Only 
those who are really efficient and 
can point to their achievements 


will be able to progress in their 
careers,” said Dr. Cherif. 

The ministry draws up a simple 
programme for the govemorates, 
and the tasks for the civil servant 
are defined: extension of the 
supply of drinking water, rebuild- 
ing of access ways to villages so 
diey can be reacjied even in bad 
weather, extension of the sewer 
system in all rural communities, 
encouragement of privatisation 
and financial and technical sup- 
port to young people for setting 
up small businesses. 

Dr. Cherif confirmed that 
headway had been made with 
privatising small government pro- 
jects in the public sector, but now 
larger firms and projects need to 
be tackled. Drinlting water is now 
available in almost all ^yptian 
villages, but the sewage system is 
in its infancy in rural areas. 

The problem of sewage is very 
important in a country like Egypt 
where the Nile is the source and 
depository of all water. In a few 
years, the river could be severely 
polluted as a result of the demog- 
raphic explosion, unless measures 
are taken now to treat dirty water 
which drains into the nearest can- 
al and then reaches the Nile. 

"Then, there is the budget to 
consider,” said Dr. Cherif, smil- 
ing. "Tt is mainly centralised, but 
the current trend is towards in- 
creasing the income to goveroo- 
rates, so as to encourage their 
complete autonomy in this area.” 

Dr. Cherif is a fervent suppor- 
ter of individual effort. Self-re- 
liance has produced excellent re- 


sults in many rural communities 
and is operated by collecting 
funds to finance a project for the 
public good. Each person contri- 
butes according to his means in a 
totally voluntary way. As a result, 
villages were able to install public 
telephones, repair dilapidated 
mo^ues, install a transfomier to 
increase electrical current and set 
up modest sports clubs for young 
people. 

"This is an excellent barometre 
for judging a community leader,” 
said Dr. Cherif. “It goes without 
saying that the vjllage leader who 
tato cover behind a lack of funds 
to justify his inertia is not the one 
who will be chosen to assume 
greater responsibility. The one to 
be promoted will have found 
money to improve the conditions 
in his village.” 

One of the main concerns for 
the minister is the alarming rate 
of unemployment among the 
young. Dr. Cherif believes that 
while there should be some state 
intervention, the process of liber- 
alising the economy should not be 
impeded by the needs to cut 
unemployment. 

Dr. Cherif aims to orient 
thousands of young graduates to- 
wards handcrafts and small 
businesses, since they cannot be 
provided with employment by the 
state as in the past. Four 
thousand workshops and small 
businesses have been set up and- 
funded by the Social Develop- 
ment Fund. "Now we have arts 
graduates making bags, and busi- 
ness students producing copper 


lamps under a system which takes 
tile best of both private and pub- 
lic sectors,” said Dr. CheriL 

Under this system, the young 
entrepreneurs receive advice on 
how to find outlets for tiieir work 
and set up exhibitions. They are 
kept abreast of technological de- 
velopments in their field and are 
given logistical support so they 
can export. 

A recent controversial step in 
this process of decentralisation 
involved Egypt's psychiatric hos- 
pitals. The local press has accused 
the only hospitals of this kind in 
Egypt (Khanka and Aba.<£ieh) of 
showing their patients the door. 
"No mentally ill patient will be 
discharge before a place is found 
in one of six new establishments 
just opened in different pro- 
vinces,'’ Dr. Cherif stated. "In 
fact, 26 new hospitals are sche- 
duled to be built for the mentally 
ill wd will be spread across the 
country.” 

Unlike other politicians. Dr. 
Cherif does not advocate a trans- 
fer en masse of the ministries 
from Cairo to a new toum as part 
of a policy to relieve Cairo. He 
considers that if decentralisation 
is well understood and applied it 
will be more efficient chan any 
ministerial move. 

“Decentralisation involves re- 
lieving the pressure on the minis- 
tries to enable them to concen- 
trate on strate^c planning.” said 
Dr. Cherif. "It is essential to have 
all the ministries in one location 
— Cairo — to ensure a close 
cooperation. But, by delegating a 



Dr. Mabmoud Cherif, cahsister irbr Sgc£i gover.iniesst, 
advocates ectrepreoevt^p to encourage coirisntErs^tfos to 
solve own problems (VVNL) 


good portion of discretionary 
powers to the regions, all those 
who used to come to Cairo to 
resolve their problems should 
now be able to get satisfaction 
from their local authorities." 

The programme is an .tnibi- 
tious one^nsidering Egypt's 'His- 


tory, but the man handling the 
job is both energetic r.nd weli- 
qualtned. Whi;; "Egyptians uil! 
find, however, is that autonomy 
is a tricliv business and much 
more difficur: ro shoulder than 
absolute pov/er — World News 
Link. 


Coral reefs suffer from 
human touch, experts say 


By Jim Lon^ 
Reuter 
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MIAMI — Oil spills, overfishing, 
tourism and deliberate destruc- 
tion are ruining some of the 
world's spect^lar coral reefs, 
marine biologists say. 

Fears about the fate of these 
fragile marine habitats were ex- 
|3r«sed at a symposium attended 
by more than 100 leading experts 
in Miami this month. 

"In areas where people are 
using the reefe or where there is at' 
large population, there are aghi- 
ficant dieclines inocoral reefe.” 
said the meeting's organic Dr. 
RbbeifGTn'sberg.'manne geolo^' 
professor at the Univeisity of 
Miami- 

Coral reefs are fragUe geolo^ 
al marvels created by polyps, tiny 
animals whidi abwrb calcium 
carbonate from sea water and 
iL excrete limestone, from whidi 
* the reefs are made. 

The ornate, visually stunning 
structures are vital for the health 
of surrounding waters. They host 
micFOSOC^'c organisms on which 
larger creatures feed and pro\ide 
shelter for fish, lobsters, octopus, 
eels, turdes and other marine life. 

Coral polyps survive only in 
tropical and subtropical regfons 
and ne^ the proper combination 
of light, warm and pure water to 
thrive. 

Although the amount of dam- 
is relatively small "prob- 
ably less than a few per cent,” 
said ‘ Ginsberg — the reefs 
affected are the ones that are 
regularly visited by fishermen and 
tourists and those susceptible to 
.poDuted run-off from dues or 
'farms. 

Among the experts* findings: 
— R^fs in the Caribbean — 
one of the world’s moA heavily 
visited areas — have been severe- 
fy damaged. 


— in the Florida Keys, site of 
the only coral reef in mainland 
North America, disease is killing 
coral. 

Sden lists are unsure what 
causes the ailments but they be- 
lieve changes in water quality 
because of on-shore development 
and toxic run-off from farmland 
may be responsible. 

At least six shipwrecks in the 
past decade have crushed acres 
(hectares) of the delicate corals,, 
^hieh grow at a rate of two to 10 
centimetres a year- 

In the Gulf of Aqaba, a 
.decade. of. flil.spiDs from bea>^. 
ship tr^c produced "chronic 
pollution” which damaged the 
reefs. The reefs in the Gulf and 
the Red Sea are in danger of 


impact I see in the future is the 
hi^ population density.” 

— In parts of Southeast Asia 
and the Indian Ocean, native 
peoples use coral as a construc- 
tion material. 

"In the Maldives they have nn 
building materials so they build 
their houses of pieces of coral and 
they just go out and rip up pieces 
of the reef,” Mr. Ginsberg said. 

— On Australia's 1,930 
kilometFe Great Barrier Reef, ^ 
world's largest and most carefully 
managed,' th& worst .^mage is' 
near the tow^ bf,.(^rns and 
Townsville; 

"Tite damage is certunly ni^r. 
the centres of humaapopulation, 
near the centres of human activ- 
ify,” said Wendy Craik, an offi- 
cial with the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park authority. . 


“In the Gulf of Aqaba, a decade of oil 
spills from heavy ship traffic produced 
chronic pollution which damaged the reefs. 
The reefs in the Gulf and the Red Sea are 
in danger of overuse. The population is 
increasing, the number of tourists is in- 
creasing and the pressnre on the reefs is 
very high.’’ 


overuse. 

"The population is increasing, 
the number of tourists is increas- 
ing and the pressure on the reeft 
is very high,” said Yosri Loya, a 
profe^r of ecology at Tel Aviv 
University. 

The area around Eilat in' Israel 
is undeigoing a tourist boon, Mr. 
Loya said. Much of the shoreline 
is covered with hotels, marinas 
and port facilities. 

"Inere is very little space left 
for nature,” he said. “The major 
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Ms. Craik said the greatest 
dangers appeared to be gradual 
changes in water quality caused 
by pollution from cities and 
feims. "There are a lot of reefs 
nowhere near human acti^iy that 
are in really good shape,” she 
Isaid. 

Mr. Loya said tourism was the 
real threat to reefs in the Gulf of 
Aqaba and he had a message for 
tourism operators. 

"If they are not going to prom- 
ote conservation of the reef- 
s... they're simply killing the 
goose that laid the golden egg," 
he said. 


Modesty forbids paintstripping Micfeelaiigelo 
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By Patricia CloDgh 

ROME — The most famous arti- 
cles of underwear in the world, 
those painted on to the nude 
figures of Michelangelo's great 
fiesco of the Last Judgment over 
the altar of the Sistine Chapel, 
will not be removed in the current 
restoration of the painting, Vati- 
can authorities have decided. 

Contemptuously referred to as 
"breeches” in Rome over the 
past four centuries, they are 
actually floating draperies 
painted in to hide the more pri- 
vate areas of the stupendous fi- 
gures of Christ and those being 
on the orders of scandal- 
Vatican officials. Miche- 
langelo had painted'them naked, 
to express truth and the eternity 
of human .soul, but a few 
years later the Renaissance spirit 
gave way to the oppressive Coun- 
ter-Reformation and Inquisition. 
The Council of Trent ordered 
that all such works should be 
destroyed and Nfidielangelo had 
to knuckle under to the new 
prudery or see the fresco 
smashed. 

Now the long-distant succes- 
sors of those officials who are 
pleading over the restoration of 
the frescoes in the Sistine Chapel 
have dedded that the “breeches" 
should stay. Not solely out of 
prudishness, but partly because it 
has been discovered that the ori- 
ginal paint was scraped away 
when the draperies were added in 
or around 1565. The world will 
never again see the fresco exactly 
as it was painted by Midielange- 
lo. It would be possible to recon- 
struct the original, however, since 
there are contemporary copies 
still in existence. 

But Gianlnigi Colalucd, head 
of the Vatican Museum's restora- 
tion workshop, said: "The deci- 
sion we took is of a historic, 
nature, not. an aesthetic one: we 
have diosen to respect the acts of 
the Coundl of Trent." 

Rome would not be Rome 
without artistic controversy. Just 
as the original fresco had its 
opponents — Michelangelo 
painted the fece of one, with ass's 



ears, in Hell — now the restora- 
tion has its critics. "They say they 
wanted to bring back the work as 
it was when Michelangelo had 
just finished it,” prote^ed Toti 
Sdaloja, painter and former head 
of Rome’s Academy of Hne Arts. 
"Now, as well as the patina of 
time and the touchinp-up of the 
artist, which should stay, why are 
they not taking away the breeches 
painted 20 years afterwards? 
Once again, modesty has pre- 
vailed” — The Independent. 


The section of the Sistine Chapel roof which contains ‘‘The Fall and the Expalsama** (File 
photo) 


Corals, like these in the Golf of Aqaba, are fragile marine 
habitats that are ruhied by careless hnman touch (FUe 
photo) 
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Germany slides to Hfth place 
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. improves competitiveness 


t@ second place after Japan 


v^’ENEVA — Japan re- 
rnains the world's most competi- 
tive country despite its recent 
vconomic and political woes, 
while the United States has risen 
from fifth to second place, 
according to a survey by two 
Swiss-based consultancies.’ 

Tlie world competitiveness re- 
port said the heavT costs of reuni- 
fication pushed Germany down 
from second to fifth ranking, 
behind Denmark and Switzer- 
land. 

Signapore headed the list of 
tewly industrialised countries in a 
parallel survey published Monday 
by the World Economic forum 
and the International Institute for 
Management Development. 

The annual report takes into 
account domestic economic 


strength, internationalisation, 
government, infrastructure, fi- 
nance, management, science and 
technology, and people- It is 
based on surveys from interna- 
tional organisations and question- 
naires to IS.OOO executives. 

Tlie report said despite Japan's 
top ranking, structural strains 
were beginning to appear. It said 
business optimism, confidence in 
the government and integration 
in the world economy were all 
worse than last year. 

The improvement in the U.S. 
performance was due both to 
heightened business confidence 
about the future and the worsen- 
ing performance of Germany and 
Switzerland, it said. 

In the management ratings, the 


United States jumped from nmth 
to fifth place, it said. However, 
on the negative side it said there 
was growing concern about the 
quality of the labour force and 
the ageing structure of the 
population. 

Germany, the European eco- 
nomic powerhouse, slumped in 
most of the ratings. Its domestic 
economic stren^ suffered a 
free-fall from second to llth por- 
tion, confidence in the govern- 
ment declined from second to 
fifth place and confidence in the 
quality of man^ement slipped 
from second to ninth position, the 
report sud. 

"But the German business 
community is still confident that 
these problems can be over- 


come." it said. 

For the fifth straight year, Sing- 
^re was head of the newly 
industrialised country league. 
Hong Kong was sectmd. lai^y* 
thanks to the knock-on effects of 
growth in mainland China. 
Taiwan slipped from second to 
third. 

Chile made an impressive entr- 
ance into the top performers' 
league thanks to its management 
quality and its high degree of 
integration in the international 
economy, the report said. 

"Its pwition as fifth among the 
newly industrialised countries 
puts Chile in direct competition 
with Malaysia, Korea and Thai- 
land, earning it the rank of dra- 
gon," the report said. 
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Worried China orders tax 


Airways, burdens on farmers iifted 
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on Visa 


NEW YORK (R) — In the first 
such anangemest between an 
American bank and a foreign 
airline. British Airways and 
Chase Manhattan Bank are join- 
ing forces to issue a joint Visa 
credit card, (he New York Times 
reported Monday. 

The card would allow users to 
accumulate frequent flier miles 
on intemationril snd domestic 
U.S. flights m on arrangement 
already used extensively in the 
United States. 

British .Airways recently m?de 
a 3400 niilh'cr: invesL'nent i' insir 
USAIR group and on'-' analyst 
said the move wou''f make the 
British airline eve:: more a part of 
the U.S. air travel industry. 

Under other arrangements of 
the so-called affinity cards, it 
takes abrmt $20,000 in purchases 
to qualify for a free domestic air 
flight and an estimated S40.000 
for ar •ntemational flight. 

liiissia frees 


PEKING (R) — Chinese author- 
ities. worried about seething dis- 
content among the nation's 800 
million rural dwellers, has 
ordered that unreasonably tax 
burdens on farmers be lifted. 

The order comes after at least 
two confirmed incidents of unrest 
involving farming in recent 
weeks. A restive peasantry is one 
of the Peking leadership's worst 
nightmares. 

"Leaders of local governments 
at different levels should attack 
great importance to the allevia- 
tion of burdens on farmers as this 
is not only a simply economic 
matter, but also a political issue," 
Xinhua News Agency quoted a 
Stale Cound) (cabinet) officials 
as saying. 

State Councillor Chen Jun- 
sheng said cancellation of exorbi- 
tant fees and taxes levied on 
peasants must not be ddayed. 

The cabinet banned a number 
of fees imposed by local author- 
ities, the official news agency 
said. 

Analysts said the urgency be- 


hind the move to ease the far- 
mers' burden showed how wor- 
ried the Peking government was. 

"NtMbing scares the powers- 
that-be more than the prospect of 
angry peasants." a Western di- 
plomat said. He noted that dis- 
content in the countryside was 
the spark that brought the 
Chinese communists to power in 
1949. 

Local authorities who hit far- 
mers with all manner of arbitrary 
tariffs triggered riots by peasants 
in Sichuan province earlier this 
month. 

In late May fanners blocked a 
highway and demanded ran^m 
tolls fr^^ drivefs in a land dis- 
pute with the government. 

"Protecting the legal interest of 
farmers and their enthusiasm in 
farming and actually helping to 
alleviate burdens of farmers are 
an urgent political task...," Mr. 
Chen was quoted as saying. 

China's countryside, where 
most of the nation's 1.2 bljliuii 
people live, has been largely 
bypassed in the wave of prosper- 
ity sweeping tije cities and coas^ 


regions. 

DesjNte gcfyemment promises 
to booA of^al crop prices, firnn 
incomes have not ke^ pace with 
(he new affluence' of urban 
Chinese, who are enjoying an 
unprecedented surge in wealth. 

The incentive to continue farm- 
ing has flagged and millions of 
peasants are leaving the land to 
seek jobs in cities. The trend 
deeply concerns Chinese state 
planners, who must ensure the 
world's largest population is fed. 

To add to the peasants' bur- 
den, they are prey to local cadres 
imposing a seemingly endless 
stream of tariff obligations and 
controlling the price of key agri- 
cultural supplies. 

From July 10 local govern- 
ments will bis barred from ind^ 
pendently impoang charga on 
farmers, the State Council de- 
cided on Sunday. 

The only bodes authorised to 
levy such fees vrill be the minis- 
tries of finance and ^riculture 
and the State Planning Commis- 
sion, Xinhua reported. 
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Energy crisis to co>*'inue 
in Phiiippines unti. 996 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltan has de- 
regula'.ed the pries of coal and 
real 'rjvaUvw from July 1 under 
the r .7ms of a deerse sent to AFP 
by the office of the president. The 
measure, which had been ex- 
follows ihe recent dereg- 
.’it'. •“ i>* the price or oil. Mr. 
'r'eltsin has also asked the cabinet 
t. exclude cssl from the list of 
goods subject to expen tax. Front 
Jan. ! coal is to be removed frem 
'he list of items on which export 
(. \ is payable. Tne cabinct'has 
also been given the task cf chang- 
ing the way coal mines are subsi- 
dised- 


MAJffLA (AP) — The- g ow r n- 
ment of Pi^dent Fidd Ramos 
has admitted it was poweriess to 
solve the nation’s economically 
devastating electricity crisis b^ 
fore 1996. 

The Philippines' main island of 
Luzon has been experiencing an 
average eight-hour power cut ev- 
eiy day. crippling private indus- 
tries, government and household 
operations. 

Energy chief Delfin Lazaro 
said household requirements for 
energy would improve in Decem- 
ber but the industrial sector 
would have to operate on an 
irregular sopply of power for 
another three years. 

"For our countrymen in the 


households, it » sufficient basts to 
say that the brownout problem is 
solved," Mr. Lazaro said, refer- 
ring to power cuts. "But the 
reliability of the plants and trans- 
mission lines can only be solved 
in 1996," 

Power outages began in 1988 
during (he tenure of former preri- 
deni Corazon Aquino, who 
mothballed the country's only 
nudear plant because of corrup- 
tions and diarges the plant was 
defective. 

But she did so without settir 
up alternative energy sources. 

In a speech to the Senate. 
Senator Francisco Tatad said the 
government should hold the 


Aquino administration criminally 
liable for the effects of the energy 
crisis. 

"If tbe government could se- 
quester and confiscate tbe assets 
of (former president Ferdinand) 
Marcos and his cronies on un- 
proved chir^, it should have no 
difficulty ^ng after those whose 
criminal incompetence in the 
energy sector drove the country 
back to the stone age." Mr. Tatad 
sard. 

Mr. Lazaio sud recent power 
projects would help sohx the 
stort-term energy problem but 
that a tyirtioon or transmission 
line accidents mi^t easily disrupt 
the supply of electricity. 


Opel to cut 

3.000 jobs 
this year 

RUESSELSHEIM, Germany 
(AFP) — German automaker 
Adam Opel A.C.. a sulsidiary of 
U.S. group General Motors, wilt 
slash 3,000 jobs by the end of the 
year to face up to the world auto 
market crisis. Opel said Monday. 

Management and the shop 
committee of the Ruesselsbeim- 
based firm said they had agreed 
on doing away with about 2,000 
positions by way of early retire- 
ment and voluntary departures, 
with severance pay. Another 

1.000 jobs will simply be abo- 
lished. 

At tire end of last year. Opel 
had 52,400 employees. 

Employees forc^ to take early 
retirement will receive 80 per 
cent of their last net salary f^us 
1,000 marks per quarter until 
their full retirement. 


India 
reports 
about $lb 
in foreign 
investments 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Over- 
seas investors pledged nearly SI 
billion in the first four montte of 
1993 in an overwhelming re- 
sponse to India's economic re- 
forms, tbe industry ministiy h^ 
said. 

A government release said 
$990 million had been pledged 
between January and ApnI. com- 
pared with $176 million in 1991 
and $1.29 billion for all of 1992. 

It said 114 projects had been 
cleared between August 1991 and 
April 1993. of which ^ involved 
100 per cent foreign equify. Of 
these, 80 per cent were in core 
areas such as power, oil, telecom- 
munications. electronics and 
tourism. 

The report said investments 
from tbe United States rose from 
SllJJ million in 1991 to $410.5 
million in 1992 and $554 million 
during the first four months of 
this year. 

Funds from Australia. Ger- 
many, Japan and Switzerland had 
gone up considerably, it added. 

The economic reforms, begun 
in June 1991 , are aimed at attraa- 
ing overseas funds by ending four 
decades of quasi-sodalist curbs 
and a sheltered economy. 

Meanwhile, the World Bank 
Monday announced tbe approval 
of two loans to India worth a total 
C17.9 million to help finance 
education and agriculture pro- 
jects in tbe norftem state of 
Uttar Pradesh. 

The bank’s International De- 
velopment Association, which 
lends to the world's poorest coun- 
tries, approved the 35-year loans 
including $165 million dollars for 
education, and SS4.7 million dol- 
lars for soil treatment. 


Japan tax agency discovers 
record $ 900 m in hidden income 


TOKYO (AP) — Government 
auditors sent out to probe major 
tax evasion cases found a record 
160.72 billion yen ($916 million) 
in hidden income in fiscal 19^, 
the National Tax Administration 
Agency said Monday. 

Auditors with court orders 
moved in on 2Z3 companies and 
individuals, and filed complaints 
with prosecutors against 157 of 
them, said an agency official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Convicted violators of 
Japanese tax laws could be sent- 
enced to up to five years in prison 
and fined an amount equal to the 
taxes evaded. 


Taiwan 
may curb 
overseas 


•me agency ^rwdy has levirf a of 

4*n"ifes on the companies or intfvidnals. bu. 


million) in taxes and penalties on 
the hidden income, the offiaal 
said. 

The hidden income in the year 
end^ March 31 was up from 
91,69 billion yen ($833-5 million) 
a year earlier, said an agency 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymi^. The previous record 
was 95.72 billion yen ($ff?0 mil- 
lion) in 1988. 

The amount of taxes and penal- 
ties on hidden income, up from 
59.11 billion yen ($537 million) a 
year earlier,, was the second 
largest after 71.43 billion yen 
($649 million) in 1988. the offi- 


Kyodo News Service reported 
that former political kingpin Shin 
Kaneraaru was the top among 
individuals with 1.85 billion yen 
($16.8 million) in bidden income. 

Mr Kanemaru, 78. a former 
vice president of the governing 
Uberal Democratic Party, was 
freed on 300 million yen ($17 
million) bail on March » after 
three weeks of interrogation in a 
widening scandal over how be 
amassed his fortune. 

Mr. Kanemaru is to go on trial 
July 22 on charges of tax evasion. 


Lloyd’s draws 
encouragement 

ahead of record loss 


• j_ A LONDON (R) — The Lloyd's of vcyed expect 

investment 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan, seeking 
to curb heai^ capital outflows for 
Investment overseas, may place 
restrictions on how much its com- 
panies can invest in other cor- 
porations. the economies ministry 
said Monday. 

The ministry is considering a 
proposal to limit such investment 
to 60 per cent of each company's 
paid-in capital. Wang Yea-Kang. 
a director at the ministfy's com- 
mercial department, said in an 
interview. 

"This would have the effect of 
curbing excessive investment 
overseas, especially in mainland 
China." he said. The ministry 
expects to reach a decision by the 
end of this year. 

Taiwan maintained a 40 per 
cent ceiling on corporate rein- 
vestment until 1990. when it re- 
moved the limit as part of econo- 
mic liberalisation. 

Central bank governor Samuel 
Shieh said last week that heavy 
capital outlows from Taiwan were 
the biggest financial problem 
facing the island, putting upward 
pressure on interest rates and 
threatening to hurt domestic in- 
vestment. 

Taiwanese companies have in- 
vested over S9 billion in ventures 
in China since the late 1980s, and 
the pace of capital outflow to 
China began to accelerate drama- 
tically last year. 

The economics ministry also 
said Monday that foreign orders 
for Taiwanese goods rose 7.57 
per cent from a year earlier to 
$7.46 billion in May, boosted by 
booming trade with China 
through Hong Kong. 

Export orders climbed 4.25 ner 
cent from a month earlier in Mzy. 
In tbe first five months of this 
year, they rose 7.64 per cent from 
a year earlier to $35.3 billion. 

Orders from Hong Kong, the 
main conduit for Taiwan’s in- 
direct trade with China, soared 26 
per cent from a year earlier to 
$1.2 billion in May. 

Those from the United States. 
Taiwan’s main export market, 
rose 4.56 per cent to $2.5 billion. 
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to report a record loss that could 
ruin many of its members. Mon- 
day announced more encouraging 
news of rising income and falling 
expenses. 

The 306-year-old Lloyd's — 
the world's aides* and largest 
insurance market — is due to 
report a record deficit estimated 
at £2.5 to £2.8 billion ($3.7 to 
$4.2 billion) for 1990 at its annual 
meeting Tuesday. 

In announces results three 
years in arrears to allow most 
claims to be processed by under- 
writing syndicates. 

Lion's said its June quarterly 
tren'*5 survey of 22 leading under- 
writers showed 79 per cent found 
that rates had risen over the past 
three months, with none report- 
ing a reduction. Expenses had 
fallen sharply. 

For the third quarter of this 
year. 80 per cent of those sur- 


Chairman David Kowiana .... 
said: "The trends of tbe latest ..- . 
survey continue the encouraging 
trends of the last 18 months." 

"The Lloyd’s business plan 
published at tbe end of April 
focused particular attention on -‘v 
the need for the market's costs to 
be cut substantially to restore our , . , 
competitive edge,” he said in a 
statement. i-:. 

Leading names, the individual ' 
whose assets back the market, say 

the huge projected 1990 loss, 
coming on top of a £2.06 billion . 
($3.05 billion) deficit for 19C&. 4} 
could spell financial ruin for . > 
many of the 20,0(X} still active _ . * . * 
names and jeopardise Lloyd's 
self. 

^1r. Rowland has warned that T 
Lloyd's might have no ftiture ’ 
unless names and the market ; . 
united behind his blueprint for i '• 
tlic future. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JUNE 22. 1993 
By Tttomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENOES: By before you get some untried gadget 
changing an anitude now and by elc. that you think will improve 
being fnendly instead of aloof, you your performance. 
wUI receive ihc friendship and ubrA: fSeptember 23 lo October 

cooperaiion of others as the Moon 22 ) You are restless for some 
in I^ sextilcs Jupiter. Be under- pleasure and It's good to look into 
standing ... new ways to enjoy youreclf but 

.RHSi (March 21 lo Aoril 191 •«ahe any sudden changes 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 191 
You want to consult with friends 
and acquaintances as to just how to 
more quickly gain objectives of 
greater importance to you in the 
days ahead. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) 
You need to be more aware of 
what unusual highly placed person 
expects of you before you go for- 
ward with some outside vocational 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 2l) You 
have a new project in mind but it 
has elements connected with it that 
are not entirely dear to you so gel 
them darified before accepting. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) If you have anypraaical 
matter that is a linlc conwing to 
you make sure you consult with an 
experienced businessperson before 
attending to it. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 21) Think 
about how you can present your- 
self before the general public so 
you enhance your image in their 
eyes and be conservative in so 
doing now. 

VntCO; (August 22 in September 
22) Consider well the means you 
have found to work at your job 


now or you are^disappointed. 
SCORPIO: (Octob t 23 to Novem-- 
ber 21) A fixed euoditioo you do 
not like at your'r^dence is in the . 
process of being removed from the 
way but don’t try jo hurry it or 
trouble ensues. 

SAGITTARJUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever brings 
you some opportunities in the 
world of outsiae activity that could 
^ange your routines can be good 
in the long run but don't make 
them today. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You like business and 
property matters and would be 
wise to study yours wiih a view of 
later making some up to date, 
current revisions in them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary' 19) You have all sorts of 
unique and progressive ideas for 
gaining the personal outlets that 
appeal lo you but plan to get them 
with more caution. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Discard some of that over- 
conscTvatism that is yours and look 
to what is happening now of a 
current nature, see how it will 
apply in your life. 
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Kuwait legislators recommend 
investment authorities be independent 


®^^TWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti ieosla- 
tors should consider making 
state-owned investment author- 
ities independent of government 
contFoi, a parliament committee 
said in comments published Mon- 
day. 

report by the assembly’s 
n]^ice and economic affairs 
committee says the Kuwait In- 
vestment Authority (KIA), the 
state’s investment aim, ought to 
operate on a purely technical 
basis and be removed from poli- 
tical influence, newspapers said. 

State-owned KIA, whose 
chairman is tbe.finance minister, 
oversees assets that have shrunk 
by more than half from their 
pre-GuIf war levels of about $100 
billion. 


The fali is due largely to pay- 
ment of large war^related ex- 
penses. Bat KZA’s London arm, 
the Kiraait Investment Office 
(KIO) is suittg former executives 
and ^visers over alleged fraud 
and mismanagement following 
losses of S4 billion in Spain. 

Kuwaiti audiorities have re- 
cently probed similar allegations 
^gainst officials of other institu- 
tions including the Kuwait 
Tanker Company and the Kuwmt 
Reai Estate Investment Com- 
pany. 

The committee, in a report on 
Kuwmt’s investment woes, s»d it 
feved the presence of die finance 
minister at the helm of the affairs 
of the KIA would make it vulner- 
able politically-motivated ded- 


Investcorp arranges 
buyout of Thom Lighting 


l^NAMA (R) — Bahrain’s In- 
'•^tcorp Bank E.C. has arrang^ 
the acquiation of lltom Li ghting 
from Britain's largest music 
group, Thom EMI PLC, for ab- 
out £162 million ($240 million), 
the two sides announced. 

Investcorp has carved out a 
speciality of buying and selling 
Western companies with private 
Arab funds, and Thom plainl y 
wanted to return to its core 
buanesses, mode and electronic 
rentals. 

As is typical vnth many of 
Tnvestcorp’s purchases, l^om 
Lighting’s management team, 
beaded by chief executive Ham- 
1^1 Bryce, will be ^areholders in 
the *niom Lighting Group in 
partnership with Investcorp. 


Thom EMI will have 12 per cent. 

Investcorp will retain majority 
ownership of the company. It 
tends to maintain its hmefings in 
the companies it -buys out for 
several years, working with the 
management and seelang to im- 
prove company performance be- 
fore selling it. 

Thom Lighting is one of the 
world’s largest light fittings 
manufacturers. Investcorp said in 
a statement that Tliora Lifting 
had an excellent track record for 
growing profits even in recent 
times. 

For the year ended March 31, 
its profit rose more than 20 per 
cent to £16.7 miiHon ($24.8 mil- 
lion). 


Tanzania’s mines dig 
themselves out of hole 


DAR ES SALAAM (R) — Tan- 
zania’s mining industry is digging 
itself out of a hole. 

“We are a mineral-rich coun- 
try. Seventy complies have not 
asked for prospecting licences for 
nothing.*’ Stejmen Bogaisa, com- 
missioner for mineral resources, 
told Reuters. 

He said companies prospecting 
for everything from ^id to cop- 
per would cause* a mining boom 
and reverse the decline in the 
sector after a quarter of a century 
of sodaltsin. 

Under World Bank-sanctioned 
reforms, broadly supported by 
Western donors, Tanzania is en- 
couraging investment in mines 
which suffered from neglect 
under former president Julius Ny- 
erere. 

Beers of South Africa and 
tw^^iitish companies. Reunion 
Mi^g PLC and Rio linto Zinc 
(RTZ) had been given minb^ 
licences in the past year, Mr. 
Bugaisa said. 

He said small-scale local min- 
ers had contributed substantially 
to economic output — 16 per cent 
of the gross national product 
(GNP) in 1992. 

This was a rise from mining’s 
0.4 per cent of GNP in 1985, 8.5 


per cent in 1990 and 12 per cent in 
1991. 

Mr. Buga^ said with proper 
mining machinery and tools, Tan- 
zania could pnMuce iq> to 30 
grammes of per tonne, Com- 
paq to two grammes per tonne 
beiiig produced in South Africa. 

year small-scale miners 
produced 4.32 tonnes of gedd 
worth $49.72 nnllion. “We expect 
to stet six tonnes tins year.’ he 


Taiuania realised $51.2 million 
from minerals last year, up from 
$263 in 1990, the cominissioner 
said. 

Mr. Bugaisa said diamonds 
'also have a bright future with the 
proi^pects of exploiting more than 
400 known kimberlite pipes in the 
country. 

Other base metals, he said, 
have been found in noilhwesteni 
Tanzania. These indude nickel, 
cobalt and copper. They are lo- 
cated in the Ka^ra regfon, qn 
the western shores of Lake Vic- 
toria. I 

Three companies, Sutton Re- 
sources (U.S.), Romanex (Cana- 
da) and BHB (mnlti<national) 
have already been licensed to 
prospect in the region," Mr. 
Bugaisa said. 


Zimbabwe economy 
could fall again In ’93 
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HARARE (R) — Zimbabwe's 
b^est bank has warned that the 
c«||ttry’s economy, which 
slumped 10 per cent last year, 
could decline again in 1993 be- 
cause of unfavourable conditions 
locally and abroad.' 

Standard Chartered Bank said 
price crash for 2mbabwe’s 




tobacco, its largest export earner, 
and the hesitant recovery of in- 
dustrialised nations from reces- 
sion suggested the economy could 
shrink by one per cent this year. 

Zimbabwe’s flue-cured tobacco 
has been fetching an average of 
93 U.S. cents a kilograiiune since 
the auction floors opened for this 
year’s crop in April — half last 
year’s average. 

Offidals blame the price crash 
on oveisupply of tobacco on 
worid the recession and 

high state taxes imposed on 
cigarettes worldwide. 
fj“lnde^ another year of de- 
is a very real possibility, 
‘given the preponderance of 


downwide risks in both the 
domestic and economic 

situations,’* Standard Chartered 
said in its May “Business Trends’* 
report. 

Zimbabwe’s economy fell 
• sharply last year in the face of the 
worst droo^t in Kving memory 
and the longest recession since 
the 1930s. Eiranomists had fore- 
cast a modest recovery cX about 
three per cent this year. 

The bank said high interest 
rates of about 40 per cent, lack of 
foreign investors and some state 
policies such as the government 
takeover of productive farms to 
resettle landless people would 
rm'Iitate against coonmiuc growth. 

It forecast that Zimbabwe’s 
dollar, which depreciated 14 per 
cent against most major curren- 
cies in the first quarter of 1993, 
would have to be devalued fiirtb- 
er later this y^ or early next 
year to narrow inflation dffieren- 
tials between Zimbabvre and its 
main trading partners. 




*1 

’ >■ 
*1- 
d' 

if'- 

•i 


•V. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LObroON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading'worid currencies and gold against the dollar at midsessim 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

U.S. $1.(XX) costs 


■m 




One sterling 
^ ounce of gold 


1.2743/48 

Canadian dollar 

1.6907/17 

Deutsefaemarks 

1.8970/80 

Dutch gidldeis 

1.5038/48 

Swiss francs 

34.68/69 

Belgian francs 

S.6700/50 

French francs 

1533/1536 

Iteiian Kre 

111.20/30 

Japanese yen 

7.5400/500 

Swedish crowns 

7.125Q/3S0 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4600/700 

Danidi crowns ' 

S1.482SGS 

■ 


$36930/369.90 


sions, the newspapers said. 

“This situation necessitates 
considering giving KIA inde- 
pendence so it can manage the 
country’s funds on a purely tech- 
nical and professional basis upon 
whidi die most af^iropriate deci- 
sions, including selection of em- 
|!doyees, can be taken,” the news- 
papers quoted the report as 
saying. 

The report was referring to the 
office of finance minister and was 
not making a personal reference 
to the present incumbent Nasser 
A1 Abdulla A1 Ro^an. 

“All board members with the 
sole exception of the managing 
director.are part-timers who can- 
not devote enough time to the 
investments,” the report was 
quoted as saying. 

It said that bemuse the finance 
minister oversaw the work of 
other KIA board members such 
as the governor of the central 
bank, their freedom to oppose his 
decisions about the KIA might be 
limited. 

The report is due to be debated 
by the assembly Tuesday. 

Committee members could not 
immediately be contacted for 
comment on the reports. 


The report blamed past and 
present governments for failing to 
select honest and competent peo- 
ple to manage foreign assets or 
monitor their performanoe ade- 
quately, the papers said. 

“A number of financial and 
legal irregularities took place in 
the past and no actions were 
taken against them (offenders). It 
was found that there has bWn a 
catastrophe in the process of 
dedskm-making,” it said. 

Relations between the KIO 
and KIA ought to be well- 
regulated and respective areas of 
responsibility clearly defined. 

Sheikh Rodhan had promised 
parliament be would take action 
-on this last point within nine 
months. 

The KIO bad to be “kept 
away” from events surrounding 
Kuwaiti investments in Spain so 
as “to protect its financial reputa- 
tion and go^ relations with va- 
rious financial institutions.” 

A team should be formed to 
study what it called cracks in 
Kuwaiti investments in other 
paiu of the worid, notably the 
United States, Portugal and 
South East Asia, the report was 
quoted saying. 


Anani sees Jordan’s future 
prosperity in export of services 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jawad Anani, Minister of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs, made a somewhat revolutionary, out-of-script address 
at last week’s economic symposium which was organised by the 
University of Jordan’s Centre for Strategic Studies. 

Dr. Anani told the audience that Jordan’s private sector was 
small and carried little wei^t desfHte being trumpeted almost 
daily as being the Kingdom’s economic power house. 

He elaborated that the private sector per se was not as 
genuine as in other industrial countries, noting that many 
Jordanians have built up their wealth from contracting public 
sector projects. 

The minister said Jordan’s public sector was by far the largest 
employer as 44 per cent of the country's workforce are civil 
servants. Should other semi-govemmental or quasi-public sector 
institutions be taken into consideration, the percentage of the 
workforce working in the “larger public sector” would be 65 per 
cent, he pointed out. 

Given the size of the private sector and the dominance of the 
public sector. Dr. Anani said, it was time to formulate a 
Jordanian economic strategy, so solid that it does not get bent 
with every political event. 

Noting that the Kingdom bad followed economic guidelines 
drawn by the Worid Bank since the late 1950s, Dr. Anani told 
the audience that the recommendations of the international 
agency were now in total contradiction to those which were 
suggested by the bank in the past. 

According to the minister, other issues that kept Jordan 


unable to form a clear and stable economic course were the 
political and security considerations which were always a 
priority over pure economic thinking. As such, there have 
^ways been economic gaps and quite often various finandal and 
economic shifting. 

As an example Dr. Anani cited an event when a minister 
dedded to nationalise the phosphate company to maximise 
income to the treasury. 

“Jordan had never adopted a socialist market system but the 
developments that were taking place in neighbouring countries 
at that time somehow induced foe minister to get more money 
from foe phosphate company through nationalisation” Dr. 
Anani said, asserting that, at foe time, the minister was not 
intendiog to shift Jordan into a Socialist country. 

Dr. Anani did not mention foe specific time of foe aforemen- 
tioned event but hinted at its occiurence during foe intensive 
nationalisation moves in Syria and Iraq. 

Aside from this political-economic relationship. Dr. Anani 
highl ight^ services as being by far foe most promising 
economic fortune open for Jordan. 

He said that no matter how much local input goes into 
Jordanian industrial products, foe value added factor cannot 
ever reach that of services which, according to Dr. Anani. 
should be given foe highest economic priori^. 

To defend hL view, he pointed to foe medical services and 
how it has developed into a prominent and highly valuable 
“Jordtmian export service.” 

Dr. Anani concluded his address by calling for a deeper, more 
substantial and meaningful economic debate in daily papers. He 
said that what was being written and discussed was superficial 
and in no way touched core issues. 


Iran improves transport links with Central Asian republics 


CRANS-MONTANA, Switzer- 
land (AF) — Iran is upgrading 
road, rail and other links with 
neighbouring former parrs of the 
Soviet Union, promoting itself as 
foe natural paifoer in their bid for 
closer economic ties to foe West. 

Iran has built or is building new 
border crossing and frontier riv- 
er bridges with its northern neigh- 
bours and is upgrading ro^ and 


rail lines. Foreign Minister All 
Akbar Velayati said. 

Many of improved links are 
with Turkmenistan to foe east, a 
gateway to foe Muslim Central 
Asian republics of the former 
Soviet empire. 

A rsul line from foe Turkmenis- 
-~tan ' border at Sarakhs to foe 
eastern Iranian city of Meshed 
will give the Central Asian coun- 


tries passenger and cargo access 
through Iran to foe Persian Gulf 
by late 1994, Mr. Velayad told a 
business forum. 

Iran is also improving sea, air 
and telecommunications links 
with foe region, he said. 

Iran and Turkey, a secular 
Muslim state, are vying for influ- 
ence in Central Asia since foe 
republics gained independence 


after foe 1991 collapse of the- 
Soviet Union. 

In an apparent warning to Tur- 
key, Mr. V^elayati said “all of us 
should observe the sovereignty of 
these republics. We should not 
interfere in foe internal affairs of 
these countries.” 

The Central Asian republics — 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz- 
stan. Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 


and Uzbekistan — joined Iran, 
Turkey, and Pakistan in the 
Tehran-based Economic Coop- 
eration Organisation (ECO) last 
November. Afghanistan also 
Joined then. 

Nearly 300 million people live 
in the 10 countries. 

ECO’s Secretary-General 
Shamshad Ahmad of Pakistan 
urged Western countries not to 


view foe group as a “hostile 
economic block” because of its 
Muslim orientation. 

The Central Asian republics 
were among foe poorest parts of 
the former Soviet Union, provid- 
ing wheat, cotton and minerals. 

A inpeline project to pump 
natur^ gas from Turkmenistan 
through Iran and Turkey to 
Europe is under study. 
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PACKING, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
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AND. RESERVATIOWS. 
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I CROWN INTLEST. 
I Packing, shipping 
^ Fonwarding, storage 

I woridwide Removals 

Air Qaa anH I onH 






INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX ; 656 270 
PEACEBUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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Jordanian Marketing 
Research Bureau 
Tei. 691906 Fax: 602419 


mJBlO HAMS 

Professional Qtmlity rh 
1 Hour Service" ' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pAoCo 

sfw 30% burgiar 

* Frem eatargm^ 
tnmnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeuani - Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


4 RENT 

Super deluxe villa. 
Unfurnished, 4 bed- 
rooms, 

3 bathrooms. Urn 
Utheina. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.; 810605/810609 
Fax: 810520 



Wfe try harden 



699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

relaiable name in jordan^^ 

Book now & Join 


our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 
it Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 
it Antalya S 800 hl/B 
i: Turkish Riviera S8G0 H/B 
it Cyprus $770 B/B 
.* All in 5 star INTL HUS 

Our first class services 

imake sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 
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Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 

& moderate prices 



CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight > 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


' 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dshes. 
from ^ great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prep a red bj our 
die& 
Open d8^ lot 
lunch & dinner 
TRemiyflrfns 
Jabal A1 Hussein 
Mirestty i^ Tiade 
& Indusbial Rd. 

T»L 693064 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

|opCTi ^ S-WMI.-IQ 

Take ammy is available 

W3ih S3Qia Road 
near Rtviaaetprua Hotel 

iTei. 661922, Arntninj 

0nc£ TasUd 



Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


FORTE 

GRAND 


China Town 

At The Forte (ffand Amman 

\ii v'tjuisiio TWM HK'nu ji .pL'kUl pnev 

F<ir xiitf rcMYi Jihni plixi-*' l.iII 
'.T 4MI 


CillH-.l 

. Town 



ft 

RRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
- available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7:30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd tircle 


Swei^|k.:.v.;j 

FLAJ-!Efc-lfe; -j 
. .. 


The Rrst Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room..l 
’’Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAIWTEL 

iks2«|l|la 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
F:OBox 9403 - Fax 6^434 
Jele.x 23888 DAROTLJO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 









V 


World News 


JORDAN TIMES, TDBSDAY, JUNE 22, 1»3 



apan’s political upheaval 


gives birth to new party 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s poli- 
tical upheaval ^ve birth to a new 
party Monday after prompting a 
wave of nervous selling in finan- 
cial markets of ruling conserva- 
tive party rebels pi^ed the idea 
of a coalition with the opposition. 

Prime Minister Kiichi I^yaza- 
wa, meanwhile, picked two 
trusted senior members of his 
own faction and another loyal 
group to replace two ministers 
who betrayed him Fri^y by cros- 
sing the floor to vote with the 
opposition. 

The two ministers had both 
resigned earlier to join former 
Finance Minister Tsutomu Hata 
and other LDP rebels in support- 
ing a no-confidence motion, forc- 
ing Mr. Miyazawa to dissolve the 
lower house and call a snap July 
18 election. 

The new party formed Mon- 
day, known as the Sakigake or 
Pioneer Party, comprises 10 dis- 
enchanted members of the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). 

Masayoshi Takeroura. a 
year-old former mayor of 
Yokaichi in western Japan who 
has served only two terms in the 
lower house, told a news confer- 
ence that the group was devoted 


to “political ethics and political 
reform.” 

He hinted that the group might 
support the small but increasingly 
popular Japan New Party, laun- 
ched by another LDP rebel a year 
ago. 


But he said it would not sup- 
port the dissident faction led by 
Mr. Hata who plans to announce 
the formation of another new 
party Wednesday, bringing 
toge^r 35 LDP membeis of the 
lower house and nine from the 
upper house. 

Mr. Hata is being groomed for 
the post of prime minister and his 
faction already seems to have the 
support of the biggest 0 |!^x>sition 
group, the So^ Democratic 
Put^. Analysts are now seriously 
consdering the increasing chance 
of the LDP losing its uninter- 
rupted 38-year grip on power. 

“We will support the candidate 
that reformists can back unani- 
mously,” party Chairman Sadao 
Yamabana declared Monday. 


to try and grab “the most impor- 
tant posts” in such a government. 

Mr. Miyazawa, meanwhile, put 
a brave foce on the coming poll. 
“It is regrettable that we will face 
the general election under these 
circDinstances but he pledge to 
devote body and soul to meet 
people’s expectations,” he told 
reporters. “We will do our 
utmost to remain the ruling par- 
ty." 


Japan's financial markets were 
spooked and a wave of nervous 
selling slashed share prices, bond 
prices and the value of the yen. 

Tlte Nikkei Stock Average lost 
three per cent of its value, plum- 
metting 592.11 points to 
19,212.43 points, its lowest level 
in four months. The fall was 
almost as sharp as the Nikkei's 
overall decline for the whole of 
last week and marked the 
steepest one-day drop so far this 
year. 


Hirotaka Akamatsu, the par- 
ty's secretary general, had 
already mooted the idea of an 
opposition coalition Sunday, 
saying that his party bad no plam 


“We had expected the market 
to resume its upward momentum 
once the dissolution of the lower 
house was announced,” a broker 
said. “But investors' fears over 
the political instability turned out 
to be stronger than expected.’’ 


The yen plunged against the 
dollar, ^id rumours that Amer- 
ican fond managers were dum- 
pling Japanese shares and signall- 
ing an end to a recent rally which 
hu propelled the Japanese cur- 
rency to a series of post-war 
highs. 

Mr. Miyazawa picked Osamu 
Takatori to replace Hajime Funa- 
da as director general of the 
Economic Planning Agency. Mr. 
Takatori, 64, has previously 
served as lower-house Budget 
Committee diainnan and direc- 
tor general of the Management 
and Coordination Agency under 
former Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita. 

The beleaguered premier also 
chose Shoichi Watanabe to suc- 
ceed Mamoru 4akajima. Mr. 
Watanabe, 63, i' i former chair- 
man of the lou -house Educa- 
tion Committee d has also held 
two vice minisu I posts includ- 
ing home affair 


Mr. Watanabi is from Mr. 
Miyazawa's own faction while 
Mr. Takatori is from the rem- 
nants of the Takeshita faction 
which split in Dewmber when Mr. 
Hata formed his gmip. 


Azeri parliament urges president 
to return; rebels wait outside Baku 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Azei^ 
baijan’s parliament appealed to 
Prudent Abulfaz Eldnbey Mon- 
day to return to Bate and resume 
the duties it said he abandoned 
when he fled the capital Friday. 
ITAR-TASS News Agency saikl. 

TASS said an emergency ses- 
sion of parliament had also called 
on rebel leader Suret Guseinov, 
whose forces are encamped on 
the edge of Baku, to take mea- 
sures to prevent any division of 
the nation. 

Pariiamentaxy Quurman and 
fonner Communist leader Geidar 
Aliyev has been exercisittg effec- 
tive control in Baku since Mr. 
Eldnbey, faced with a muti^ by 
troops loyal to I^. Guseinov, 
fled to the enclave of Naktudie- 
van last week. 

TASS said die parliamentary 
session ended after a few hours. 

Forces outside Baku nad said 
earlier in die day diat tb^ woidd 
not decide whiter to advance 


into Baku until diey had heard 
^ results of the session. It was 
not dear what the iminedia? 
reaction of Mr. Goseinov wou- 
be. 

Mr. Ali^ told lawmaker: 
the begjmung of the meeting t 
he had ^ken by telqjbone w. i 
Mr. Elchib^ and asked him t > 
attend the session, the Azeibai- 
jani News Agency, Touran, re- 
ported. 

Mr. Aliyev said Mr. Elchibey, 
who fled to his home r^on of 
Nakhichevan Friday fearing for 
his safety, indicated he would not 
return before rebel troops suf^ 
rounding the capital withdraw. 

liie rebels are demanding Mr. 
Eldiibey’s resignation and the 
dissolution of parliament. 

Commander Guseinov began 
his rebellion after being fired by 
Mr. Elchibey in Febru«r^ !' •■low- 
ing a series of Azerbaijani nilit- 
ary setbadcs in the war with 
Armenians fighting for indepe- 


dence of the endave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

According to the Interfox News 
.gency, parliamentarians attend- 
ing the crisis session Monday 
would attempt to set up a “state 
coundl” which will strip Mr. 
Elchibey of his main powrs. 


Mr. Aliyev, who has been 
anempting to strike a deal with 
Commander Guseinov to end foe 
crisis, aims to be made chairman 
of foe new state coundl, Tnterto 
said. 

Mr. Aliyev said Sunday that 
Commander Guseinov would put 
forward concrete proprcals for 
ending foe crisis if he was made 
prims minister or given a top* 
government post. 


Mr. Elchibey, meanwhile, de- 
clared Monday in a statement 
re'sased by foe Turkish news 
^ency, Anatolia, that he “has 
not resigned and doesn't plan to 
reagn.” 


Hong Kong liaison talks resume 


HONG KONG (AFP) — After a 
six-month hiatus, British and 
Chinese diplomats Monday re- 
sumed full regular consultations 
here on technical aspects of Hong 
Kong's return to Chinese 
sovereign^ in 1997. 

The three-day meeting of the 
Sino-British Joint Liaison Group 
(JLG) foe first since December, 
was expected to focus on foe use 
of military land in the colony and 
prospitets for a ninth container 
ship^ng terminal. 

“I very mudi hope we will be 


^le to do some useful business 
and have something to report at 
the end cf foe three days,” Brit- 
ish team leader Anfoony Gals- 
worfty said before foe meeting 
started. 


The JLG is supposed to meet at 
leist three times a year to review 
details of Hong Kong's tranrition 
to Chinese rule. 


His Chinese counterpart, Guo 
Fengmin, voiced similar hopes 
••■'r progress. 


Later, Mr. Guo and Mr. Gals- 
worthy left the meeting venue 
together, smiling and waving to- 
pless photographers but decUtied 
to comment on foe talks. 


But it became a casualty of 
Chinese h.iger over Hong Kong 
Gowrnor Chris Patten's propos- 
als, unveiled last October, to 
extend the voting ftanchise for 
1994 elections here without first 
consulting Peking. 


The December meeting failed 
even to produce a joint communi- 
que. 


Nigeria commission moves to end crisis 


LAGOS (R) — The Nigerian 
Electoral Commission (NEC) 
filed a formal appeal Monday 
against a court order blodting 
offidai declaration of foe winner 
of presidential elections on June 
12 . 

Nigeria has been engulfed in 
politicai crisis and uncertainty fol- 
lowing foe court order, which put 
in doubt a plan by foe ruling 
military to hand over to civilians 
after a decade. 

The appeal was lodged with the 
federal court of app^ in Kadu- 
na, Court Registrar Aliyu 
Mohammad told reporters in the 
dly in Nigeria's mainly Muslim 
north. He gave no details. 

Mr. Mohammad said a date for 
hearing foe appeal against the 
High Court order issued last 
Tuesday in favour of advocates of 
continued military rule would 
probably be set immediately. 


The High Court in Abuja, foe 
federal capital, issued the order 
fordng foe NEC to suspend 
announcement of poll re^ts. 
Unofficial and incomplete returns 
then showed southern budness- 
man Moshood Abiola way ahead 
of his sole rival, northerner 
Bashir Tofa. 

NEC Chairman Humphrey 
Nwosu bowed to the order 
Wednesday, an abrupt about- 
turn after he used a tary 
decree to over-ride a sin* ourt 
ruling to stop foe June res- 
idential election, the 1.. ince 
the army toppled the 1 . 9-83 
republic. 

Mr. Nwosu said last week NEC 
would also seek an acceleraxed 
hearing at the Abuja court on ibc 
substantive petition brought by a 
shadowy group wanting military 
President Ibrahim Babangida to 
stay in power until 1997. 


With tendon ridng in Aftica’s 
most populous country at the 
weekend, bir. Abiola, a milKonaxie 
Muslim from the mainly 
Christian south, warned Nige- 
rians national unity was at risk 
from “elements” opposed to the 
end of military rule. 

“Diis country is in danger now. 
serious danger,” he told Reuters 
at his ornate home in a Lagos 
suburb Sunday. 

“The whole system has been 
subverted by thcw who are sup- 
posed to uphold it and that has 
very omino u s hnptications,” Mr. 
Abiola added. 

Many pronwient Nigerians, includ- 
ing politicians and legal ex- 
perts. have urged NEC to 
artnounoe the final results quickly 
to avoid possible chaos in a coun- 
ty hart ^ sectarian and ethnic 
rivalries dnee independence from 
Brh^ h) 19fO. 


ESeWA opens workshop on vital statistics 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
(ESeWA) Sunday opened a 5- 
day Western Asia Workshop on 
Strategies for Accelerating the 
Improvement of Civil Registra- 
tion and Vital Statistics Systems, 
in Damascus. 20-24 June 1993- 


The workshop will suggest 
strategies for foe improvement of 
vital statistics and civil registra- 
tion systems in the participating 
coantries. 

The participants will seek ways 
and means of promoting the 
awareness of national vital statis- 
tics and dvil registration systems 


Hosted by the Central Bureau 
of Statistics, office of the prime 
minister of Syria, foe workshop 
forms part of an internationd 
programme for accelerating the 
improvement of foe Vital Statis- 
tics and Civil Registration (VS/ 
CR) Systems, endorsed by the 
United Nations Statistical Com- 
mission in February 1991. 


in each participating country. 

to ESCWA Execu- 


The workshop aims at en- 
couraging Western Asia countries 
to carry out improvements in 
their V^CR s^tems. In this re- 
gard, foe participants will focus 
on assessing the adequ^ of 
national registration and vital sta- 
tistics processes, coverage and 
reliability. 


According 
live Secretary Sabah Bakjaji, 
“the programme is aimed at 
mobilidng international, regional 
and bilateral efforts, both tech- 
nical and financial, to encourage 
and support developing countries 
in undertaking sound and oon- 
stnicttve reforms with a view to 
accelerating the development and 
up^ding of thetr sterns of civil 
re^siration and vital statistics; 
such systems should become one 
of the major elements in the 
establishment of a social and de- 
mographic database needed for 
population and development 
programmes in the countries of 
foe ESeWA region.” 


As part of the implementation 
of the international programme 
for accelerating the improvement 
of foe VS/CR systems, a series of 
workshops is being organised by 
the Up’t^ Nations Statistical Di- 
vision (UNSTAT) for the im- 
provement of VS/CR systems, in 
collaboration with the United Na- 
tions Population Fund (UNFPA), 
foe Wond Health Organisation 
(WHO), and the International 
Institute for Vital Registration 
and Statistics (UVRS). which are 
co-sponsors of the programme. 

A first workshop was held in 
Buenos-Aires, Argentina, in De- 
cember 1991 for 11 selected Latin 
American countries. Another is 
in preparation in China for ooun- 
tries of Eastern and Southern 
Asia, in late 1993. 

A^ut 50 participants with 
dectsion-making responsibilities 
have been invited from ESCWA 
countries as well as conoenied 
regional and international orga- 
nisations and other countries out- 
side Western Asia. 


1 3 blacks 
killed in 
S. Africa 


attacks 


DURBAN, South Africa (AFP) 


— At least 13 people were killed 
ies of attacks in N 


in a senes ot attacKs in Natal 
province's troubled Murchison 
area late Sunday, police said 
Monday. 

A local spokesman for foe 
African National Congress 
(ANQ, Dumisani Makhaye, said 
foe dead were all ANC members. 

Police spokesman Major Bala 
Naidoo said hooded men raided a 
house in foe Lusaka district of 
Murchison Sunday evening, kill- 
ing rix people. 

About an hour later, he said, 
attackers raided two houses in 
nearby Newtown, killing three 
people in one house and four in 
the otb^. 

He said two people were in- 
jured and taken to a ho$i»taL 

Meanwhile, ANC President 
Nelson Mandela and his ch . f 
political livaJ, 2Uilu Chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi, meet in 
Johannesburg Wednesday during 
a crucial week in South Africa's 
democrat talks. 

On Friday, the 26 parties nego- 
tiating the country’s future are 
expe^ed to formalise a dedrion 
to bold non-radal elections on 
April 27 next year. 

But a shodown ’ 'oms Tuesday 
over a dedaration at foe talks on 
the suspension of foe hardline 
Pan Africanist Congress' (PAC) 
armed struggle. 

The PAC, a party to the talks, 
is under mounting critidsim for 
its refusal to renounce the activi- 
ties of its guerrilla wing, the 
Azanian People’s Liberation 
Army (APLA). 

PAC Secret^-Generai Benny 
Alexander last week explained 
his group's decision to talk and 
fight at foe same time what he 
called “the Moses option.” 

“Moses talked tn foe Phar- 
aoh.” Mr. Aiexaanr ;rsaid, “but 
be still bronght a plague of locusts 
down upon him.'' 

Constitutional Development 
Minister Roelf Mi^r. foe chief 
government negotiator, was un- 
impressed. 

He said Friday that the govern- 
ment would urge foe negotiating 
coundl, which resumes its meet- 
ings Tuesday, to decide on 
whether parties that refuse to 
renounce armed struggle should 
be allowed to partidpate in the 
democracy talks. 

PAC negotiator Patrida De 
LUle told the Star new^aper that 
her group would not sign the 
declaration but could accept an 
amended version providing for a 
“cessation of hostilities.” 

The clerics who organised 
Wednesday's meeting in Johan- 
nesburg between Mr. Mandela 
and Cmef Buthelezi hope it will 
help quell the political violence 
that has claimed more than 
15.000 lives in black townships 
since 1985. 

National Peace Committee 
Chairman John Hall hailed the 
long-awaited meeting, to be 
chaired by Anglican ^chbishop 
Desmond Tutu and his Methodist 
counterpart Stanley Mogaba. as a 
“major step in foe ri^t direc- 
tion.” 

But two summits between Mr. 
Mandela and Chief Buthelezi in 
1991 failed 10 have any significant 
effect on curbing foe Moody rival- 
ry between the ANC and foe 
Inkatha Freedom Partv, espedai- 
ly in Chief Buthelezi's Natril pow- 
er base where foe two are en- 
gaged in a low-intensity dvil war 
since 1987. 

I‘m sceptical that the 
meeting will make any difference 
to riolenoe.” said Professor Alf 
Siadler of foe Ustversity of. foe 
Witwatersrand. 



A policeman and a (feeman Monday prepare a blaidtrf to covo: the body a car bomb blast victiin 


in Madrid (AFP photo) 

7 die in Madrid car bomb attacks 


MADRID (AFP) — Seven peo- 
ple were' killed and 21 wounded 
Monday when two car bombs 
exploded in central Madrid in 
what Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez condemned as “terrible out- 
rage” against foe armed forces. 

Police blamed the Basque 
separatist group ETA for the 
bombings, which occurred within 
a few hundred metres of ead) 
ofoer in the bu^ Salamanca dis- 
trict during the morning rush- 
hoor. 

The first car bomb exploddi 
under a bridge as a military van 
was passing, killing two lieute- 
nant colonels, three soldiers and 
two civilians, police said. 

Most of the injured were 
pedestrians or people inride a 
bar. 

The second bomb went off near 
the French ambassador's resi- 
dence and wounded four people. 


two seriously. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responribili^, but ETA tradi- 
tionally makes such admissions 
weeks afterwards. 

The first blast, whidi shattered 
■window panes in a radius of 
several hundreds metres was 
caused by 40 kilometres of high 


eta last bombed Madrid on 
Nov. 30 last year, killing a police- 
man. and in Februa.y 1992, killed 
five persons, including four sol- 
(fiers. 


explosive, Madri^ Ma^r Jose 


Maria AWarez Del Manzano 
said. 

Speaking at the European 
Summit in Copenhangen, Mr. 
Gonzalez said he was “con- 
vinced” that ETA was behind the 
attacks, which came two weeks 
after the prime minister was 
reelected in a general election. 

“I can only add that it is a 
terrible blow to the armed 
forces,” said Mre. Gonzalez, 
whose Socialist Workers’ Party 
lost its overall majority in foe 
polls. 


Analysts here said they be- 
lieited ETA has carried out Mon- 
day's attacks to show that it had 
not been crushed by police raids 
in March 1992, which netted most 
of the underground group’s lead- 
ership, inclumng ETA chief Fran- 
dsco Garmendia. 


Anti-terrorist police sources 
srid those arrests provoked a 
tactical dispute urithin ETA be- 
tween h^liners wanting to pur- 
sue terrorism and moderates 


wishing to abandon 


'isbing t 
In foe past two weeks Mr. 
Gonzales has been holding talks 
with Basque and Catalan pa^es 
in foe ho^ of bringing them into 
a coalition government. 


Northern League caps stunning 


rise with Milan poll triumph 


ROME (R) — The pro-auton- 
omy Notfoern League capped a 
remaricable political rise Monday 
when it su^t to power in Milan, 
the financial heart of Italy. 

The party immediately denum- 
ded early general elections to 
replace a corruption-tainted par- 
liament. 

Jubilant League supporters 
packed Milan streets as results 
confirmed a victory in nationwide 
local elections that redrafts Italy's 
traditional political map. 

It was the most significant re- 
suh in Sunday’s second-round of 
mayoralty votes in 145 Italian 
towns and cities, from foe rich 
north to the mafia-haunted south- 
ern island of Sicily. 

Angered by evidence of huge- 
scale corrupfom, voters largely 
condemned foe Socialist Party 
and foe Christian Democrats to 
foe siddtnes after a first round of 
voting on June 6 in which most of 
tbdr candidates were eliminated. 

Marco Formentini, a 63-year- 
old fonner EC bureaucrat, cap- 
tured 57.1 per cent of the vote m 
Milan to defeat leftist rival Nan- 
do Dalla Chiesa in a run-off for 
foe post of mayor. 

”We are the masters of the 
north.” says the League’s fireb- 
rand leader Umberto Bossi. 


northern industrial heartland. 

The party’s chief rallying cry is 
federalism: The dividing of Italy 
into three Swiss-style federalist 
states, north, centre and soufo, 
with political power devolved to 
local governments. 

The federalist call strikes a 
strong chord in the north, re- 
nowned for its entrepreneurial 
drive and dynamism. 

Mr. Bossi’s fest-growing party, 
which carries a message tinged 
with racism, immediately beat the 
drum for a general election. 
“Now we need to go to early 
elections, in October,” be said. 

“People have sent a clear mes- 
sage to (Prerident Oscar Luigi) 


The ex-Communist Democra- 
tic Far^ of the Left (PDS) also 
had cause to celebrate as PDS- 
backed univetsity lecturer Valen- 
tino CasteUani triumphed in the 
northern industrial dty of Turin. 


Mr. CasteUani reversed first 
round results to defeat feUow 
left^ Di^ NoveUi, who had the 
hacking of ardi tivads from the 
hardline Rifondazione Comun- 
ista (Communist Refoundation). 


Scalfaro and (^me Minister 
Iro) Gampi, si 


A once-obscure potest parly. 


branded ri^t wing by oppoiients, 
the League has surged in a few 
years to become the dominant 
political force across Italy’s 


Carlo Az(^o) Gampi, signalling 
foe urgent need for chance and 
foe d^ie to rebuild foe state.” 

Parliament is currently debat- 
ing legislation to scrap prop- 
ortional representation, with 
political commentators expecting 
general elections luider a new 
voting law either this autumn or 
in the first few months of 1994. 

The Socialist-Qiristian Demo- 
crat alliance has formed the badc- 
bone of national government 
over the past 30 years but the two 
were badly hit by a corruption 
scandal that has eroded the poll-, 
deal establisbment over foe past 
17 months. 

The league captured control of 
a number of smaller northern 
urban centres. 


The PDS confixmed its tradi- 
tional strength in the centre of the 
country with candidates it sup- 
ported triumphing in towns su^ 
as Ancona, Ravenna and Siena. 

PDS leader Achille Occhetto 
stressed his party’s credentials as 
foe bulwark to halt foe relentless 
growth of foe League. 


“Two weeks ago people said 
that Bossi was triumphing while 
the PDS vote was holding up now 
the mayors proposed by the PDS 
and the progressive lists are 
triumphing,” he said. 


The League is now guaranteed 
36 of the 60 seats on foe Nfilan 
Gty Coundl and all eyes will be 
on Mr. Formentini in the first 
major test of foe party in a 
govenring role. 

Critics fear a lurch towards 
extremism with Mr. Formentini 
having threatened to cut back 
benefits for immigrants and expel 
those without work permits and 
means of support. 


Cambodia’s CPP accepts poll result 


PHNOM PENH (Agendes) — 
Cambodia's ruling patty, which 
cried foul after losing last month’s 
U.N.-organised eieraons, finally 
accepted the result Momfey after 
winning a major role in an in- 
terim power-sharing government. 

The Cambodian People's Party 
(CPP), in a statement on govern- 
ment radio, said it recognised the 
results “in foe interests of nation- 
al recondliation, peace and sta- 
bility.” 

The formerly Coenniunist Party 
took 51 National Assembly seats 
to the FUNCINPEC Realist 
opposition’s 58 in the May 23-28 
polls, but claimed foe vote was 
rigged — a move seen by diplo- 
mats as a tactic as large a share of 
power as possible. 

Last Friday. Prime Minister 
Hun Sen and FUNCINPEC lead- 
er Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
agreed to co-chair an interim 
government for up to three 
months while foe Assembly drafts 
a new constitution. 

The two former bitter enemies 
were holding more talks Monday. 

Over the weekend bridges 
were blown around Stem R^. 
the chief town in foe north, and 
foe western city of Baftambong, 
Cambodia’s second largest. 

On Sunday morning two brid- 
ges were blown up along route S, 
SO kilometres southeast of Bat- 
lambang, cutting foe town off for 


heavy trucks from the capital, 

"’illia 


U.N. official Michael Williaim 
said Monday. 

On Sattir^y evening a bridge 
was destroyed on Route 6. M 
kilometres northwest of Siem 
Reap. 

French engineers with foe 


U.N. peacekeeping force said 
they Itelieved anti^nk mines 
were used in the successful 
attack, the second on foe bridge 
in a week. 

Both attacks took place in 
areas sriiere foe Khmer Rouge 
have been active recently. The 
Maoist guerrilla organisation 
abandoned a peace pact it signed 
in October 199] and initially cried 
to disrupt foe election, in which 
90 per cent of registered voters 
took part. 

On Friday two hand grenades 
were thrown into the market in 
Battambang, injuring 15 people. 

On Thur^ay seven Caml^ 
dians were killed and 12 injured 
when their vehicle bit a Russian 
TM-57 anti-tank mine on Route 
69 in Bantcay Meanchey province 
in the far northwest. 

“We believe the mine was 
probably laid minutes before foe 
inddem at around midday,” Mr. 
IKfiUiains said. “It's a heavily 
travelled route,” 

A senior government offidai 
told Reuters Sunday that Mr. 
Hun and Prince Ranariddh, 
enemies through 13 3 [ears of civil 
war, had agre^ to jointly head 
foe Defence and Interior Minis- 
tries that control the military and 
police. 

The Finance Ministry, ex- 
pected to play an uicreastn^y 
imponant role as hundreds of 
millions of dollars of foreign aid is 
pumped into the war-ravaged 
economy, will be turned over to 
FUNCINPEC. 

FUNONPEC will also be in 
charge of foreign affairs, foe offi- 
dai said, while Mr. Hun Sen's 
party will retain control of foe 


Information Mmistrv. 

Head of state Priiice Norodom 
Sihanouk rewarded foe ruling 
party leaders for accepting a 
peaceful compromise, awarding 
three of them foe highest military 
rank Monday. 

Heng Samrin. whom foe Viet- 
namese installed as Cambodian 
leader after they drove the 
Khmer Rouge out of Phnom 
Penh in 1979. Chea Sim, who 
runs foe 40, 000-strong police and 
Mr . Kun all became five-star 
generals in the new army. 

Pri^ Norodom Chakrapong, 
who . led a short-lived secession 
movement in eastern Cambodia 
after foe election, was made a 
four-star general. He apologised 
to hi.s father for foe failed move- 


ment. 

Prince Sihanouk urged the 
members of Cambodia’s Consti- 
tuent Assembly Monday to write 
and ratify a constitution while he 
teavcls to North Korea and China 
forrhealth reasons. 

The prince's latest statement 
released by foe Royal Pahwe 
moved up his departure abroad 

tTjJIlJ 

^^Duc to extretne fatigue and a 
certain number of health prob- 
Icms, I humbly request the per- 
mission of foe honourable repre- 
sentatives of the Cambodian 
*9 take leave of oiir 
ve^blc country from July 11 

aid 

MMday. 

According to ihc Parf* agree- 
®®?***»*»n must 

by oonstitoem 


Bomb-shattered' 

Uffizi 

Museum reopens 



FLORENCE, Italy (AP) ^ 
Thousands of people waited for 
hours in foe hot sun, posbibg and 
josding for podtioD as the Uffizi 
(Jalleiy reopened, just over three 
^tpeeks after a bomb shatter the 
west wing. For many the faces 
painted by Botticelli made h 
^rfowhile. “Never in the comse 
of human endeavoar have so few 
done so much for so many," 
Cuitnie Minister Alberto 
cbey, paraphrasing' Winston 
Churchill in praising the- Uffizi 
staff for its woifcinreopenimtiie 
museum. But the “so many’^bad 
to broil in foe sun for an extra 
hour Sunday while Rondiey, 
Senate President Giovrumi Sp^ 
dolini and their entourage had a 
private tour, delaying the sche- 
duled 11 a.m. openmg to the 
public. “This is a once in a 
lifetime chance," said Karen 
Scharrer of Augusta, Georgia, 
whose enthusiasm for foe chawcft 
Lto see the Uffizi was not dam- 
pened by the houis-long wait 
Most of foe visitoia wmted three 
or fbur hours, fannn^ them- 
selves, jo^ng for position and 
listening to the noisy demonstK^ 
tion by souvenir vendors ufoo km 
their lucrative locations in fnat 
of foe Uffizi because of the 
bombing. “I think the faces of 
Botticelli are so beautiful. ! cant 
leave wititout seeing them,” stud 
Kim Koerner, 25, a law student 
from Pittsburgh. The Uffizi is 
Italy's most pc^mlar nn^nm, 





Ai to ^ 


<Suf 


and' reopening it in record time at 
the hei^t of the tourist season 


was more than just a symbolic 
gesture. The government bad 
feared it had been targeted in 
part to threaten Italy’s most 
promising tourist season in years. 


mini-van, shattered foe 
wing, Idlliag five people, des- 
troying foe works of some ^ 
masters and damaging 
others in Italy’s premier art 
museum. 


School board 
.wants all profane 
words listed 


Food for thought for 
high-fliers 


PERTH (AFP) — Execuli^ 
tMng big decisions in the ea 
afternoon should consider m 
sing lunch, a new survey hi 
suggests. Tests on 40 

shnnr^rf — — • •- . 


wii -n/ 


cy fell for at least 90 a 

even a small incal, Universit 
Western Australia psycholomi 
seardier Augustine Hwee- tol 
psy^iogy conference here, 
said foe problem was beirur ca 
a . P^-liinch dip." ProfTH' 
^ food intake is though! 
affect the release 
teansmi^ng chemicals in 
big dedsi 

in foe early afternoon or a b 
n«s meeting to attend she 
putting off lunch,” 
S”: survey consisted ol 

pwicipants ag^ 18 to 30 i 
various office tai 
aTOulatuig ^ demands of a fa 

refined after the consumpf 
of a mut and salad i^ cSc 
tote cake and soft drink 
Hto sard that followim 



l^shonly after 

^were just as slow « 
*«ted after eating at mii 
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OSKALOOSA, Kan. (AP) — In 
a northeastern Kansas town 
where folks still stop by the cor~ 
ner drugstore for a chocolate 
milkshake and some diitcl^ 
talk has turned to profanity. 
Under discussiott is last month’s 
school board decision requirhig 
teadiers to list “profane words" 
and how often they’re used hi 
books for students in-'ldiulergar- 
ten through ci^fo grade- Parents 
ate to review the lists decide 
whether to pennit tiieir-diildien 
to read foe books. Opponents call 
it censorship and say they’re 
shocked such a ruling could be 
made in their town of 1,000, 
which re»dents say is neither 
overwhelmingly liberal nor'ciiv- 
servative. But Paul Reedjra 
school board member and Sou^ 
ern Baptist minister, defends the 
proposal he introduced and foe 
panel approved May 9 in a 4-3 
vote. It was a double scandal 
that foe school prohibited stn- 
dents from using pro fani ty in 
their speech but not from reading 
it in books. Rev. R^ said. 
School Board President Dale 
Heston said the book that 
sparked the controvert was 
Katherine Paterson’s Bridge To 
Terabithia, which was to be read 
in a fifth-grade classroom. In one 
sentence, a father a^ his son: 
What are they teaching you at 
that damn school?’” Mr. Heston 
has drafted a new proposal th** 
would require teachers to give 
parents a fist of books to be 
that year. Parents could reatffilfe 
booiu and then, if they object to 
the material, they could meet 
wth teachers. Part of the rf*'*^**** 
is how foe new policy will be 
enforced — foe board didn’t de- 
fine “profane words.” 
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Sports 

Bulls overcome Suns 99-98 to 
win 3rd consecutive NBA title 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JUNE 22, 1993 
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y. (R) — The Chicago 

Bulls won an historic third con- 
l'» NBA championship Sun- 

^ day when John Paxson hit a 
three-pointer with 3.9 seconds 
left to pull out a 99-98 victory 
^ over the Phoenix Suns. 

^ The Bulls, exhorted by their 
number one star Midiael Jordan 
throughout the finals to “make 
history,” won die best-of-seven 
se^ 4-2 to become only the 
third national, basketball associa- 

doDteamto‘^ree-peat”aiidthe 
: first ance the Boston Celtics 
.. swept eight tides from 1959-66. 

"TMs is a dream,” said Paxson. 
“Maybe we were the ones des- 
tined to win after all,” be added, 
referring to Suns’ star Charles 
; Barkley’s claims that Phoenix was 
: a team of destiny a^ win ning 
I two of three in Chicago to bring 
the series back home. 

■ “It means a iot to us because 
. we made history,” Jordan said. 

: “Very few teams have done this, 

• espeoally with so much parity in 
I dus le^e.” 

The Suns, who held the Bulls 

■ to a record-low 12 points in the 
fonrdi quarter and came back 

. from an eight-point deficit at the 
' start of the period, bad a 98-94 

• lead with two minutes, 23 seconds 
to go. 

But with a balf-minute left, 
Jordan, who led all scorers with 
. 33 points, made an uncontested 
end-to-end run to make it 98-96. 

After Paxson's bomb, Phoenix 
had' one last chance, inbounding 
. the ball with 3.9 seconds on the 
‘ clock. Bat Horace Grant, who 

• scored just one point in each of 

■ the _ past two games, blocked 
Kevin Johnson as dme ciqiiied. 

'“ItonicaDy ft was a guy who 
hadn’t a great offensive game the 
last two games,” said Jordan. . 

“We can forgive turn, he said. 
“So it meant a lot to Horace and 
it meant a lot to us. 

It was also Grant who made the 
pass to Paxson on the three-pomt 
line. 

“Once I saw Paxson got the 
ball I knew it was good,” Jordan 


'i 


said. 

“That’s mechanical, “Paxson 
said. “You catch and you shoot. 
I’ve done it hundreds of 
thousands of times.” 

Paxson’s three-pointer gave 
Chicago its only non-Jordan 
points of the quarter, as Phoenix 
outscored the Bulls 19-12. 

Scottie Rppen added 23 and a 
team-high 12 rebounds for Cbica- 

go- 

Barkley and Dan bfejerie both 
had 21 {Mints to lead Phoenix. 
Ke^in Johnson added 19 points 
and 10 assists. Barkley a 
game-high 17 rebounds. 

“I can’t think of a more drama- 
tic finish in a series than this," 
said Chicago coach Phil Jackson. 

“We never could get a hold of 
this (Phoenix) basketball ciub,” 
Jackson said. “We’ve always 
been able to defend somebo^, 
put the daws on them, hold 
them. 

“We couldn't bold diis team 
down. They found ways to squig- 

out and diey came bade at you 
all the time,” Jackson said. “We 
had a nice lead and all of a 
sudden thier defence took over in 
the fourth quarter. We’re so for- 
tunate to come out of that game 
with an opportunity to win.” 

“We lost to a great team," said 
Phoenix coadi Paul Westpha!. 
They are worthy champions. 
They did what they had to do to 
win today.” 

Barkley says only a player 

ran understand his hurt 

Barkley says no one but a 
player can understand the hurt he 
foels. 

After the Suns lost to the Bulls 
in game six of the National Bas- 
ketball Association finals, oving 
Chicago its third diampionsblp in 
a row, Barkley said: “It’s r^y 
difficult for our team right now. It 
just hurt 

“I think people don’t under- 
stand — sometimes they talk 
about bow much money guys 



Michael Jordan rips and roars as be leads the Bulb to their 3rd NBA 
title 


make and what commercials they 
do or whatever, but at times like 
this I think it's really bad to be an 
athlete. 

“1 don't think people realise 
that you are human, that you 
have filings. 

“It just wasn't meant to be. We 
can’t do anything about it but 
congratulate the Bulls and just try 
to keep our emotions under con- 
trol. Because ri^t now you hurt 


a lot.” 

But he added: “I look at the 
Bulls and I look at us and Pm 
proud of both teams. We'ie the 
only two teams in the league that 
made up their minds to go to the 
finals. 

“I think the Bulls were on a 
mission to three-peat. And from 
the first day we (Phoenix) met ... 
our only objective was to go to 
the finals.” 


Coetzer, Krajicek advance at Wimbledon 


- LONDON (AFP) — South Afri- 
. ca’s Amanda Coetxer flirted with 
y-n a-shock early exit from Dl^ble- 
. . don before finally edging into foe - 
la^fSecond.rouiutiMonday.. .•ri • 

ilaved fivebteak 
^i^nsc Pfohoe’s Sandririe' 

: 2-ZTn tfie third iftw 

■■ gcNhg wildly off the rails in the 
second. 

But after holding on in the fifth 
* game of foe third, Coetzer im- 
mediately broke her opponent. 
^ She won 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. 

- 'y “1 managed to get my concen- 
tration back in the third set. At 
'‘w that point I wasn't re^y thinking 
about what it meant if 1 lost I was 
just trying to haitg in there,” the 
21-year-old said. 

l^spite her seeding and a 
world ranking of 17, CcMtzer has 
only once got beyond the third 
' round of a Grand Slam event and 
*'** that' was foe French Open in 
''' 1989, her first professionai sea- 


son. 

“The biggest hurdle for me is ' 
my mind,” she admitted. “It is 
to know that people are 
tidlaii^ me..pla^g Steffi 
but for 
a^ bonus.” v- 
' .CbetzCT'now plays Silke Meier 
of Germany or Shaun Staftord. 

Indonesian Yayuk BasuU, one 
of foe few players vdio can match 
Coetzer's ease at the net, had an 
effident 64, 7-S first round win 
over Noelle Van Lottum. 

The Indonesian number one, 
who reached the last 16 last year, 
overcame some stiff resistance in 
the second set but finally broke 
lier opponent in the Ufo game 
and then served out confidently 
for foe match. 

Maleeva came through in 
straight sets, 6-2, 6-2 against Leila 
Meshki while her sister Manuela 
Maleeva Fragniere, seeded one 
place below her younger sister at 





Orthodox!, Ahli clash today in 
long- delayed basketball final 


By Aleen Bamutykn 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan’s basket- 
ball powerhouse, A1 Ahli and 
A1 Orthodox], ‘hiesday meet 
in the long awaited final match 
of the 19^ Jordan Basketball 
Championship, which had 
been put on hold since Jan. 27 
after controversy hit the cham- 
pionship while organisers — 
the Jordan Basketball Federa- 
tion (JBF) — stumbled trying 
to find an acceptable solution 
to all sides. 

Fans will finally get to watch 
the Kingdom’s top-two teams 
clash at foe Sports Palace after 
a series of postponements 
which led foe JBF to contem- 
plate cancelling the 1992 cham- 
pionship. 

Both teams agreed to play 
the final after A1 Ahli, who 




Marwan Ma'touq 


Murad Barakat 

had sparked the controvert by 
lodgipg a cooq)laiiit widi the JBF, 
anBooneed or March 17 that 
they were withdrawing their 
protest as a goodwill gKture. 

A1 Ahli hra won their first 
round match 68*65, the con- 
troversy arose when A1 Ortho- 
dox! won foe second match 
84-81 in overtime. Ibe follow- 
ing day A1 Ahli protested to 
foe JBF citing that they had 
lost the match due to “misman- 
agement by the referees who, 
among other thiDgs, failed to 
record two points on the score- 
sheet, leadii^ to a 7S-7S tie 
and an overtime which cost A1 
Ahli the match and the 1992 
title.’' 

The JBF dismissed A1 Ahli’s 
protest — althou^ acknow- 
ledging that a mistake had 
been made by the referees — 
and proposed a rematch, which 


both dubs refused. The JBF 
then decided that a new 3^ 
match round would be played, 
but a^n, both dubs found the 
solution unfair. 

A1 Ahli had meanwhile 
wpealed to the Ministry of 
Youfo, ifoo recommendra the 
forming of a fect-finding com- 
mittee. The matter thilro re- 
mained unresolved until Al 
Ahli withdrew tiieir protest 
and agreed to play a final 
dedding match, the winner of 
wludi will be crowned Jordan’s 
1992 basketball champion. 

Both teams mean^ile met 
twice, and Al,AhU won bofo 
matthes. The first match was 
on March 19, a diarity game to 
benefit tiie Queen A^a Sodal 
Welftu« Fund Al Ahli won 
82-78. The second matdi was 
in the final of the Maydan 
Badcetball Toumament which 




Hflal Barakat 

Al Ahli won after defeating Al 
Orfoodoxi 90-71. 

Al Orfoodoxi will be led by 
the Barakat brothers Murad 
and Hilal, while Al Ahli de- 
pend on a bigger number of 




Yousef Zaghlool 



players like Naser Bushnaq, 
Marwan Ma'touq, Samir Mur- 
qus, and Yousef Zaghloul. 

during the past month, AL 
Orfoodoxi who were missing 
some players during the sea- 
son, regrouped their team and 
played a series of friendly 
matches in Syria in preparation 
for foe final, hoping to regain 
the title they have held for the 
past decade. 

Al Ahli, who dominated the 
championship in the 1970's, 
won the title in 1990 and will 
be hoping to end their oppo- 
nent’s dominance of the game. 
That is what fans of both teams 
will be awaiting to see Tuesday 
at 6.30 p.m. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 




SPOT THE VITAL ASSET 


hlaRl-Wesl vuliieraltle. .South 
dval.s. 

NORTH 
e A K 10 2 
A 3 2 
7 5 1 
*Q7 4 

WEST KA.ST 

♦ J9876 

Void 10 8 4 

, J 9 8 A K 6 

4 J lb 9 8 3 4 K6 2 

SOUTH 
4 3 

K Q J 9 7 6 5 
10 .8 2 
4 A .5 
Thi’ hidcliiiK: 

South Weal North Exsl 

1 2 - Obi 4 4 

•') Psuts Pafi.s Obi 

PaMA ' Pa&s Pus; 

. Oiii'ninK Its'isi: .Si*vi-n ut 4 

Herv's .molhiT mriniiM deal from 
(he ret'eiU .Suinmer Norih Ameni'aii 
f'hampitin.Khiiw held in ’I'oronlu. 
■<-an .viMi lliul ihi- rarcl thal is esseii- 
.Ual fisrKaM Its'huid if .Stall h's fivi- 
hean ronlna'l Is lo Ih' defealetlV 
. .West's two'hean hid w;is a Lake- 
.•ail- Tor the bl(ii-k suits. We do iml 
have the .sinmsh'h for that at-iiiai 
with hut;h a wetik hand wiieii nut 
vulncralsie. lei alone at adverss' viil- 
nunliilitv. {‘^st's duuble w;i.h IkiswI 


on the reasonable exiwmiinn of 
nndint; a somewhat slmnKer holH- 
int( in the of^posiie hand. 

Oedarer won ihe spade lead in 
dummy and cashed the rvmainiiix 
hiith s|>nde for a Hiamt)nd disi-ard. 
(]e<-l;irer ruri'tyl a spade, then came 
an avalanche of hearts. (In the first 
Irumji Wcsl tijscardud the jnek or 
clui)s, a ilihCouraxinK si^iiul in ihi- 
l*aist-Wesl melhi>d.s. So Kast, Marly 
BiTften Ilf BriiiK'lilT M,tn'cir. N.Y., 
knew he had to ke<-i> the kiiiv of 
dulls xuarcletl at least oiici-. Kast 
had lo intikf three discards. Which 
three cards would you lei a"'.' 

Unlike vximtIs. most average 
layers hale to jiart wilh‘hii;h cards. 
Move to the tii|i of the class if >sni 
worki'd ■lilt that the one nirri h^isi 
must hold at all i-iriIs is the .six oi' 
diamonds! IT you dim'l, declarer will 
exit with .*1 diamond and yiai will 
evenliially lie furcMl to lend :iwiiv 
I'nan the kinit of dubs. handiuK tic- 
dan-r ihe cuiiiracl. ih-nten disciird- 
ml the two id dulls mid the kiilf: and 
i]um‘ii III diamonds! Whim dmlan-r 
exiled with a dinmoini. l-ierKcn wils 
able to lake the ace and exit with the 
six of fliiiinuiids In Wcst'.s jack, and 
Ihe dull reliim made .sure that the 
dci'cilders would a club trick. 


11, beat Britain’s Loma Wood- 
roffc 7-5, 64. 

Karel Novacek of foe Czech 
Republic became foe first seed to 
fail at this year's Wimbcldon Ten- 
nis Championfoip in the opening 
round of the men’s singles. 

The 28-year-old 15fo seed sur- 
rendered a two^ts lead to gp 
down 4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 to Luis 
Herreia of ’Acrico, 

Richard Krajicek, dark horse 
for foe Wimbledon men's singles 
title, powered into foe second 
round here by outclassing 
Swe^n’s Nicklas Kulti in just 
under two hours. 

The big-serving ninth seed 
from Holland, a semi-finalist in 
foe Frendi Open two weeks ago. 


won 64, 6-3, 64 despite taking a 
little time to wann to his task. 

Hie towering world number 12 
had to save two break points in 
foe ninth game before capturing 
the first set in 44 minutes. 

But he soon launched a string 
of searing aces in the second set 
from a deHvery that has been 
timed at an awesome 132mph and 
Kulti, after a courageous start, 
was eventually blown away in 
strai^t sets. 

Krajicek kept bis opponent 
from Stockholm at full stretdi 
with an unrelenting attack and his 
performance provided a vivid 
early warning for the rest of foe 
men's field. 


CARS FOR SALE 

ik BMW 735 IL model 90. full oplkxts. dut)& unpaid. Colour smoked 
metallic. 

A Mercedes 260 E model 90. duty unpaid, full options, dark Uue colour. 
A- Furnished flat for rent 3 bedrooms, Swefieh area, telephone central 
heating, 

Tel. 09/916049, after 3 p.m. 831315 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Villa, two storey with basement. 

Second floor, 5 bedrooms, ground floor, reception rooms with 4 
bathrooms and garden, Iruit trees plus flower garden. 
Located: Rabieh, near the Chinese embassy. 

To be rented to ambassadors, diplomatic staff. 

Call on Tuesday and Wednesday 
between 8 ajn.-1 p.m. and from 4-7:30 p.m. 

Tel. No. 678617 


Freoeb driver Yannick Dninus romds a bend at the wheel of hb 
Pengeot 9K darfa^foe 24 hoar Le' IMtansleridnrance race (AFF photo) 

Brabham wins Le Mans 
battle with Toyota 

LE MANS (AFP) — Peugeot took the top three places at the Le 
Mans 24 hour race to foil Toyota's bid to become only the second 
Japanese team to win foe annual endurance event. 

The Frendi team, winner in 1992, took full advantage of Toyota’s 
feliering second half performance to take the dean sweep at toe end 
Sunday. 

The Peugot 90S driven by Australia’s Geoff Brabham and 
Frenchmen Cbristophe Bouchut and Eric Helary finished first with a 
total of 375 laps at an average speed of 2D.358kph. 

Peugots pigQ claimed second and third places, with foe highest 
placed Japanese car. the Toyota TSOlO driven by Massonori Sekiya, 
Toshio Suzuki and Britain's Eddie Irvine, finishing fourfo. 

“The team was excellent, both in the preparation of the car and in 
foe pit stops,” said a delighted Brabham afterwards. 

“We (Jidn’t have any taeba, just to go as fast as possible while the 
Toyota’s still threatened. It was only after about 13 hours, after the 
last Toyota stai^ having problems, that we took up race positions.” 


Barcelona win Spanish title 


MADRID (R) — Real Madrid 
relived the vivid nightmare of a 
year afo as the Span^ Lea^ 
title alqmed from their grasp on 
the final day of the season. 

While Barcelona did what was 
expected of them ~ they beat 
R^ Sodedari 1-0 in Sunday's 
final fixture^- Madrid did what 
most of their fens believed they 
could not do. 

They lost away to Tenerife for 
the second successive year, 
squandering a one-p^t cham- 
pionship lead and leaving the title., 
m foe hands of their aicfa-rivals 
for the third successive.^jear. 

Dehrions BaroelonB fens held r' 
night-long street par^' in foe 
Catalan capital with chants of 
“Tenerife, Tenerife” mingling 
with shouts of “Barca, Barca” for 
their own heroes. 

Neitlier Madrid coach Benito 
Floro nor his players, who wept 
openly after the 2-0 defeat, 
wanted to admit the team had 
been affected by memories of last 
year, when they again went to 
Tenerife leading foe league but 
lost 3-2 after bmg 2-0 up. 

“We ran into a Tenerife side 
which showed great precision in 
attadt and meat determination in 
defence,” Floro said. 

Unlike last team, Madrid never 
looked like winning. They were 
outplayed in a first half which 
brought both Tenerfie’s goals, 
the first from Argentine Oscar 
Dertyda in the 11th minute and 
the second a thumping beaded by 


Sebastian Chano two minute 
from halftime. 

Floro was magnanimous i 
adversity. 

“Barcelona are worthy chan* 
piops because, quite simply, the 
ended up with more points tha 
we did. In this life you have t 
learn how to win and how t 
lose,” be said. 

Barcelona coach Johan Cruy 
added his usual pinch of spice i , 
his potst-victory comments. 

“1 am foe happiest in tb . 
world. Now we must go for 
‘foi^th league title. But I am sti 
Bii^ that we left it to the la 
mateh of the season,” he said ' 

Bebeto wins scoring title ' 

i 

Deportivo de La Gonina | 
baby-feced Brazilian striker B< j 
beto closed his first season i ! 
Spanish soccer Sunday as leagc i 
scoring champion with 29 goal I 

The 29-year-oId scored 40 pt 
cent of Deportivo's 67 goals i 
lead the northwestern Spanis j 
team to its second-best seaso 
ever and a spot in a Europea ; 
Cup. 

Deportivo, which has sper 
only ^ seasons in the first div 
non since the team's founding i 
1904, finished in third place wit 
a 22-10-6 record and qualified fie 
the 1993-94 UEFA Oip. 

Real Madrid’s Chilean strike 
Ivan “the terrible” Zamoran 
followed Bebeto on the scorin 
chart with 26 goals. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Caprice-Progham 

Model 1987, full options, in excellent condition. 

Those Interested please call: 691482 - Faisal Hussein 


JEEP FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid 1987 Daihatsu Rocky, 4x4. 116.000 
km. Blue colour, stereo cassette, very good condi- 
tion. 

Price: Only JD 3,500 for quick sale. 

Contact: British Embassy - 823100 


FOR DIPLOMATS 


FOR BUSINESSMEN 



Mohammad Al Anbar 
Real Estate Establishment 

Tel. 606101 Fax 606303 

A. Luxurious furnished apartments in Rabia 

• The building is new, consisting of seven apartments, two 
inhabited by the owner. The area of each apartment is 200m^. 

• The building is equipped with a satellite dish. 

• All services available in an elevaied and distirtguished location; 
finishings are deluxe. 

-Furniture can be selected according lo the tenant's desire; 
prices are very reasonable. 

B. We also have lots of land for residential and commercial 
purposes, for commercial centres, apartments in western 
Amman for investors and for those with good taste. 

Amman - Gardens Street, Al Muhtaaeb Commercial 
Centre - fifth floor, room No. 503 


FOR RENT 


TWO MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

Each consists of three bedrooms, two living rooms, dintng. 
kitchen, two baths & balconies. Fully furnished with 
telephones and indepenent C. heating. Location: 
Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Owner Tel.: 667862, 693443 


Spread the word! 

it’s the only way to shop 


«« DA,k*XsANI 


Amra 


Hotel. Amman. 
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A FEW GOOD MEN 

Shows 12:30, 3:00. 5:45. 8:15. 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Happy Eld Al .Adha 

Adel Imam — in 

The Forgotte 

Arabic. 


Shows at 11 a.r.. ' -00, 3J0. 6:30. 8:30. Kh30, 12:30 p.» 



Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


OPPORTUNITY 

KNOCKS 

Children's show al 11 a.m. 
on Thursdays, Fridays and ’ 
Sundays the movie: 

The Fok and the Hound 

Shows: I2;30, 3;30. 6:15, 8:30, I0;30 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 


For' the first time in Ammah you have a 

date with Theatrn 

— the Gaia Si.’.p — i.s a play entitled: 

The Assassination of HantheWb 
by artist Saeed Biter 

Shm ra and Snwdqr, Jm 4 ^ 5 d Id! po* 

Plc9Be book leati in adYaace . ^ 


Nabil & Hisham’s 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


presents 

1) Parliament and Bi-'* 

. at 9 p.m. 

on Tuesday and Wednesday 

2) Ahlan New World Order 
irt 9 pjik on Thursday, Friday and Saturc 
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Arafat reverses 
decision to resign 
as Fateh’s leader 


TUNIS (AP) — Yasser Arafat on 
Monday withdrew bis resignation 
as bead of Fat^, the Palesdne 
Liberation Oi^nisation (PLO) 
largest guerrilla faction, senior 
aidtt said. 

Mr. Arafet had stormed out of 
a central committee meeting Sun- 
day ni^t following sharp accusa- 
tions OT comiptioa and political 
miscalculations at a weekend 
meeting. 

The committee resumed its de- 
liberations Mon^y after Mr. 
Arafat met with PLO leaders and 
agreed to withdraw his resigna- 
tion, the aides said. They spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

It was the latest in a series of 
crises that have plagt^ the PLO 
since it was ostracised by its 
traditional Arab backers three 
years ago because of Mr. Arafat’s 


pro-Iraq polity 
was omcit 


Fateh was officially established 
by Mr. Arafot in to lead a 
guerrilla war against the state of 
Israef. It came to iwominenoe 
after the 1967 Arab-Israeli war 
and gradually took over the PLO. 

Mr. Arafat, 63, has been chair- 
man of the PLO since 1969. 

It was not dear whether he also 
had planned to quit as PLO chair- 
man. To do so, however, he 
.would have to convene Che 451- 
seat Palestine National Coundl 
(PNC), the Palestinians’ 
parliament-in-exile. 


The PNC is the only body 
empowered to elect, dismiss or 
approve the resignation of the 
PLO chairman and the executive 
committee. Mi. Arafat is sensi- 
tive to criridsm. To strengthen 
his grip on the PLO and his image 
as Mr. Palestine, he has in the 
,rast quit both Fateh and the 
* ^O, only to return to both at the 
insistence of his followers. 


Deqjite the schi^ns and critic- 
isms, Arafot remains for 
most Padestinians the symbol of 
their struggle for a homeland. 

After the main coH-fbunders of 
Fateh, Khalil Waar and Salah 
iChalaf, were assassinated in 
Tunis in 19S8 and 1991. Mr. 
Arafat became only surviving his- 
torical leader of ^ Palestinian 
revolution and no one has been 
groomed to take his place. 

He has in the past two years 
come under pressiro to start de- 


legating some authority to ensure 
the sundval of the PLO. 

The Fatah sonrces said the 
harshest criticism Sunday came 
fnm Mohammad Gtioneim, a 
member of Fatah’s Central Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Ghoneim, also known as 
Abu Maher, accused Mr. Arafet 
of allowing some advisers to dip 
into the PLO’s already depleted 
coffers to set up business ventures 
around the worid. Mr. Gfaoneim 
singM oot Bassam Abu Sharif, 
Mr. Arafet's top political adviser, 
and Nizar Abu Ghazaleb, a finan- 
aide, as the main squanderers 
of PLO money. 

Mr. Arafet has been relying 
bearily on PLO investments to 
finance the movement after his 
tracKtional bankroQers in the Gulf 
cut off finandal aid in retaliation 
for his support of Iraq. 

Hie PLO’s S300 million annual 
budget has been pro gr essively 
slashed 1^ over 70 per cent, and 
tire bek-ti^itening measures have 
caused serious haidslup for hun- 
dreds of thousands of Palestinians 
who depend on the movement. 

Repeated efforts ^ the PLO 
leadership to recondle with the 
Gulf states have been riiutuied by 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait vdiich 
appear imwiiling to forgive those 
who opposed the anti-Zraq coali- 
tion. 

Fateh Centra! Committee 
members also criticised Mr. Ara- 
fat for not doing enough to mend 
fences with tiie Gulf, the sources 

They said that Mr. Ghoneim 
was so enraged that he would not 
listen to repeated efforts by Mr. 
Arafat to explain himself. 

Earlier in the sesrion, otiier 
^leakers critidsed Mr. Arafat for 
allowing the Palestinian delega- 
tion to the Middle East pe^ 
talks to be too lenient in dealing 
with Israel. 

Some members advocated a 
withdrawal from the 20-montb- 
old U.S.-^mranged peace prooc^ 
ontil Israel agrees to Palestinian 
conditions the most significant of 
which • are that die conflict over 
Jerusalem be included in the 
agenda of the talks and that die 
Jewish state endorse U.N. Secur- 

Coundl Resolution 242, whidi 
c^ for withdrawal from the 
territories occupied in 1967. 


Khartoum worries U.N. 


may intervene in south 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has 
sta^ a demonstration against 
United Nations military actions in 
Somalia, apparently concerned 
Aat its own war-torn and famine- 
stricken south could be the next 
target of international interven- 
tion. 

Khartoum newspapers led their 
frmt pages Monday news of a 
march Sunday by an offidal Hi^ 
Committee for Saving the Somali 
People joined by pro-government 
trade unions. 

They praised "heroic” Somali 
resistance and Mogadishu war- 
lord Mohammad Farah Aideed. 

The demonstrators, presented 
notes to the U.S. embassy and 
U.N. representative in Sudan, 
complaining of ‘’barbaric 
attacks” on the Somali people, 
the newspapers said. 

General Aideed’s militia 
attacked and killed 24 Pakistani 
troops serving with the U.N.'s 
food aid protection force on June 
5. provoking massive retaliation 
1^ U.N. forces. 

During the attacks. U.N. 
peacekeepers shot dead some SO 
Somalis in street protests. 

The new^pers carried photo- 
graphs of demonstrators holding 
up placards but it was not clear 
many there were or whether 


the march had attracted spon- 
taneous public support. 

Diplomats say Ae Sudanese 
government is worried that U.S.- 
brokered safe havens in rebel- 
held areas of its own south could 
be the first step in a rimilar 
interventicHi in Sudan, racked by 
dvil war and hunger for most of 
the past decade. 


“They are talking about Soma- 
lia but it’s the spectre of the south 
that really haunts them,” said one 
senior diplomat. “They think the 
West is an a conspiracy against 
them and the safe havens are just 
the crack in the door.” 

U.S. Ambas^or to Sudan 
Donald Petterson, who last week 
travelled to Nairobi for his fourth 
visit to rebel-held areas this year, 
negotiated the safe havens with 
two rival factions of the nM 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) last month. 


They agreed to pull their forces 
out of Sudan's famioe ttiangjc to 
allow aid workers to reach tens of 
thousands of people believed at 
risk of starvation. But both SPLA 
sides kept their men in the area 
beyond a June 5 deadline and 
there were Mom fin ned. reports 
last week of fresh figihting be- 
tween them. 


Indian prime minister 
rejects payoff charges 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao rejected Monday as an 
opposition plot charge that he 
took a bribe, as a parliamentary ' 
panel debated whether to sum- 
mon him for questioning about 
the allegations. 

“^e allegations against me are 
notiling but a political ploy to 
mislead the people,” Mr. Rao 
told supporters during a cere- 
mony held at his offidal residence 
here to mark his two years in 
office. 


“The charges are meaninj 
and will not stick on me and f will 
stand vindicated ultimately," the 
71-year-oId premier said. 

“I will come out dear from the 
add test,” Mr. Rao added at bis 
first public meeting since 
Wednoday, when sto^tnroker 
Harshad Mehta daimed he bad 
paid nearly $3^,000 to the pre- 
mier to earn his political patron- 
age. 


Mr. Rao described the allega- 
tions by Mr. Mehta, the cen^ 
figure in India's biggest finandal 
scandal, as an opposition plot to 
destabilise his goyernmenL 
Mr. Rm’s denial came hours 
before a joint parliamentary com- 
mittee probing the stock 
began debating whether to sum- 
mon the premier for questioning 
about the charges. 

Paiitamentary sources said the 
panel appeared to be split along 
party lines on whether to sum- 
mon Mr. Rao to testify about Mr. 
Mehta’s allegations. 

Membeis fi^ Mr. Rao’s Con- 
gress (I) I^ar^ opposed summon- 
ing the premier while opposition 
membeR wanted him to testify, 
the sources said. 

In another development, the 
Delhi Hi^ Court Monday set 
TJnusday as the date to stair a 
trial on a criminal complaint 
accusing Mr. Mehta of making 
“false complaints” against Mr. 
Rao. 



REFUGEES BACK: Russian sddiers 

bold bndE a groop (rf iUikluaian refhgees who tiy to 
force their way aboard a ship in St^famni Sunday 


that was to take only women and chBdren to safety 
from the H ating between the Gcorgisa National 
Gnwd and Abkhazfam iroeqw CAFP photo) 


Jordan was exempted from 
Iraq arms ban, probe told 


• Egypt and 
to be dii 


LONDON (R) — 

Jordan were feared to be divert- 
ing weapons to Bagdad in the 
1980s but Britain’s Defence 
MSnistry refused to extend hs 
arms embargo against Iraq to 
indi^ them, a former defence 
official told an inquiry on Mon- 
day. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ridiard 
Glazebrook, who is now retired, 
said that as early as Britain’s 

defence intelligence warned that 
Jordan was pasring equipment 
used in nudw, bmlogical and 
dKmical warfare to the Iraqis. 

By 1987 those worries were 
extended to Egypt, he told the 
inquiry investigating whether the 
Conservative government kno- 
wingly broke its own ban on 
military sales to Iraq during the 
Iran-Iraq war and in the yean 
prior to the 1991 Gulf war. 

The independent inquiry, set 
up last November, is keen to 
establirii the troth about allega- 
tions of government ooUusion in 
Baghdad’s acquisition of British 
parts for huge “superguns” and in 
helping British firms supply soph- 
isticate madiinery. 

Col. Glazebrook said he had 
strongly opposed an application 
for the sale to Egypt of parts for 
Russian-designed grouhd-to- 
ground rockets. 

He said be was against the sale 


because be feared the parts could 
end up in Iraq, but was overruled 
Ity the mhustiy. 

Following the Gulf war, rock- 
ets of the same type fitted with 
nerve gas warheads were disco- 
vered by United Nations’ inspec- 
ton sent to destroy Iraq’s comic- 
al weapons stock^Ie. 

Col. Glazebrook testified that 
when there was a wide discussion 
within the Defence Ministry ab- 
out extending the weapons 
embargo to Egypt and Jordan, he 
was again overruled. 

“It was impressed uptui os 
several times that although we 
were controlling sales to Iran and 
Iraq it was no part of our job to 
interfere with legitimate trade to 
other countries.” Col. 
Glazebrook told the inquiry In a 
public sesrion. 


Col. Glazebrook said other <q>- 
plications whidi had raised con- 
cern were from Jordan, which 
suroorted' Iraq over its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, for nuc- 
lear, biological and chemical “fil- 
tration" packs for tanks and tank 
spai^. 

Both Frime Minister John Ma- 
jor and Margaret T^tdier, who 
was prime minister during the 
tune covered ^ the inquiry, are 
expected to give evidence. The 
inquiry could last for a year. 


Muslim-Croat war rages 
amid urgent Serb moves 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Fitting flared between Mi^im- 
led government troops and 
Croats in central Bosnia Monday 
amid agns of a Croat offensive in 
retaliation for recent gains by 
government forces. 

Twelve people died overnight 
in heavy shelling of Jablanica, 
some SO kilometres west of 
Sarajevo, said a U.N. spokes- 
man, Major Pepe Gallegos. 
Croat forces fired the shells, 
U.N. sources said. 

A Bosnia-wide truce was sup- 
pceed to silenoe guns on Friday. 
But Slavic Muslims who domin- 
ate the Bosnian government army 
and their Bosnian Croat rivals are 
engaged in increasingly fierce 
fighting for territory as pressure 
mounts for a three-way division 
of Bosnia among Croats, Serbs 
and Muslims. 

Members of Bosnia's collective 
presidency gathered in Zagreb, 
Croatia’s capital, to discuss the 
proposal b^ed by Serbs and • 
Croats. But Bosnian ^Dvernment 
participation was in limbo. 

“This is too important a deci- 
sion to be made” the preriden- 
cy only, government spokes- 
woman Senada Kreso said in 
Saurajevo. She said the preside^ 
would return to the Bosnian 
capital after the Zagreb talks and . 
convene a meeting of legisiatoR. 
opporition membm and intellec- 
tuw to disqiss government op- 
tions. 

Bosnian Prerident AUja Izetbe- 
govic beaded for Copenhagen, 
Denmark, where European Com- 


munity (EC) foreign nrinlstcR 
dedd^ late Sunday to back the 
three-way divirion and yet insist 
that Bosnia-Hefz^oviiia be pre- 
served as a single state. 

The meeting of EC foreign 
RiinistCR acknowledge that the 
petye plan devised in part by 
their mediator. Lord Own, was 
dead. Tbev authorised him to 
dsenss the Serb-Cioat settiemem. 

Muslim leaden have appeared^ 
split since the plan for a three-' 
way tfivirioo of Bosnia became 
public last week. 

On Sunday, Mr. Izetbegovic 
reportedly said be would bc^cott 
talks about the plan with the 
presidents of Serbia and Croatia. 
But Fikret Abdie, a fellow mem- 
ber of Bosnia’s collective pres- 
idency. told the Associated Press 
in Zagreb on Monday that, it 
would be ine^ionribk for Ize^ 
govic to skip the talks. 

On Sunday, the leaden of 
Bosnia’s Serbs and Croats met at 
a resort in Montenegro. Serbia's 
sole partner in the Yugoslav fed- 
eration. 

The delegations led by Bosnian 
Serb Radovan Karadzic and Bos- 
nian Croat Mate Boban left smil- 
ing after studying maps in seven 
hours of talks, the Belgrade 
new^raper Politika said MoMay. 
Both refused public comment. 

An overwhelming vote by 
breakaway Croatian Serbs in 
Krajina and east Slavonia in 
favour of a swift union vrith Bos- 
nian Serbs prompted a softly- 
softly approach Monday from 
Bosnian Serb leaden. 


Ben Yahya 
ends Kuwait 
visit amid 
continuing 
criticism 


KUWAIT (Ageiwies) — Tuni- 
sian Foreign hfinister Habib Ben 
Yahia left Kuwait Monday with 
no sign that his visit had helped 
mend ties strmned by the Gulf 
war. 

Mr. Ben Yahia refused to talk 
to repoftera at the airport, and 
Tunisian erobasty officials would 
not comment on the three-day 
visit. 

Mr. Ben Yahia was the fiRt 
of^al from an Arab country that 
(fid not support the 1991 war for 
the liberation of Kuwait to visit 
the emirate. 

He delivered a letter to the 
emir, Shrikh Jaber Al Ahmad Ai 
Sabah, and met with Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Ai Sabah, Kuwait's 
crown prince and prime miiuster. 

M^ter of State for Cabinet 
Affaics Abdul Aziz Al Dakheel 
told reportcR the letter expressed 
Tunisia’s wirii to “end the nega- 
tive results of the (Iraqi) invasion 
and build a new baris for rela- 
tions.” 

But Kuwaitis were outraged by 
the visit. 

“A drop of a martyr’s blood 
and a sigh from a PoW ^nison of 
war) (frives us to tear np all their 
ietten and ' rela- 
tionship wi ve with 

them. ‘‘Parliameiii member 
Khaled Al Adwa wrote in Ai 
Watan d^ on Saturday, the day 
the minister arriviL 

The Tunisian or^ • lal was 
quoted by AI Anba newspaper as 
saying he was ver^ upset at the 
feelings expressed in ^ Kuwaiti 
press agai^ his visit. 

The newspaper, whidi usually 
tows the government line, ran a 
banner headline Saturday that 
read: “You are oot welcome.” 

Interviews in the local daily 
with Yemen President AU Abdul- 
lah Saleh and hb foreign minis- 
ter, Mohammad Salem Basrin- 
dawh, have been met with a 
similar public outi^. 

Yemen syropathi^ with Ir^ 
during its oocopadon of Kuwait. 


FOaU leaves Jeddah 


Moroccan Foreign Minister 
Abdul Latif Al Felali left Monday 
after delivering a messan to King 
Fahd apparently dealing with 
efforts to end differences that 
have split the Arabs since the 
Gulf war. 


The official Saudi Press Ann- 
cy the message from King, 


Hassan II was delivered during a 
meeting between King Fahd and 
the Moroccan nunister Sunday, 
but did not d^ose its contents. 

King Hassan has been leading a 
campain for healing the rift be- 
tween Gulf states and other Arab 
states which opposed the U.S.- 
led coaUtion forces that ended* 
Iraq’s seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait in Febroaty 1991. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


DFLP lashes at Ross nomination 


TUNIS (R) — Hardline Phlcstioian leader criticised Mon^y *e 
appointment of Dennis Ross as U.S. special coordinator for Mddle 
peace talks. Mr. Ross was an “extremist in his stands aligned 
on Israel ” said Taysir Khaled of the DemoOTtk: Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. Tlie nomiiraton of Ross ‘imveils 
deariy and frankly that the U.S. administration does not look for a 
rtrfe other than a full partnership with Israd to impoK solutions 
whidi do not satisfy the minimum of the legitunite national ri^ts 
of tile Palestinian people,” Mir. Khaled said hi a statement. 


<Test8 ran at disused Lebanese refinery 


NICOSIA (R) — Lebanon’s refinery at Zahrani underwent test 
runs for four days 1^ week after a shutdown of four yeoR, the 
Middle East Economic Survey (MEES) said Mdnday. It said the 
refinery, buflt in 1953 with a capacity of 17,000 barrels per day 
(b/d) near the end of a pipeline starts in Saudi Arabia, 
processed 113,000 barrels during the test to determim rhe state of 
the refinery’s various units. ME£S said LdMnese Oil and Industi^r 
Kfinister Asa’ad Rizk bad said earlier tins year that the Zahrani 
refinery, located near Sidem in the south, was unsuitable for 
Lebanon’s needs and would therefore need to be rebuild from 
scratch. The refinery, now government-owned, has suffered wv 
damage and com meroal and political disputes during hs 40 years of 
existence. MEES said that prior to the shutdown, it averaged 
10,000 bpd of pi rMTsring . Lelmon's only other refinery, in Tripoli 
in the north, bu been shot down for about the past nme months, 
necessitating imports of all the country's refined product needs. 

Turkey to renew mandate for allies 

ANKARA (R) — Tbrkey’s National Security Coundl advised the 


i^ownmient Monday to renew petmisskm for alli^ planes to use 


kish bases to patrol northern fraq. British, French and U.S. 
planes based in so u thern Thricey have been enforcing “no fly” zone 
north of the 36th Paralld to <^er the Iraqi army from attacking 
teiritoiy held by disrid^ Kurds since the^d of the Gulf war in 
1991. llie council said in a statement it has proposed extending the 
mandate of the allied force known as Provide Comfort n for six 
inontiis. Its current tenn expires at the end of June. “The council 
dedded that there had b^ no developments concerning the 
general siCuation in Iraq and northern Iraq to warrant ending this 
measure,” it said. The coundl, headed by President Suleyman 
Demirel, also recommended tiie renewal for a furtiier four months 
of emergency rule legations governing 10 provinces in east and 
soutiieast Turkey, scene of a nine-year-^ revolt by Turkish 
Kurds. 


Syria’s population doubles in 20 years 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s population has doubled in the last 20 
years to reach around 15 million peo|tie in 1993, a Gvj] Status 


Depai^ent population might be even higher as 


,000 people were not registered with the author- 
jiort, which was released Sunday. Some of these 


an estimated 
ities, said the report, 
might be trying to avoid military service, experts said. With one of 
the world’s hi^iest growth rates, the pi^^ation is eiqieaed to 
reach 17.5 million by the turn of the century, four times tiw number 
registered in 1960, the report added. 


Endeavour launched after one-day delay 


CAPE CANAVERAL (AFP) — The space shuttle Endeavour 
b b sffrf off Monday for an eight-day mission to indude a spacewalk 
and an attempt to retrieve a European satellite. The shuttle blasted 
off at 9:07 p.m. (1307 GMT) with six astronauts aboard. The 
launch was originally set for Sundity but was delayed for 24 hours 
because of h^vydondi over tbe launch site. The Endeavour flight 
was sdiedul^ to last ei^^t days during which tbe shuttle would 
aduevc g European Space Agency (ESA) satellite. The Eureca 
(European Itetrievable Carrier) has been drcling earth since 
August. Asfr^ut David Low is to grab the satellite from orbit 
using the dwttle's robot arm. 


Neo-Nazis threaten editor, students 


FRANKFURT (R) — One of Germany’s leading new^pen 
reported Monday that neo-Nazis bad sent a death threat to an 
emtor who printed artides of high school students condemning 
anti-Semitism and radrt violence. The conservative Frankfurter 
All^meine Zeitung said three students who wrote for its monthly 
youth affuR page 1^ also received copies of another letter posting 
a reward for anyone who attadted the editor, Kurt Reumatm. The 
Irtten were part of a broad far-right campaign to intimidate 
students who wrote about Nazi crimes or racist attacks on Turkish 
pupils in German schools, the paper said. 


Australia to consider British atomic offer 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia will seek the views of aborigines 
before dedtfing whether to accept a British offer of compensation 
over nuclear tests in tbe desert during the 1990s, a government 
spokMOian said Monday. Aborigines native to the Mmalinga test 
area in south Australia would be asked their opinion before the 
caUnet decided whether to accept Britain’s offer on go to court, 
tiie ^lokesman for Piimaiy Industries Minister Simem Crean said. 
“We have a choice: Either accept tiie ex-gratia payment or puisue 
tbq matter legally.” the spokesman said. The offer in the 
lonE-ranning di^te would ^ to cabinet as soon as possible, he 
said. Anotrcr government source said that meant within a few 
weeks. Aborigines have daimed as direct payment exactly what 
Britain offered Australia in negotiations last week — 45 million 
Australian dollara ($1 million). 


Somali refugees holed up In Brussels airport 


BRUSSEU (R) -- ^wyen for a group of Somalis holed 


Bniss eb aiiport said Monday they had applied for a court order 


up in 


to 


force Belgium to end tiieir “inhumane' treatment.’’ Lawyer TM 
Fe^ said he h^ fo^ an application with the raagistraie’s 
^ tile Interior Ministry to appear in court Tuesd^The 19 


Soma lis, w ho jn days ago to flee the d^I war in 


their ocratry, are being held in tbe transit loungc.of Zavcnicm 
utem^nal airport. They have no blankets, beds, showere or hot 

are given two rooms to stay fo 
**®*-’Jjl***^ *hree meals a day with th^ 

possibdjty of a shower.” Mr. Ferman told Rentera ’ ^ 

hours of the c * ' 


. If within six 

that the Somalis be let mto tbe country so that humanitarian 
organisations can at least give them some help,” Mr. Ferman said 


Amnesty chief calls rights conference a costly sham 


VIENNA (AP) The head of 
Amnesty International on Mon- 
day accused the World Confer- 
ence on Human Rights of being a 
c^y sham p er petr a ted by Mv- 
ermnents unwilling to tou^en 
protection against abuses. 

But officii and Western di- 
plomats involved in the two-week 
conference, which is sdiednied to 
end Friday, said they wm mak- 
ing progress in negotiations that 
will improve tbe world’s human 
rights record. 

Pierre Sane, secret^-gene^ 
of Amnesty Inteniatir^. smd 
the conference should be acting 
to counter dangerous trends re- 
minisceDt of tbe forces that tore 
apart Enn^ie before World War 

n. 

Mr. Sane was scathing about 
one of the main adiievements in 


the drafting oommittee so fer, tbe 
Teaffirmation that human rights 
are universal and ap^riy regarmess 
of cultural or other <Effetences. 
China and other Asian countries 
had disagreed on that point. 

Eadi of the 155 countries tak- 
ing part in tbe talks had to agree 
to these rights when they joined 
the United Nations, be said to a ' 
small group of repoitere. 

'They have spmc time, ener- 
gy, money to reopen issues that 
were clos^ 50 yeara ago.” Mr. 
Sane said, noting that the confer- 
ence cost the U.N. S1.4 million. 

They are ’‘using the taxpaycn* 
money, our money , to oome up 
and ten us, ‘yes, the rights we told 
you had ^ yeare ago, you still 
have them.”* said Mr. Sane. “It’s 
a sham. We can't accept that.” 
But officials at the conference 


said that even thoo^ they were 
reaffirming universality, dele- 
gates also were going on to new 
tssues. 


pie.’ 


Irbrahima Fall, tbe U.N. offi- 
cial who is serving as general- 
secret^ of the conference, said 
committees also were making 
progress towards increasing 
spei^ng for U.N. humsn rights 
enforcement and creating a Mgh 
commissioner for human rights 
and an international court to pun- 
ish offendeR. 


any advances in the final docu- 
ment to be “mmiraalist.” ‘^Tbc siniation today » goine 

“They may oome with the hi^ on a sUding slope whidi is £ 
oommaskmer but without any ^gerous as the situation in the 
teeth," he said. "They may even *30*. v*crc you have intolerance 
increase where you have polxti^ violence 


commit themselves 
the finandal resources availaUe 
to the syst^ and then not pay 
their contributions.” 


Mr. Fall said be expected tiie 
final document, already half 
finished in the drafting commit- 
tee, to be ready for tbe fr^ 
conference by Thursday, which b 
the outside deadline, 

Mr. Sane, uho tike Mr. Fall a 
from Sene^, said he ciqxcted 


John Sbattuck, U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for human 
rights, said even the reaffirmation 
of universality was necM be- 
cause the new sta t em ent takes 
account of how much more di-c 
vene the world had become. 

Mr. Sane said tbe real fMoMem 
facing tbe conference is "the 
dangprotts situations that we face 
today, all these ethnic wins and 
gcivHiiinents that behove as if 
they are the owneia of tbdr peo» 


combined with ccomnnic r^es- 
sitm^arge migrations, and then 
2^8 of waUs to proiea from 
further migrations,” he said. 


Mr. Sane said some govern- 
ments — inducting Qiina, In- 
donesia and other Asian coun- 
tries, pha Mexico and Brazil 

were bloddng real pr o gre ss at the 
oonference. 


g. wfa^ won the 1977 Nobel 
Peace Prize for its human riahta 
campaigns. 












Japanese hotelier 
is world’s richest 






NEW YORK (AP) — Tins 
richest individual: A Japanese^ 


individual: A Japanoe 
hotel and railroad baron worth at 
least $9 billion. Yosfciafci Tsutsu- 
mi. 59, ranks first in Forbes 
magazine’s annual listing of the 
world’s billionaires. Uie Walton 
femiiy of Wal-Mart stores was the 
world's richest family, worth 
$253 billion, tbe Forbes said in 
its July 5 edition. Forbes sur- 
veyed 311 indrviduals or families 
worldwide with a net worth at 
least Si billion. They have a 
combined we^tfa of S&6 bOtion. 
Mr. Tsutsumi, with interest in 
hoteb, railroads and the Seibn 
Lions B^ball Team, is worth $9 
Inllion through hb 40 per cent . 
stake in tbe holding conq»ity 
Kolrodo. the magazine said. But 
Forbes quoted unidentified i| 
sources as saying Tsutsumi owns ^ 
all of Kokudo, making him worth 
$22.5 billion. American bil- 
Uonaires comprised one-third of 
the list. The Walton family, 
which owns 38 per cent of Wal- 
Mart. added $1.5 billion to its 
in tbe last year, Forbes said. 
Microsoft Corp. founder Bill 
Cates was the country’s richest 
individual, worth $7.5 billion, up 
from $6.4 billion lart year, tbe 
magazine said. Here b the rest of 
die magazine’s top 10 bil- 
lionaires: MaR family, $9.2 bil- 
lion, United States; Du Pont 
family, $8.6 billion. United 
States; hflnoro and Akira Mori 
and f^ly, $7.5 billion, Japan; 
Don^d E. and Samuel I. New- f.y 
house Jr., $7 billion. United 
States; Robert, Sid, Lee and Ed- 
ward Bass, $6.8 billion. United 
Stetes; Warren E. Buffett, $6.6 
billion. United States; Erivan 
Haub, $6.2 billion, Germany. 


^|1»' 


Heseltine has 
heart attack 


ROME (R) — British Cabinet 
Minister Michael Heseltine suf- 
fer^ a heart attack during a 
private vbit to Venice, the Italian 
News Agemty (ANSA) reported 
Monday. Tbe report, which did 
not name its sources, said Trade 
and Industry Secretary Heseltine 
was currentiy in tbe cardiology 
unit of the dty’g main hospital. 
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Queen apologises 
for speeding 
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LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth has sent a 
muted apology to a family tbe 
frightened by roaring pasttbem at 
the wheel of her luxury Jaguar i' 

Ihnousine as they strolled in 
royal i^k. In a letter written by 
her private secret^, thought to 
be tiie first of its kind to a subject, 
the queen expressed “concern for 
any alarm or inconvenience” she 
may have caused. The Sun tab- 
loid newspaper splashed the let- 
ter on its front p^ along with a 
picture of the Dawson femiiy 
posed in front of Windsor Cas^, 
one of the queen’s homes near 
London. Nigel Dawson, 34, 
shouted at the queen to slow 
down as ^e sped through the 
park surrounding Windsor Casfle 
at 60 mph (97 kph). But tbe 
• queen ignored hb protests, tiie 
Sun said. Mr. Dawson, who was 
having a day out with his wife and 
three sons, complained to police. 

The speed limit on roads in tbe 
park b 38 mph (61 kph). “I never 
expeoed to get a letter from 
her,” a placated Dawson told the 
■Sun. “It doesn't actually say tiie 
word ‘sorry’ but I realise it’s 
about as close as the queen vfill 
ever get." 




Ex-Mexico City 

police chief jailed 
for corruption 
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MEXICO CITY (R) — The for- 
mer police chief of Mexico City 
was arrested this weekend on 
he accepted a bribe 
of 50,000 to release alleged drog 
“ngpin Joaquin “El Chapo” 

GibuiiOn Loera after he was cath 
tured here two yeara ago. San- 
tiago Tapia Aceves. who stepped 
oown as head of the- card’s 
police force just six months azo, 
faces up to 21 yeara.in prison for 
Guzman, accordiog 
to the fe^ral attorney general’s 
office. Mr. Tapia, S, was 
jested at hb home and was 
CTargcd with arranging Mr. 

«*ease after pobce had 
captured him and several other 
hISli*" “ Gity neighbour- 

"Tested Mr. Guzman said that 

?^mpanied by other A| 

arrived in a hcli- 
heW ** Gasman was 

from’ 1? ^ money 

Md^ drog-traffickcf K 

and let him vo. Mr ^iti. 

accordia 

here 
hb 




- 


befftw. El* . ^ tu neaim 
wore being led off to jafl. POBcc 

sgainst Mr. 
tion" invratigs^ 
«>' May M.diooting u 
Ca-diaalTu^. 
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